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HINCHLIFFE MODELS 
LIMITED 

MELTHAM, HUDDERSFIELD 
ENGLAND HD7 3NX 


December 1975 additions to range 

25 mm 

American War of Independence (AW) 
AW33 Light Infantryman, Queen’s Rangers 
AW34 Grenadier, Queen’s Rangers 
AW35 Qfficer, Queen’s Rangers 
AW36 American Rifleman 

American War of Independence Cavalry 

(AWC) 

(Horse and rider cast as one) 

AWC10 Hussar, Queen’s Rangers 
AWC11 Trooper, British Legion 
AWC12 Officer, British Legion 

Austrian Napoleonic (AN) 

AN2 Line Standard Bearer 
AN5 Line Infantry, charging 
AN11 Landwehr, advancing 
AN12 Landwehr Officer 

Austrian Napoleonic Cavalry (ANC) 

ANC4 Uhlan trooper 
ANC5 Uhlan Officer 
ANC6 Dragoon trooper 
ANC7 Dragoon Officer 
ANC8 Hussar trooper 
ANC9 Hussar Officer 


TATSHO 

JAPANESE COMMANDER 

AVAILABLE NOW! 

ONLY DIRECT FROM HINCHLIFFE MODELS LTD. 

£ 9.72 


Plus 

25p p. & p. 


/ 


/ 


54/V2 






TWO NEW TITLES FROM DAVID & CHARLES 
FOR TODAY’S RAILWAY ENTHUSIASTS 
Ideal for those Christmas Book Tokens 

A PICTURE HISTORY 
OF BRITISH RAIL 

Diesels and Electrics in Action 
Edited by G M KICHENSIDE 
Already, much of the BR diesel and 
electric is history and this Picture 
History illustrates and describes the 
modern BR network with superb 
photographs of Deities, LM electrics, 
Peaks, the Westerns and many more 
favourite types. This historical survey 
of diesel and electric traction provides 
the answers to many of the questions 
you have for school projects on 
railways. Illustrated, £3.95 

FAREWELL TO THE 
WESTERNS 

Edited by G M KICHENSIDE 
Principal among the diesel-hydraulic 
locomotives supplied in the early 
1960s to the Western region of BR was 
the Western class, familiar to enthusi- 
asts between London, Birmingham, 

Cardiff and the West Country. Now, 
after a life of less than 1 5 years they 
are being withdrawn. Here are really 
good photographs of most of the class 
52s produced especially for Western 
fans. Illustrated throughout, £3.95 

Send for FREE David & Charles catalogue 
for other railway titles to 

Dept AMI, David & Charles, Newton Abbot, Devon. 




International 
Military Society 

A MILITARY SOCIETY DEALING WITH EVERY 
ASPECT OF MILITARY EOUIPMENT, LIFE 
AND TRADITION 

12 new sections cover; 

ARMY NAVY AIR FORCES 

Military Modelling 
Excellent workshop facilities 

Military Photography 
Fully equipped darkroom 

Collecting War Games Historical, etc. 
British Armoured Association 

Major War Games Projects: 

MILITARY VEHICLE COLLECTION 
CINEMA and MAJOR SOCIAL FACILITIES 

S.A.E. (international reply coupon overseas) for details 
of membership, etc. 

RAYMOND E. SMITH 

65 RICARDO STREET, STOKE-ON-TRENT ST3 4EX 

Tel: (S.T.D. 0782) 325159 
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The smallest model railway in the world! Have you seen it yet? It's simply fantastic — you could have a complete layout in the corner of 
your living room AND it may be completely automated. Every item is in perfect scale, you would need a magnifying glass to seethe 
detail but it’s all there. This years additions to the range are in all our shops so go along to your local BEATTIES branch NOW and 
wonder at this feat of miniaturisation I : • 


8621 Crane Car (above) 

8902 Express Train Set (without transformer) 

8907 Goods Train Set (with transformer IIOv. USA) 

8930 Toporama 

8947 Polarity reversing switch 

8957 Modern Yard Lamp Standard 


8958 Station Lamp Standard 


8857. Electric Goods Loco 151. £22.63. 


£4.60 

‘ 8190 

Track Extension Pack 

£8.78 

£32.79 

8191 

Track Extension Pack 'E' 

£15.00 

£23.78 

8192 

Double Track Pack ‘TV ■* . 

£16.40 

£7.39 

8193 

Station Track Pack ‘T2’ 

’. . £15.47 

£5.31 

8194 

Shunting Track Pack ‘T3' 

£23.33 - 

£1.66 

8959 

Footpath Lamp Standard 

£1.59 

£1.66 

8968 

Kit, Row of Terrace Houses 

£2.29 


1 8728. 

T.E.E. Observation Coach. £4.60. 




1 


1 





8827. Goods Loco and Tender BR 41. £27.25. 


8604. Beer Wagon “Kulmbach". £2.06. 


J ^ KMJUMACMIR I 

2. Jlritbffbrdiu , 


Xrtriielbrdu 


beatties 


EUROPE'S LEADING MODEL SHOPS 


Retail Branches : 

112 High Holborn, London WC1 V 6JS. 01-405 6285,8592 

10 The Broadway, Southgate, London N14 6PN. 01-886 4258 

363 Lewisham High St, London SE13 6NZ. 01-690 5885 

26 South Mall, Birmingham Shopping Centre, B’ham B2 4X 0. 021-643 8604 


Mail Order Department: 10 The Broadway, Southgate, London N14 6PN 

14 Spring Gardens, Manchester M2 1EE. 061-834 0229 

16/18 King Charles St, Leeds LSI 6LT. 0532-456611 

3 Mount Street. Nottingham NG1 6JW. 0602-411693 

36/37 Dawson Way, St. John's Centre, Liverpool 2. 051-709 0799 
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JONES BROS. 

OF CHISWICK 


NEW KITS 

Matchbox, Heinkel 111, Wellington, Heinkel 115, 
Phantom F-4M/K — 85p each 
Hasegawa FW190 A and D, both 1/72 — 50p each 
Matchbox Jadg, Panther — 30p each 
Airfix 8th Army Figures (6), 1/35 — 55p each 
Airfix 1/32 Rommel’s Half track — £1.35 
Hasegawa 1/32 F-104J/G Starfighter — £2.95 
Hasegawa 1/76 A.F.V. M5 Tractor, Daimler Mk 2, 
Humber Mk 2, all at 40p each 


‘If you think of something, think of Jones Bros.’ 


ERTL: Trucks — Trailers & Tractors in stock — List S.A.E. 
Squadron Books: 

A.T. Corsair II in Action — £1.75 
B-24 Liberator in Action — £1.75 
British Armour in Action — £1.50 

PLASTICARD in packs of 10 (white) 

10 thou 90p, 20 thou £1.25, 30 thou £1.40 
40 thou £2.00, 60 thou £3.70 
Trade inquiries invited 


REVISED POSTAL RATES 

12% of order (minimum 20p). Over £8 Post Free (U.K. only) 


56 Turnham Green Terrace, Chiswick 

Tel. 01-994 0858 LONDON, W4 Est. 1911 

Closed all-day Thursday 


HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 

How’s this for 
starters? 

54 mm metal figures 

Old Guard/Oeauville 
Landsknechts 

M99 Flag Bearer £1.95 

Ml 00 Drummer £1.95 

M101 Halbadier £1.95 

Ml 02 Female Sutler with basket £1.95 
M103 Donkey with pack and 

equipment £1.50 

The above figures can be used as a group 
"on the move" or as individual pieces. 


W.W.1 

M104 R.F.C. Pilot with leather 

sidcot jacket £1.50 

M105 R.F.C. N.C.O. with "maternity" 

jacket £1.50 


Personalities 

P3 Mary Queen of Scots 1 £1.50 

P4 Frederick the Great walking 

with two greyhounds £1.95 


No 15 59c 


THURLOE STREET 


► S. KENSINGTON TUBE STATIDN 


W.W.II 

B5 Wounded German Infantryman 
with arm in sling/jacket 
over shoulder £1.30 

G.H.Q. 

A new range of superb 25 mm figures 
First Series Seven Years War. Now 
available Prussians, British, French, 
Austrians soon. 5 foot figures 54p, 
2 mounted figures 54p. 

Phoenix 

Latest additions to the beautiful 
"Bygone Age" Series. All cast in 
pewter. 

1/24 (77 mm) Scale 
Costermonger's barrow £2.80 

Chimney Sweep's cart £2.80 

1/32 (54 mm) Scale 
19th century phaeton. Four wheeled 
light carriage for two horses £4.11 
19th century G.P. light delivery 
van for one horse £4.86 

19th century hand pump fire engine 
for one horse £4.11 

A or B type horses for above £1.75 each 


Full ranges of 54's, 7S's, 77's. 80's. 90'sby all leading makers always in stock, plus plastics. 
A.F.V.'s, snip models, paper models etc. Pop in and pay us a visit or write, phone, shout, 
send a carrier pigeon for if you want something, chances are we have it. 

Postage and packing on all items 10% with a minimum of 15p 



15 Exhibition Road, South Kensington, London S.W.7 
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10.00-6.00. Sunday 2.00-5.00 
Telephone: 01-584 2758 


FLEETLINE 1/1200 
METAL SHIP KITS 

FCA35 Liberty Ship 1943 £1.32 

FD41 Sheffield Type 42 Destroyer 1974 99p 

D4 Floating Dock £1.32 

FD1 Armada. ADD 1943 76p 

FD1 A Jutland. DD 1944 76p 

FS2 Tally Ho. Sub. 1943 25p 

FSPA Truant, Sub. 1940 25p 

FM3 Marvel, Minesweeper 1946 56p 

FM3A Algerine. Minesweeper 1942 56p 

FM3B Fantome, Minesweeper 1942 56p 

FS4 Ultimatum, Sub. 1941 25p 

FS5 Sceptre, Sub. 1941 25p 

FEC6 Pursuer. CVE 1943 £1.98 

FS8 Resolution, SSN 1967 33p 

FF9 Amethyst, Frigate 1943 66p 

FC10 Ajax, Light cruiser 1934 £1.98 

FS11 Dreadnought. SSN 1967 33p 

FS12 Andrew. Sub. 1946 25p 

FS12A Anchorite. Sub. 1955 25p 

FBD13 Barfoil, BDV 1942 43p 

F015 Gold Ranger, Oiler 1940 99p 

FSU17 R. Middleton, Supply ship 56p 

FS1 8 Thames, Sub. 1940 33p 

FE19 S114, E-boat (x2) 1940 40p 

FLC20 LCT(3) 1940 33p 

FTK21 4 Sherman Tanks 15p 

FS22 Russian 'N' class Sub. 1960 33p 

FS23 Russian 'J' class Sub. 1962 33p 

FS24 Russian 'F' class Sub. 1959 33p 

FS24A Russian 'F' Arctic version 33p 

FGB25 British 70' MGB (x3) 194- 33p 

FD26 Wyvern, Short range escort 66p 

FD26A Whitehall, Long range escort 1940 66p 

FD26B Viscount. Destroyer 1917 66p 

FD26C Vanity, A.A. Escort 1940 66p 

FS27 Russian 'G' class SSBM 33p 

FMB28 GB 117' MTB (MGB511) (x2) 194- 40p 

FS29M1.Sub. 1918 30p 

FLC30 Abbeville, Landing Ship 56p 

FTB31 'D' class Fairmile MTB (x2) 40p 

FD32 UMS Asashio, Jap. Destroyer 1937 66p 


NEW ITEMS SKYTREX LIMITED 


1/300 microarmour 

RUSSIAN 

GAZ 69 Armoured Car 
GAZ 64 V 2 -Track Lorry 

GERMAN 

75 mm Infantry Support Gun 
BRITISH 

Buffalo Landing Vehicle, Tracked 
5.5 in. Howitzer 

NATO 

Striker A.T. Missile Carrier 

FRANCE 

AMX 10P A.P.C. 

AMX IOC with 105 mm Gun 
AMX 13 with Hot A.T. Missiles 
AMX 30 with Roland A.A. Missiles 

WARSAW PACT 

BTR 50 A.P.C. 

BTR 40 Armoured Car 
SAM-6 A.A. Missile Vehicle 


1/3000 W.W.II Ships 

Repulse Battlecruiser 
Lord Nelson Pre-Dreadnought 
King Edward VII Pre-Dreadnought 
Deutschland Pre-Dreadnought 
Roon Armoured Cruiser 
T90 Torpedo Boats (2) 


HOPE WE SEE YOU AT THE MODEL 
ENGINEER EXHIBITION STAND 24 


28 CHURCH STREET, WYMESWOLD, LEICESTERSHIRE 


Agent for the U.S.A. 

Bill Dean Books Ltd., 166-41 Powells Cove Blvd., 
Whltestone, New York 11357. Tel. 212 767 6632 

Postage: 10% up to £5, Free over £5 
Overseas: 30% over £7, 60% under £7 

For details of our other products send a stampeo 
self-addressed envelope or ring the shop. 
Nottingham 43457. 

1/3000 W.W.II Ships 

South Dakota Battleship 25p 

Atlanta Cruiser 25p 

Kongo Battleship 25p 

Mogami Heavy Cruiser 25p 

Fletcher Class Destroyer (2) 25p 

Gearing Class Destroyer (2) 25p 

GAMES FOR EVERY COLLECTION 
By ATHOL GAMES By ARIEL 

Patton £4.75 Diplomacy £3.69 

MacArthur £4.75 Kingmaker £3.40 


By RAND GAMES 
Vicksburg £4.25 

Lea & Meade £4.25 

Saratoga £4.25 

Invasion Sicily £4.40 

By WARGAMES 
RESEARCH 

Decline & Fall £3.50 

Seastrike £4.60 


MODELS FOR 
SEASTRIKE 
1/3000 Scale 
Moskva 
Missile Cruiser 
General Purpose 
Destroyer 
Missile Patrol Boat 


Postage & Packing 20p per game U.K. and B.F.P.O. only 
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ERNEST BERWICK (H:) LIMITED 


11a NEWLAND STREET, KETTERING, NORTHANTS NN16 8JH Telephone 85998 


TAMIYA 

1/48 Scale Aircraft 
Avro Lancaster B1/B111 £7.99 

Lancaster B1/B111 
Dambuster or Grand 
Bomber Versions £7.99 

Naka-Jima K1-84-1A 

Hax/atp PI QQ 

Naka-Jima A6M2-R Type 2 £1.99 
H.S. Harrier £1.99 

Zero Fighter A6M2 Type 21 £1.99 
Brewster F-2 A2 Buffalo £1.99 
Hughes H.500 Cayuse 
Copter 90p 

Car Kits — 1/72 Scale 
Martini Brabham BT44/B £6.99 
Yardley McLaren £5.75 

(Whilst Stocks Last) 

Texaco Marlboro McLaren 
M23 £6.50 

Lotus 72 J.P.S. £6.50 


F-1 Pit Crew 1/12 Scale 

75p each 

Driver Standing 
Mechanic (wheel changing) 
Mechanic (engine tuning) 

Tool Set 
Team Manager 


1/35 Scale AFVs 
British 6 Pounder 90p 

V.W. Kubelwagen 99p 

Russian Field Car 
GAZ 67B 99p 

BMW Military M/C & S/C 99p 

V.W. Schwimmwagen 99p 

Daimler 11 ‘Dingo’ 99p 

Zundapp KS750 & 

BMW R75 90p 

German 37 mm A/T Gun 80p 

German 75 mm A/T Gun 90p 

Sturmgeschuetz 111 
Ausf. G £2.60 

Willys Jeep £1.65 

PZKW 1 1 Ausf. F/G £1.30 

Hanomag 251/1 £1.95 

88 mm 36/37 Flak/Crew/ 

Me £4.50 

PZKW3 Ausf.M/N £2.60 

T34/76 — 1942 Model £2.50 

T34/76 — 1943 Model £2.50 

Matilda Mk 11 £2.20 

8 Wheeled /VC Sdkfz 232 £2.99 

SAS Jeep & Crew £1.30 

Ford Quad Gun Tractor £1.95 

25 lb Gun, Limber & Quad 
Tractor £3.20 

25 lb A/T Gun & Limber/ 

Crew £1.70 

US Amphibious Jeep £1.30 

US M3 ‘Lee’ £1.85 

US M3-A1 ‘Stuarf £1.30 

British M3 ‘Grant’ £1.85 

8 Ton S/T SDKFZ 7/1 £3.99 

A/C SDKFZ 222 £1.50 

Horch Type 1A £1.80 

German Leopard £2.70 

US M41 Walker Bulldog £2.20 

Hunting Tiger £2.70 

Panther £2.70 

Russian KV-1 £2.70 

MarderU £1.99 

SDKFZ 223 £1.50 

KVIlGigant £2.80 

1/35 Scale AFVs — Motorised 
JS111 Stalin £3.30 

Centurion £3.30 

M4 A3 E8 Sherman £2.60 

M60 A-1 £3.30 


Japanese Type 61 £3.30 

King Tiger £3.30 

Hunting Tiger £3.30 

Salad in A/C £1.60 

M36 Jackson £2.60 

Panzer Kampfwagen 11 
F/G £1.80 

Russian KV 1 Type C £3.30 

M551 Sheridan £3.30 

Leopard £3.30 

Tiger 1 £3.30 

M42 Duster £2.60 

US M41 £2.60 

8 Ton H/T Sdkfz — 7 & 

Crew £4.50 

Panther £3.30 

Rommel (Jagdpanther) £3.30 
Matilda Mk 11 £2.99 

USM10 £2.99 

M41 Walker Bulldog £2.99 


Pocket Catalogue post paid 32p 
Send stamped addressed enve- 
lope for full list 


PUBLICATIONS 

us Scale Modeler monthly 
(Oct, Nov, Dec 1975, Jan 1976) 

p/p £1.10 


MATCHBOX 

1/72 Scale Aircraft — 85p each 

Heinkel 111H 

Heinkel 115 

Wellington Mk X 

Phantom F 4M/K 


MAX 

1/35 Scale AFVs 
US WWII Armoured Cavalry 


Scout Car £3.10 

British WWII CMP Light 
Truck £3.45 

US m-6 37 mm A/T Gun 
Carriage £2.35 

US 1 Vi Ton Personnel 
Carrier £3.45 

US y* Ton Weapon Carrier £2.80 
US Command & Reconnais- 
sance Truck £2.80 


NITTO 

1/76 Scale AFVs — 49p each 
Panther G 
Tiger 1 
Jagdpanther 
105 mm Gun 
Hanomag 250/10 & BMW 
M/C 

PZKW 111/PAK Gun/Soldiers 
Kubelwagen/BMW M/C/PAK 
Gun 

Schwimmwagen/BMW 


M/C/PAK Gun 


1/35 Scale AFVs 

SDKFZ 250/3 

£1.70 

37 mm Gun/Small Arms 

49p 

Mercedes Benz Hitler Car 
Kettenkrad/37 mm A/T 

£3.50 

Gun 

£1.10 

SDKFZ 251/1 

£1.99 


ESCI 

1/9 Scale WWII Military M/C 


EB7001 

BMW R75 with 



S/c 

£5.99 

EB7002 

Harley Davidson 



WLA 45 

£5.50 

EB7003 

Zundapp KS750 



with S/C 

£5.99 

EB7004 

Triumph 3HW 



Solo 

£5.50 

EB7008 

BMW R75 A1 



Solo 

£5.50 

EB7011 

Zundapp KS750 



A1 Solo 

£5.50 

EB7005 

Kettenkrad NSU 
Special price 
(whilst stock 



lasts) 

£8.50 


1/72 Scale AFVs — 60p each 
EB8001 PZKPFW 1 1 1 Ausf M 
EB8002 SDKFZ 251/1 
EB8003 PZKPFW 1 1 Ausf F 
EB8004 105 mm S/P Gun 
WESPE 

EB8005 Sturmgeschultz & Fig 
EB8006 Elefant & Fig 
EB8007 Opel Blitz Lorry 
EB8008 King Tiger & 3 Figs 
EB8010 Marderm 
EB801 1 Hetzer 38t 
EB8012 PZKPFW IV 

Jagdpanther 
EB8013 Hummel 
EB8014 Jagdtiger & Figs 
EB8015 SDKFZ H/T 11 
EB8018 Afrika Korps Fig & 
Weapons 

EB8019 8th Army Desert Rats 
and 6 Pdr A/T Gun 
EB8020 PAK 40 & PAK 36 
EB8021 PZKW 111 Ausf N 
EB8022 SDKFZ 251/1 Rocket 
Launcher 

EB8035 Opel Blitz Ambulance 
Colour Catalogue post paid 42p 


HAWK 

1/48 Scale Aircraft 

£1.62 each 

N.A. OV 10A Bronco 
McDonnell FL HL Banshee 
Cessna Skymaster 
Northrop 5A Freedom Fighter 
Westland Lysander 
Republic P47D Thunderbird 


CONVERSION/ACCESSORIES 

White Plastic Card approx 


9 “ X 12" 

.005 — 9p .030 — 20p 

.010 — 1 0p .040 — 25p 

.015 — 12p .060 — 40p 

.020 — 13p 
Clearglaze 

.010 — 18p .020 — 20p 

Micro Strip Assorted 35p 

Micro Rod Assorted 29p 

Mek Pak 18p & 30p 

Plastic Weld 35p 

Dulcote 22p 

Gloscote 22p 

Squadron Green Stuff 65p 

Silver Rub & Buff 65p 

Liquaplate (5 Colours) each 77p 
Plastic Assorted Girders 45p 

Piastruct Catalogue p/p 32p 


MONOGRAM 

1/48 Scale Aircraft 

B17G Flying Fortress £5.99 


FUJIMI 

1/76 Scale AFVs — 60p each 


EBA1 

King Tiger 

EBA2 

KV-1 1941 

EBA3 

KV 11 

EBA4 

Jagdtiger 

EBA5 

Jagdpanther Hetzer 

EBA6 

PZKPF 38t 

EBA7 

Sherman M4-A3 

EBA8 

Matilda Mk 4 

EBA9 

SDKFZ 250 H/T 

EBA10 

A/C 222 

EBA11 

Kubelwagen BMW R75 

EBA12 

Valentine 

EBA14 

T34 

EBA15 

SU 85 

EBA16 

Volga 

EBA17 

Jap. Type 97 

EBA18 

Ho.Ni Jap. 

EBA19 

Chi Ha 

EBD1 

German Infantry 

EBD2 

88 A/T Gun 

EBD3 

US Infantry 

EBD4 

Jerrycan, Bricks etc. 

EBD5 

A/T Obstacles/Watch 
Tower 

EBD6 

German Infantry/Gas 
Masks 

EBD7 

British Infantry 

EBD8 

Japanese Infantry 
also 

EBA13 

Elephant 65p 


HASEGAWA 


1/32 Scale Aircraft 


EB103 

Lockheed F104J/G 


Starfighter 

£2.95 

EB060 

FW 190 

£1.50 

EB061 

Boeing P.12E 

£1.35 

EB064 

Curtiss BF-2C 

£1.50 

EB066 

Boeing F4B-4 

£1.35 

EB070 

Zero A6M2 

£1.50 

EB703 

ME109E 

£1.50 

EB079 

ME262A 

£1.95 

EB081 

Hellcat 

£2.50 

EB084 

F86F Sabre 

£3.25 

EB086 

Mustang 

£1.50 

EB087 

Komet ME 163B 

£1.35 

EB089 

Nakajima Oscar 

£2.75 

EB092 

Peashooter 

£1.75 


Postal Charges (UK) 

Qrders up to £1 2Sp 

Over £1 up to £2 45p 

Over £2 up to £3 60p 

Over £3 up to £4 70p 

Over £4 up to £5 80p 

Over £5 up to £6 85p 

Over £6 up to £10 90p 

Over £10 Post Free 
Good are offered at prices ruling 
at date goods despatched and 
subject to availability. Prices 
include VAT where applicable. 
We regret that we cannot answer 
general enquiries unless 
accompanied by a stamped self 
addressed envelope. 

OVERSEAS — Please send 2 
Postal Reply Coupons for Pro- 
forma Invoice of goods required 
and Overseas Postal Charges. 
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TOP FLIGHT MODELLERS . . . 

USE TOP FLIGHT FMISHES 




(Green shade 
only). 

See in the 
dark outfits, 
containing Base 
Reflecting Coat 
and Luminous 
Top Coat. 


The 18 beautiful contemporary colours, 
including black and white, can be intermixed 
to provide a wide range of colours. 
Joy Plastic Enamel has a good flow, 
and is resistant to heat and most fuels. 

It gives glass-hard abrasion 
and wear resisting surface. 

All colours are lead free 
and are safe to use on children’s toys, etc. 


10Y-PLANE’ BALSA CEMENT 


10Y-PLANE’ POLYSTYRENE CEMENT 


10Y’ LUMINOUS PAINT 


*|0Y’ New formula PLASTIC ENAMEL 



New and 
improved quality. 
Very quick and 
hard setting. 

Penetrates 
deeply and is 
heat resisting 
and fuel proof. 


In tubes. 



Non-stringing, 
quick-drying 
and colourless. 
The perfect 
adhesive for 
giving a weld 
joint to most 
polystyrene 
surfaces. 

In tubes. 


OTHER PRODUCTS MADE BY MODELLERS FOR MODELLERS 


‘JOY-PLANE’ CELLULOSE DOPES. 
‘JOY-PLANE’ CLEAR DOPES. 

PLASTIC WOOD. 

BANANA OIL. No. 1. Thick. No. 2. Thin.j 
TISSUE PASTE. Tubes. 



is the registered trade mark of 


TURNBRIDGES LIMITED. LONDON, S.W.17 

manufacturers of quality products for 

STICKING, STAINING, POLISHING, PAINTING 


A letter from 
the Editor 


WELCOME TO THE new Airfix Magazine, and 
a special welcome to all new readers. This 
is the first issue to be produced to the 
larger A4 page size, and we are sure you 
will all like it. 

Our editorial policy, as stated in our very 
first issue back in June 1960, has always 
been and remains one of assisting our 
readers ‘towards a programme of more 
ambitious and satisfying modelling and to 
better and up-to-date knowledge of the 
ships, cars, aeroplanes, trains and other 
things and people on which models are 
based’. We feel that this enlarged format 
will enable us to do an even better job than 
in the past. Photographs are larger, enabl- 
ing more detail to be seen, and the bigger 
page area means that we shall be able, 
from time to time, to feature scale conver- 
sion plans for those models which were too 
large to publish within the old page size. 

It is interesting, at the beginning of a new 
year, to cast a brief eye back over the last 
15 years of modelling developments. In 
January 1961 Airfix had just released their 
original Douglas Dakota, Hawker Hunter 
and Defiant kits, while Airfix Magazine ran 
one of the first photographs of the Hawker 
P 1127, forerunner of the Harrier, amongst 
other features on ships, trains, motor 
racing and stamp collecting. 

Aircraft have always been popular, and 
the one feature of the magazine which has 
remained constant throughout the years is 
‘In the air’, but other things have changed 
radically. The early 'sixties saw the hey-day 
of slot-car racing, and Airfix Magazine 
regularly featured articles on building lay- 
outs and motorising cars. Railway model- 
ling was also popular with our readers, 
thanks to the large range of Airfix stock 
and accessories which was then available 
— and which is shortly, we understand, to 
return in a big way. 

The single most outstanding develop- 
ment over these 15 years, however, has 
undoubtedly been the staggering growth of 
interest in all aspects of military vehicle 
and figure modelling. The first Airfix tank 
kit, the Panther, appeared in June 1961, 
hotly followed by the Sherman and Chur- 
chill, which are all as popular today as 
when they were first released. But military 
modelling really 'got off the ground’ when 
Airfix Magazine began featuring tank and 
AF^ conversion articles in 1962. Since 


then, military vehicle modelling has grown 
to such an extent that it is second in popu- 
larity only to modelling World War 2 air- 
craft, while figure modelling and wargam- 
ing are also ‘boom’ areas. 

Apart from changing fields of interest, 
the last 15 years have also seen a quite 
staggering improvement in modelling 
standards. In 1960 It was enough for most 
modellers to assemble a kit correctly, paint 
it and apply the decals supplied with the 
kit. Few dreamed of adding such touches 
as opened cockpit canopies or drooping 
flaps, or of conversions beyond such 
simple additions as S-Guns to a Hurricane. 
There were no vacuum-formed conversion 
kits, no readily available plastic card even, 
no specialist commercial decal manu- 
facturers, and very few decent modelling 
reference books. 

Today, given the availability of modelling 
tools and accessories from a wide variety 
of sources, the growth of societies such as 
the Internationa! Plastic Modellers Society 
and the stimulus to better modelling pro- 
vided by this magazine and other publica- 
tions, it is only the complete beginner who 
is content to assemble a kit ‘straight from 
the box’. Similarly, given the rate at which 
new models appear on the model shop 
shelves, it is now much more difficult for us 
to dream up conversion articles! 

It will be very interesting to see what the 
next 15 years will produce. What new field 
of interest lies just around the corner, wait- 
ing for some enterprising manufacturer to 
unlock its door? Perhaps it will be an 
increase of interest in, say, warships or 
science fiction subjects; perhaps in model- 
ling the colourful but largely neglected air- 
craft of the inter-war period; or perhaps in 
some brand new sphere — commercial 
lorries, maybe, or horse-drawn carriages 
and wagons? Only time will tell. But need- 
less to say, we at Airfix Magazine will be 
constantly seeking to interpret these trends 
and provide you, the modeller, with the 
information you require. You can help us in 
this — suggestions for articles on specific 
topics are always welcome (but please, if 
you expect a personal reply, do enclose a 
stamped self-addressed envelope with your 
letter). 

In 'the meanwhile, happy modelling, and 
a prosperous New Year to all our readers. 

BRUCE QUARRIE 


Contributions to 
AIRFIX magazine: 
ail readers 
please note 

Editorial contributions 

Under this heading fall articles, photo- 
graphs, letters to the editor for publication, 
and drawings. All such material should be 
addressed to the Editor, Airfix Magazine, 
PSL Publications Ltd, Bar Hill, Cambridge 
CB3 8EL. Before submitting full-length 
articles, it is advisable to query their suit- 
ability beforehand to avoid disappoint- 
ment. All contributions should be accom- 
panied by stamped, self-addressed enve- 
lopes for their return if they are unsuitable 
for publication. While every care is taken 
with editorial contributions, the publishers 
cannot be held responsible for their safe- 
keeping. 

Editorial articles should ideally not 
exceed 1,500 words. Accompanying 
photographs should be at least Enprint size 
black and white. Colour prints cannot 
usually be used. Scale drawings and con- 
struction sketches, etc, should be drawn in 
black ink, with any caption material either 
lightly pencilled in or written on a trans- 
parent overlay. 

Colour transparencies of any size from 
35 mm up are always welcome for consid- 
eration for use on the front cover 

Queries and comments 

Queries relating to specific articles, or 
comments on points raised in them, should 
be addressed to the appropriate author, 
c/o Airfix Magazine at the above address. 

General queries should be addressed to 
the Editor, who will endeavour to answer 
them or suggest reference sources wher- 
ever possible. Due to the amount of mail 
received, however, it may be some time 
before a reply can be despatched. 

All such above queries should be 
accompanied by stamped, self-addressed 
envelopes. 

Airfix Products Ltd 

All enquiries and complaints regarding 
products in the Airfix range, including toys 
and games as well as kits, should be 
addressed directly to Airfix Products Ltd, 
Haldane Place, Garratt Lane, London 
SW18 4NB. 

Advertisements 

All queries and complaints relating to 
advertisements in Airfix Magazine should 
be addressed to the advertiser concerned 
in the first instance. In the event of a 
genuine complaint about service write to 
the Editor of Airfix Magazine at the above 
address. While we will make every effort to 
ensure satisfaction, we cannot be hek 
responsible for any disputes which may 
arise. 

Back numbers 

Stocks of many issues of Airfix Magazine 
dating back to 1969 are still available. For 
further information write to the Editor, 
explaining your particular interests, for 
details of articles in available issues. Please 
enclose an SAE. 


Make sure of receiving your monthiy copy 
of AIRFiX magazine reguiariy — 
take out a subscription now, using 
the order form on page 316 
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news 



land and sea 

compiled by the editor 



THIS IS THE first article in a new Airfix 
Magazine feature which will include news 
and photographs of events and develop- 
ments in aerial, naval and military 
transportation today. Month by month, it 
will report on new aircraft entering service 
with the world’s air forces and airlines, 
squadron and colour scheme changes, and 
other related events of interest to model- 
lers. Similarly, it will include news of 


developments in all the other services — 
Army, Navy and Fleet Air Arm. 

To a large extent this feature will be 
compiled by our existing correspondents, 
Peter Quiver and Terry Gander, together 
with Paul Beaver on naval affairs. But we 
would also like to involve you, our readers, 
in its compilation. If you live near an air- 
field, army camp or naval base, keep your 
eyes open for us, and if anything strikes 


you as new and interesting, let us know. If 
you can photograph it too, all the better! 

Published contributions will be rewarded 
on the same basis as letters and photos 
printed on the ‘Letters to the editor’ page 
by free Airfix plastic construction kits of 
your choice (see page 306 for details). 

We hope, too, from time to time, to 
include news of interest to railway model- 
lers, veteran and vintage car and traction 
engine enthusiasts, so if you visit any ral- 
lies or meetings of topical interest, please 
let us know about them. We also welcome 
press releases from preservation societies, 
etc. 

To kick off this first article, we received 
the following letter from aviation photo- 
grapher Stephen Richards: 

’I read with interest the comments put 
forward by Peter Quiver and Ian Dewar 
concerning the three-tone green camou- 
flage scheme seen on a few 48TFW F-4D 
Phantoms. A statement made by one of the 
48th’s pilots recently could be the true 
explanation. He said that some of their 
F-4Ds were on an exchange visit to the 
401TFW at Torrejon in Spain earlier in 
1975, and whilst there received some main- 
tenance. A lack of tan paint necessitated 
the use of the pea green, which will be 
replaced by tan next time the aircraft come 
up for overhaul. 

’Still on the Phantom theme, a couple of 
points of interest to modellers are: first, 
that German Air Force F-4Fs, which now 
visit this country quite regularly, are noted 
to be fitted with the illuminated strips as 
first applied to USAFE Phantoms. Two 
JG74 machines at Alconbury in June and 
one JG71 machine at Binbrook were so 
equipped. Second, RAF and RN Phantoms 

Continued on page 266 




Above left Phantom FGR2 XV396 ‘A’ in 23 
Squadron colours, photographed on 
October 31 1975 at Leuchars by Alan Car- 
law. Note modified fin shape housing the 
ECM gear. Left The last line-up of 23 
Squadron’s Lightnings at Leuchars on the 
same day. Below Hawker Siddeley Hawk in 
camouflage and low-visibility markings 
overflying the Pyramids during its recent 
visit to Egypt. 
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A/\ULTI-ROLE 
COMBAT AIRCRAFT 



Three nations- U.K, Germany and 
Italy-are combiningto produce this high 
performance aircraft. 

Known officially as Tornado, the 
two seater MR(G^will fulfil six major roles 
in the RAF, German and Italian air 
forces and the German navy. These are 
close air support forground forces; low- 
range low level strike.naval strike;air 
superiority; interception and reconn- 
aissance. 

To design, develop and produce 
the MRCA Pa navia was formed in March 
1969 by thethreeairframe companies, 
British Aircraft Corporation, 
Messerschmitt- Bolkow- Blohm and 
Aeritalia.Asimilararrangement exists 
for the advanced RB.199 engine -the 
company Turbo-Union Limited being 
formed by Rolls-Royce Limited, Motoren 
and Turbinen Union and Fiat 

MRCA’s operational flexibility 
results from a combination of variable 
geometry wings, the powerful RB.199 
turbofan engines and advanced elect- 
ronics. UnswepLthe swing-wings give the 
aircrafta short take-off and landing ability, 
while in the fully swept position transonic, 


low-level, long distance missions can be 
made. Included in the electronics system 
is a terrain-following radar and an auto- 
matic target acquisition and weapon 
aiming system for single-pass attack in 
any weather- an important feature when 
flying strike missions in a hostile area. 

This Airfix kit faithfully reproduces 
the swing-wing principle of the real air- 
craft. Italso has movable tailplanes and 
swivelling under-wingweapon pylons. 
Guided missiles and the very latest 
cluster bombs are provided.Three sets 
of decals -second prototype, RAFand 
German navy are included. 

For up to date news and details of 
Airfix models get the Airfix Magazine. 


72nd Scale Series 4. 

New to the world’s biggest range 
of construction kits. 


Technical Details 

Date of 

origin: 

1974 

Engine: 

Two 8,5()0lb thrust 
Rolls-Royce 

RB.199S. 

Top speed: 

Mach 2. 

Armament: 

Two 27 mm 
cannon plus 
seven external 
weapon stations. 

Wingspan 

(swept): . 

28ft.2in. 

Wingspan 

(unswept): 

45ft.7/2in. 

Length: 

54ft.l0in. 

Height: 

18ft.8in. 
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less engines, the new colour is claimed to 
give the F-15 a still greater edge in aerial 
combat. 

From the Royal Air Force comes news 
that No 18 Squadron, which recently cele- 
brated its 60th anniversary, returned to 
Germany in August to provide tactical and 
battlefield support facilities for the British 
Army of the Rhine. The squadron, which is 
equipped with Wessex HC Mk 2s, is unique 
among RAF Germany units since it is the 
only such unit specifically assigned to the 


are now appearing in greater numbers 
sporting the modified fin shape which 
encloses the ECM gear.’ 

This mod is clearly visible in the photo 
of Phantom FGR2 XV396 ‘A’ spotted at 
Leuchars by Alan Carlaw. This machine 
appears in full 23 Squadron colours. 23 
Squadron was, in fact, disbanded on 
October 31 as a Lightning unit, and although 
poor weather made photography difficult, 
Mr Carlaw has also sent us the accom- 
panying photo of the final Lightning line- 
up. 23 Squadron reformed on November 27 
at Coningsby, using Phantoms. 

Our next photograph, courtesy of 
Hawker Siddeley Aviation, shows one of 
the new Hawk ground attack/trainers flying 
over the Pyramids during a four-day visit to 
Egypt last year. Four Egyptian Air Force 
pilots, including commanders of MiG-17 
units, flew the aircraft from Almaza Air 
Base near Cairo. The visit was at the invita- 
tion of the Egyptian Air Force and followed 
three weeks of successful warm weather 
trials in Malta. 

Next, from McDonnell — Douglas comes 
news that the corporation has begun deliv- 
ering F-15 Eagles to the USAF in a new 
mottled grey paint scheme. The original air 
superiority blue gave way to the shaded 
grey colour scheme when Air Force tests 
proved that grey aircraft are less visible 
than sky-blue ones. Coupled with smoke- 


Above Among the visitors to RAF Gutersloh recently to celebrate the 60th anniversary of 18 
Squadron were an RNAF Alouette, 230 Squadron RAF Puma, German Army CH-53, 72 
Squadron RAF Wessex, 33 Squadron RAF Puma, German Air Force UH-1D and British Army 
Wessex. Below HMSs Curzon and St David steam past Gibraltar (Russ Whalley). 


support of British ground forces. 

Two Royal Naval Reserve minesweepers 
took part late last summer in trials of new 
deep minesweeping equipment off the 
Rock of Gibraltar. The ships, HMS Curzon 
(in the foreground of our picture) and HMS 
St David, are ‘Coniston’ Class coastal 
minesweepers crewed entirely by volunteer 
reserve personnel. 

No 14 (Jaguar) Squadron, based at RAF 
Bruggen in Germany, has now been pro- 
vided with new hardened shelters, as seen 
in the photograph on page 268. The 
squadron, together with No 17 at the same 
base, is currently working up to full opera- 
tional status as No 14 (Phantom) Squadron 
runs down. 

The 105 mm Light Gun is now in service 
with the Royal Artillery. The first battery to 
be issued with the new piece is 13 (Martin- 
ique 1809) Light Battery, Royal Artillery, 
based at Larkhill. This battery has a long 
and famous history from its acquisition of 
its Battle Title gained during the capture of 
Martinique back in 1809 up to its famous 
part in the hard-fought Battle of the Caul- 
dron against the Afrika Korps in June 1942. 
13 Light Battery will now be once more in 
public view as it has now taken on a new 
role as the ‘display’ battery for overseas 
sales demonstrations of the new gun which 
is being promoted as a possible exp>ort to 
many nations — some sales have already 
been made to as yet unspecified nations 
and others are in prospect. As an extra 
inducement to promote sales to nations 
that still have large stocks of existing 

Continued on page 268 






F-15 Eagle in its new mottled grey paint scheme. 
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HAWKER SIDDELEY 
HAWK 




THE HAWK THAT FOUOWED THE GNAT: 


The Hawker Siddeley Hawk has 
been selected by the R.AFto replace 
theGnatand Hunter in Training 
Command and will provide'all- 
through’jetflyingtrainingfromthe 
basic to the advanced stage. 

The Hawk’sfirst flight was on 
August 21, 1974 and it is proving to be 
a very successful design. It is a tandem 
two-seat low-wing monoplane 
powered by a single Rolls-Royce/ 
Turbomeca,Adour engine of 5,3401b. 
thrust. Production is under way with 
an order for 175 aircraft from 
the RAF 

The Hawk has been designed 
with slow approach and landing 
speeds suitablefor basic training, 
and high performance foradvanced 
work. 

The Airfix kitofthe Hawk isa 
superb replica and includes a detailed 






cockpit which even hasagunsight, 
optional position air-brake, fully 
detailed undercarriage bay and a wide 
selection of weaponsforthe ground 
attack version. Decals are provided for 
an RAFgroundattackaircraftand 
also for the development Hawk and a 
production R.AFtrainer 

For up to date news and details 
of Airfix models getthe Airfix Magazine. 


Hawker Siddeley Hawk 
72nd Scale Series 3. 

New to the world’s big^st range 
of construction kits. 


Technical Details 


Date of 

origin: 1974. 


Engine; One 5,3401b thrust 
Rolls-Royce/ 
TurbomecaAdour 


Top speed; 535 knots. 


Service 

ceiling: 44,000ft 


Landing 

speed; 100 knots. 


Wingspan: 30ft.l0in. 


Length: 39ft.2in. 


Height; 14 ft. 5 in. 
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Continued from page 266 

American 105 mm ammunition, the Light 
Gun is being produced with an alternative 
barrel to fire American ammunition. This 
barrel is shorter than that designed to fire 
the modern British ammunition (also fired 
from the Abbott SP gun), and thus has a 
much shorter range than the Light Gun’s 
normal 11 mile range, but it will enable 


14 Squadron Jaguar parked in front of one 
of the new hardened shelters at RAF 
Bruggen (RAF Germany). 


expensive existing stocks to be used up. 
The normal Light Gun barrel can then be 
easily fitted to fire the longer-range 
ammunition. 

More news next month. In the mean- 
while, let's hear from you. □ 


1 Afrika Korps Multipose 

2 1 :72 F-86D Sabre 

3 1 :144 A300B Airbus 

4 1 :72 HS Hawk 

5 ^:^200 Ark Royal 


1 

FOLLOWING CLOSELY on the heels of the 
first Multipose release (the British 8th 
Army) comes their formidable opponent, 
the German Afrika Korps, in 1 :32 scale. 

The Deutsche Afrika Korps was the result 
of the amalgamation of the 21st Panzer 
Division with the 15th Panzer Division, 
under the leadership of General Rommel in 
Tripoli 1941. 

Under instructions from the German 
High Command, to conquer Egypt and the 
Suez Canal, the Afrika Korps (as they were 
known) advanced rapidly and it was not 
until the Battle of El Alamein in October 
1942 that the British 8th Army was able to 
halt them. 

This kit, as with the previous Multipose 
set, is moulded in white polystyrene and 
comes with a variety of equipment, 
uniforms, including tropical and steel hel- 
mets, high laced leather and canvas boots, 
and choice of weaponry. With over 100 
pieces the kit makes up six figures in a var- 
iety of positions. Retail price is 55p. 

Modellers requiring additional informa- 
tion on the history, organisation and 
uniforms of the Afrika Korps should read 
Bruce Quarrie’s latest book, Airfix Maga- 
zine Guide 12: Afrika Korps, which also 
contains many figure and vehicle model- 
ling ideas. 


2 

THE VERY colourful and aggressive looking 
F-86D Sabre jet with its ‘sharks teeth’ 
insignia, will be a welcome addition to 
many a model aircraft collection. 

The story of the Sabre is one of success. 
Evolved from the classic F-86, America s 
first swept-wing jet, the F-86 Sabre Dog can 
lay claim to being the world’s first single- 
seat all-weather interceptor. 

It was designed and built as a pure inter- 
ceptor at a time when the threat of a major 
Soviet manned bomber attack on North 
America was considered a distinct possi- 
bility. 

The first prototype made its initial flight 
in December 1949, and by September 1955, 
2,400 had been built. On July 16 1953, the 


Just two of the many poses which can be 
assembled using the components in the 
new Airfix 8th Army Multipose kit, reviewed 
here last month. 




F-86D Sabre set a new world speed record 
of 715 mph, and by the late ’50s this aircraft 
was in service with the air forces of Japan, 
Denmark and Turkey. 

Designed from the original manufac- 
turer’s blueprints, this 49 part 1:72 scale 
construction kit comes with optional posi- 
tion air brakes, rocket pack, and drop 
tanks. Also included is a large sheet of 
very colourful transfers enabling the 
modeller to display the aircraft in a variety 
of squadron colours. Retail price is 38p. 

Modellers requiring more information on 
the Sabre and its marking schemes in vari- 
ous air forces should read Michael 
Bowyer’s detailed and well illustrated arti- 
cle in Airfix Magazine Annual 5, available 
from all good book and model shops, price 
£1 .95. 

3 

UK, FRANCE, Germany, Holland and Spain 
got it together! 

The A300B Airbus is a multi-national pro- 
ject involving five European countries and 
is a direct attempt to break into the 
American-dominated market for large civil 
airliners. 

The thinking behind the project was to 
collectively design and build a European 
aircraft specifically for the expanding short 
and medium air routes which call for a 
large capacity economical wide bodied jet. 

The programme was given the go-ahead 
in 1969 with production being divided 
between the five countries and utilising 
US-made engines assembled in France. 

The twin-engined 300-seat Airbus 
entered service in 1974 with Air France, 
and other airlines due to fly the aircraft 
include Lufthansa, Iberia, Air Siam and 
Korean Airlines. 

The Airfix kit, the latest in the 1 :144 scale 


Skyking series, contains over 90 parts and 
the finished model measures 15 inches 
long with a 12-inch wing span. Special 


Even displayed with untrimmed decals and 
a minimal paint finish as in these two 
‘hand-out’ shots, Airfix's new Crusader III 
(below) and SdKfz 250 (above) (reviewed 
last month) in 1:32 scale are superb models 
for the AFV enthusiast. Think of the conver- 
sion possibilities! — and watch out for 
PSL’s new book Classic AFVs No 1 — 
Crusader, by John Milsom, John Sanders 
and Gerald Scarborough, available soon. 


attention has been paid to the highly 
detailed engine and undercarriage, and the 
kit comes with a set of Air France markings. 
Retail price is £1 .35. 


4 

BRITAIN’S LATEST ground attack / trainer, 
the Hawk is a tandem two-seat low-wing 
monoplane, powered by a 5,340 lb thrust 
Rolls-Royce/Turbomeca Adour engine. 
First order from the RAF of 175 to replace 
the Gnat and Hunter. Maximum speed of 
535 knots and suitable for flying instruction 
and light strike duties. 


This finely detailed 1 :72 scale kit consists 
of 95 parts, a crew of two and has great 
detail on the undercarriage. Three alterna- 
tive weapon loads are suggested, including 
1,000 lb bombs, Matra rocket pod and 30 
mm gun pod. In addition two 100 gallon 
external drop tanks are provided. Paint 
instructions and transfers are provided for 
trainer and camouflaged strike versions. 
Retail price is 55p. 

A detailed modelling article on the Hawk, 
including scale plans, appeared in the 
December 1974 issue of Airfix Magazine. 


5 

THE FOURTH model in this clip together 
waterline series which gives modellers and 
wargamers the opportunity to re-enact 
famous sea battles, is of the famous aircraft 
carrier Ark Royal. 

HMS Ark Royal was launched in 1937, 
and was frequently reported sunk by the 
German Navy. She took part in attacks on 
the Graf Spee, Scharnhorst and Bismarck. 
‘Ark’ carried 72 aircraft including Fairey 
Fulmars and initially Skuas, and a comple- 
ment of 1,575 men. Only one man was lost 
when she eventually sank after torpedo 
attack by the U-81 in November 1941. 

The 42-piece kit clips together and 
comes complete with assembly instruc- 
tions and painting guide. Retail price is 
38p. 



Above 13 (Martinique 1809) Light Battery in action with 105 mm Light Guns during a recent 

demonstration (MoD). Below A Harrier GR3 of No 1 Squadron, RAF Wittering, hovers over 

HMS Ark Royal during Harrier sea trials off the south coast recently (Leading Airman G. 

Wickremsinghe, HMS Ark Royal). 
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uniforms 


Above A private of the Battalion 
company. Left and below The 
general arrangement of the clo- 
thing for a private and sergeant 
a The head of a sergeant's hal- 
berd. b The private's bastion 
lace, c The sergeant's wing, 
flank companies, d The private's 
pewter button, e The private's 
flank company wing, f The cor- 
poral's silk shoulder knot 


1660-1900 


British 
uniform 


Cuidich’n Righ (Help to the King) by 


THE 78TH FOOT was raised in 1778 by 
Kenneth Mackenzie, the grandson of the 
fifth Earl of Seaforth. The old Earl forfeited 
his title because of his involvement with the 
Jacobite movement but Kenneth Macken- 
zie made amends with the King and Gov- 
ernment, and as a result was permitted to 
re-purchase his family’s great estates. He 
was subsequently created Earl of Seaforth 
in 1771 and, as a token of his gratitude, 
raised a regiment of foot. 

The regiment, drawn mainly from the 
men of the Mackenzie Clan, became known 
as Seaforth's Highlanders and took the 
motto which heads this article. (Their 
second motto is Cabar Feidh — The horns 
of the deer'.) 

Numbered the 78th in 1778, the regiment 
was re-numbered the 72nd in 1786. The 
72nd won its spurs fighting in campaigns in 
India, serving with distinction in the 1790s 
in actions in Bangalore, Dindegul, 
Seringapatam and in Pondicherry. During 
the 19th Century it saw further action at 
Assaye, Maida and Java and in 1881 was 
combined with a further regiment num- 
bered 78th to form the 1st and 2nd Battal- 
ions of the Seaforth Highlanders. 

Uniforms 

The head-dress for the officers and rank 
and file of the centre or ‘battalion’ com- 
panies was the blue melton ‘hummel’ bon- 
net ‘cocked up’ into a pork-pie shape. The 
cap had a red woollen ‘tourie’ on the flat 
top and a wide band of white worsted mat- 


erial around the bottom diced with red and 
green. On the left side of this cap was a 
large black cockade with regimental button 
in its centre. Behind the cockade were 
fixed a few imitation black feathers. These, 
made to look like ostrich feathers, were 
said to be as good as, or better than, the 
real thing. They were made to curve over 
the top of the cap but still revealed its basic 
shape. The caps of the sergeants and the 
officers were the same pattern but they had 
proper black ostrich feathers. The cock- 
ades of the officers were black silk and they 
had silver buttons and rather more feathers 
than the sergeants. 

The hair was worn powdered. It had side 
curls over the ears and the queue was 
clubbed for the centre companies and 
plaited and tucked up inside the cap for the 
grenadiers and the light infantry. 

The coats were red (scarlet for the offi- 
cers) and had rolled-over collars, narrow 
lapels and small cuffs in the orange-buff 
facing colour. The rank and file had 
‘bastion’ shaped lace loops, white worsted 
with either a red or a blue stripe. 

There is some doubt about the colour of 
the stripe in the lace, one authority quoting 
red and the other blue. The sergeants wore 
similar pattern lace but in silver and the 
officers had rich silver square-ended loops. 
The rank and file had the buttons and lace 
set on at equal distances and the officers in 
pairs Buttons of the rank and file were 
pewter and the officers’ buttons were 

Continued on page 272 
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Continued from page 270 

silver-plated, both bearing the numerals 
‘78’ encircled in an open spray of thistle. 

Sergeants had white fringed epaulettes, 
the officers a pair of silver lace epaulettes 
and the corporals a white worsted cord 
loop on the right shoulder. Privates had 
facing colour shoulder straps edged with 
regimental lace with white woolly tufts at 
the shoulder ends. 

Sergeants, corporals and privates wore 
white single-breasted cloth waistcoats with 
two pockets and pewter buttons. The offi- 
cers had double-breasted white waist- 
coats with squared buttons. 

During this period the highlanders wore 
the ‘Breacan-an-fheilidh’ or belted plaid. 
There is a divergence of opinion as to 
which ‘sett’ was worn. Major Mackie- 
Scobie was convinced it was the approved 
Government pattern (as worn by the 42nd 
Black Watch) without embellishment. C. C. 
P. Lawson considered it was the Mackenzie 
pattern from the start. W. A. Thorburn, the 
current Curator of the Scottish United Ser- 
vices Museum, is of the opinion that it was 
likely to have been the Mackenzie tartan — 
that is the 42nd pattern with red and buff 
(or white) overstripes. 

The belted plaid consisted of a rectangu- 
lar piece of material (authorities differ as to 
how large — the consensus being about 15 
or 16 feet long by 5 feet wide — that is two 
30 inch widths sewn together. It was laid on 
the ground, over a belt. The cloth was 
gathered across the belt in pleats, leaving 
about 18 inches at either end unpleated (to 
form the smooth apron-like front). The man 
laid down on the length of cloth with the 
bottom edge about knee height. He then 
lifted the two outer ends of the belt and 
brought it round in front of his body and 
fastened it. When he stood up he put on his 
waistcoat, his coat and accoutrements 
leaving the ‘tail’ of the cloth hanging 
behind. When fully dressed the tail or 
‘Breacan’ was brought up behind and fas- 
tened off at the left shoulder with the 
shoulder strap button. The right corner was 
left loose but rolled up and tucked in. On 
the march, or in inclement weather, the 
‘Breacan’ was brought over both shoulders 
and used as a cape. The man could lie 
down and sleep in it. 


Hairstyles of the 
Grenadier and Battal- 
ion companies. Note 
the thin plaited cord 
that retains the cap on 
the head fixed under 
the hair (left). 


The purse or ‘sporan’ was quite small at 
this period and was made of natural goat- 
skin with two rows of four red-over-white 
tassels. It was worn on a narrow black 
leather belt which also supported the offi- 
cer’s jewelled dirk. The purses of the offi- 
cers were slightly larger than the rank and 
file pattern and had silver-mounted clasps. 

The sashes of the officers were crimson 
net and were worn over the left shoulder 
with the ends hanging on the right hip. 
Sergeants’ sashes were crimson worsted 
with a central orange-buff stripe and were 
also worn over the left shoulder. The hose 
or ‘Cadis’ were made of white cloth. The 
hose were made in two pieces and were 
shaped to the leg and decorated with red 
criss-crossed stripes. They had no turnover 
and were supported with red, black edged, 
garters. The shoes were blackened and had 
steel buckles, silver for the officers with' 
high tongues. 

Officers and sergeants wore white gloves 
on parade, the officers wore silver plated 
gorgets when they were on duty. 

Officers and the rank and file of the 
grenadier company wore black bearskin 
caps with black japanned front plates and 
red cloth patches set ii the back. Officers’ 
cords and tassels were silver and the rank 
and file wore white cords. The design of the 
front plate comprised the ‘Deer’s Head’ 
with outspread antlers set between the ‘G’ 
and ‘R’ with the Royal Crown and Lion 
Badge above and a motto scroll overall 
lettered ‘Nec Aspera Terrent’. The orna- 
ments for the officers were silver-plated 
and for the rank and file were white metal. 
On the back of the cap, set below the red 


cloth patch, a white worsted grenade was 
sewn bearing the number of the regiment. 

The heavy fur cap was held on the head 
with a narrow leather strap or plaited cord 
which passed tightly under the hair at the 
back of the head. 

The coats of the grenadiers had shoulder 
‘wings’ of red cloth edged and fringed and 
with darts of regimental lace. The 
sergeants had silver lace and fringes. 

Grenadier officers and the sergeants 
carried fusils and wore black leather car- 
tridge pouches on black leather waistbelts 
worn under the coats. 

Officers, NCOs and men of the Light 
Infantry company also wore a special 
head-dress and carried fusils. The precise 
pattern cap worn by this regiment is not 
known but it seems reasonable to assume 
it was the universally used pattern; a black 
leather rounded skull with a sharply turned 
up front peak. It was similar to a jockey cap 
with its peak turned up flat against the 
crown. The front of the cap would almost 
certainly bear the ‘GR’ cypher with the 
Royal Crown but most likely with the addi- 
tion of the regiment’s special badge, in this 


The belted plaid was put on by laying on 
the ground and buckling the pleated cloth 
around the waist. The rest of the uniform 
was then put on. The top half of the 
material was then drawn up to the left 
shoulder and fastened to the shoulder 
strap button. The odd corners were then 
tucked in. Some officers allowed the 
corner on the left to hang down. This is to 
be seen in many portraits of the period. 
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Highland hose was made 
from two pieces of material, 
seamed at the back and sole. 
The buckled shoes were still 
being made on one last to fit 
both left and right feet. The 
method of fitting the buckle 
is shown here. 










Head-dress. Centre is the officer's bonnet, 
top right is that of a private and below right, 
a sergeant's. Bottom left is a grenadier cap 
with grenade detail from the back of the 
cap below the red patch. Top left is a typi- 
cal Light Infantry cap of the period. The 
device on the front is conjectural and it 
may have been on cloth of the facing 
colour. 


On the left the all-steel Highland pistol with 
a typical officer's dirk of the period. Also 
shown is one of the many styles of broad- 
sword hilt. 


lii 




case either the Deer’s Head with spread 
antlers or a Thistle. 

The skull of the Light Infantry cap was 
reinforced with either chain or metal studs. 
It was also likely to be further embellished 
with either ostrich plumes or a green 
feather plume. 

Although the Amherst papers quoted by 
Strachan indicate that the regiment did not 
wear crossed belts, both P. W. Reynolds 
and C. C. P. Lawson indicate this form of 
equipment. The black pouch belt quite 
plain and the broadsword and bayonet belt 
with steel rectangular buckle, slide and tip. 
The Highland all-steel pistol was worn on a 
narrow strap over the right shoulder with 
the weapon high on the left breast. Some 
centre company officers wore pistols on 
the purse strap. 

The broadsword had an all-steel pierced 
basket guard with red cloth lining and the 
black leather scabbard had steel mounts. 
Sergeants of centre companies carried 
halberds. 

Pipers are likely to have worn the same 
clothing as the centre companies with 
grenadier-pattern wings. They were armed 
with the broadsword only. The pipes were 
covered in regimental tartan and had green 
drone ribbons. 

Drummers were dressed in reversed clo- 
thing, orange-buff with red facings .and 
with additional lace, and wore the grena- 
dier cap. The badge on the back of the cap 
was probably a drum in lieu of the grenade. 
The drummers were armed with the broad- 
sword and the drum was carried on a black 
leather carriage. 

Note The 78th Foot from 1756-1763 was 
the Fraser’s Highlanders who served at 
Luisberg and Quebec and had no connec- 
tion with the regiment here described. 
There were several regiments with the 
number 72. One existed from 1756-1763, 
another in 1764-1765 was known as the 
72nd Foot (Invalids), yet another from 
1777-1784 was the 72nd Foot (Royal Man- 
chester Volunteers). 

Sources 

P. W. Reynolds MSS; Hastings Irwin 
MSS; Pilkington Jackson’s statuette. SUS 
Museum Edinburgh; W. Y. Carman’s 
British Military Uniforms from Contem- 
porary Sources; C. C. P. Lawson’s 
Uniforms of the British Army; Journal of the 
Society for Army Historical Research; 
British Military Uniforms 1768-1796, by 
Hew Strachan; and Regimental histories 
and records. □ 






Right Waistcoats. Officer's on tne right and 
the single-breasted style for the rank and 
file on the left. Left The officer's sporran, on 
the right, and that of the rank and file both 
had red over white tassels. 
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£5.50 net (£6.15 by post) 

Secret Weapons of the Third Reich 
£5.50 net (£5.95 by post) 


Tank Data 2 

£5.50 net (£6.15 by post) 

Tanks and Armoured Vehicles 
£7.50 net (£8.15 by post) 

Tanks are Mighty Fine Things 
£3.95 net (£4.25 by post) 

Uniforms of the American 
Revolution 1775-1783 
£5.95 net (£6.60 by post) 

Naval and maritime 

Dreadnought: A History of the 
Modern Battleship 
£6.95 net (£7.60 by post) 

Introduction to Shipboard Weapons 
£8.75 net (£9.40 by post) 

A Dictionary of Ships of the Royal 
Navy of the Second World War 
£3.95 net (£4.25 by post) 

H. H. Rogers Collection of 

Ship Models 

£6.50 net (£7.00 by post) 

Railways 

Brunei and after 

£1 net (P/Bk) (£1.20 by post) 

Caerphilly Castle 

£7 net (P/Bk) (£1.20 by post) 
Cheltenham Flyer 
£7 net (P/Bk) (£1.20 by post) 

The ‘King’ of Railway Locomotives 
£7 net (P/Bk) (£1.20 by post) 

Locos of the ‘Royal Road’ 

£7 net (P/Bk) (£1.20 by post) 

The 10.30 Limited 
£7 net (P/Bk) (£1.20 by post) 

Track Topics 

£7 net (P/Bk) (£1.20 by post) 

’Twixt Rail and Sea 
£7 net (P/Bk) (£1.20 by post) 


For model soldier enthusiasts 

Modelling Miniature Figures 

£3.75 net (£4.05 by post) 

Latest edition! 

Airfix Magazine Annual 5 

£7.95 net (£2.25 by post) 

Ships and trucks 
Modelling Ships In Bottles 
£1.60 net (£1.90 by post) 

Building Model Trucks 

£6.25 net (£6.90 by post) 

Wargaming 

Sklrnilsh Wargaming 
£2.95 net (£3.25 by post) 

Tank Battles In Miniature: 

A wargamers’ guide to the 
Western Desert Campaign 
£2.80 net (£3.10 by post) 

Tank Battles In Miniature 2: 

A wargamers’ guide to the 
Russian Campaign 1941-1945 
£3.95 net (£4.25 by post) 

Airfix Magazine Guides 
No 4 Napoleonic Wargaming 
£1.20 net (£1.40 by post) 

No 9 Ancient Wargaming 

£7.20 net (£1.40 by post) 

Aviation 

Fighting Colours 1937-1975 

£3.95 net (£4.25 by post) 

Bombing Colours 1914-1937 

£2.95 net (£3.25 by post) 

Bombing Colours 1937-1973 

£3.95 net (£4.25 by post) 


Modeiiing 

Airfix Magazine Guides 
No 1 Plastic Modelling 
£7 net (£1.20 by post) 

No 2 Aircraft Modelling 
£7 net (£1.20 by post) 

No 3 Military Modelling 
£7.20 net (£1.40 by post) 

No 5 Tank & AFV Modelling 
£1.20 net (£1.40 by post) 

No 7 Warship Modelling 
£1.20 net (£1.40 by post) 

Classic Aircraft, Their History 
and How to Model Them 
No 1 Spitfire 
£7.80 net (£2.10 by post) 

No 2 Messerschmitt Bf 109 
(Out of print — available summer 1976) 
No 3 P-51 Mustang 
£7.80 net (£2.10 by post) 

No 4 Hawker Hurricane 
£7.80 net (£2.10 by post) 

Classic Ships, Their History 
and How to Model Them 
No 1 HMS Victory 
£7.50 net (£1.80 by post) 

No 2 Mayflower 
£7.50 net (£1.80 by post) 

No 3 Cutty Sark 
£7.95 net (£2.25 by post) 

The modellers’ bible! 

How To Go Plastic Modelling 

£2.95 net (£3.25 by post) 

New edition 

How To Go Railway Modelling 

£3.95 net (£4.25 by post) 


Donald Featherstone 
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wargaming 

Operation Sealion 
as a wargame 

This month, Terry Wise discusses construction 
of some nautical models for your invasion 


THE FIRST PROBLEM confronting anyone 
wishing to fight Sealion as a wargames 
campaign is the lack of maritime models in 
the correct scale of an appearance 
suitable for 1940. As the Germans did have 
a small number of custom-built landing 
craft, the Airfix LCM3 kit could be used to 
land the small amount of heavy armour 
involved, and there is also a range of river 
and harbour craft kits made by the German 
firm of Wiad (tug, ferry, and three types of 
barge) in 1:87 scale which is ideal for Sea- 
lion, although very difficult to obtain and 
costing about £1.50 per kit. On the credit 
side these models have a German appear- 
ance and are of the same type as the craft 
earmarked for the invasion of Britain. 

Apart from the above there do not seem 
to be any suitable models on the market, 
but a keen scrutiny of toy shops and pack- 
aging will yield all that is needed for the 
brief appearances made by invasion craft 
during a campaign. The photos give all the 
necessary details for forming a fleet of 
barges, launches, tugs and fishing boats. 

That just leaves the U-tanks to complete 
the amphibious side of the preparations. 
Max Hundleby of the MAFVA has kindly 
given permission to re-draw his 1:76 
scale drawings (originally published in 
Tankette) of a PzKpfw II flotation collar. Fig 
1 , and these four views enable a collar to be 
modelled with ease. (The drawings are 
based on a photo and intelligent deduc- 
tion.) Another type of flotation rig, using 
two separate floats secured to the tank’s 
sides, appears in plate 3 of Richard Cox’s 
book, Sealion. These are also simple to 
make but not so easy to fix as a temporary 
feature. 

A picture of a PzKpfw III tauchpanzer 
with snorkel fitting also appears in plate 3 
of Sealion. Here the turret seems to have 
been made watertight merely by sealing all 
openings but, according to Max’s exten- 
sive researches into this subject, the final 
version had the entire turret sealed within a 


rubber ‘cap’, from which issued the 
snorkel’s air hose. Fig 2, also reproduced 
by permission of Max Hundleby, shows the 
snorkel detail and true scale length of hose. 

Wargames figures for the campaign may 
be easily selected from the lists of the vari- 
ous manufacturers and there is a good 
range of German armour available for the 
land fighting which will follow a successful 
invasion, but there is a serious shortage of 
transport, artillery pieces and British 
armour suitable for the 1940 period. One is 
either a perfectionist, in which case there 
will be many weeks of scratch-building 
ahead, or one settles for a compromise. If 
you wargame only in the World War 2 era 
then it would be worth scratch-building, 
but this period is the lesser of my war- 
gaming interests, Sealion was an isolated 
venture into the early war years, and I did 
not wish to either repaint my armies or 
remodel them entirely just for one cam- 
paign. I trust, therefore, that readers will 
excuse my mottle camouflage and lack of 
some 1940 items. 

The German forces would have brought 
few soft-skinned vehicles with them initially 
and I used mainly the Minitanks motor- 
cycles and sidecar combinations and the 
Airfix Kubelwagen for early mobility. The 
new Minitanks Opel Blitz 3-ton truck could 
be used for the petrol and ammo lorries: 
the model was not on the market at the 
time of my campaigning, and 1 used the US 
6x6 cargo truck by the same firm. British 
transport was also scarce at this date, as 
are suitable models! Again I used Minitanks 
6x6 cargo trucks but the enthusiastic 

Invasion fleet in action. The launches 
towed the assault boats, the tug and fishing 
boats the barges and pontoon raft. In the 
foreground a PzKpfw II with flotation collar 
(launched from a barge further out) heads 
for the beach, and in the right background 
a PzKpfw III tauchpanzer attacks the rail- 
way line. 




Above The basis of my 'fleet': tug and 
launch purchased at a toy shop for 25p 
each; and in the background a RNLI boat 
which once held a miniature brandy bottle. 
Below The launch was top heavy and had a 
modern, pleasure craft appearance. This 
was countered by removing part of the 
cabin (compare with original in back- 
ground), blanking out a window and 
adding a Plasticine floor and a towing bar. 
The result was a sea-going launch of a 
working type. The tug had a balsa deck 
added aft, also an extension to the super- 
structure, a towing bar, winch (metal Plas- 
truct pump), mast and windscreen round 
the bridge — which had the top cut out and 
a floor added inside. 



modeller could scratch-build or build new 
bodies on the Airfix Bedford and AEG 
chassis (see Airfix Magazine February 1975 
(3-tonner, 30 and 15 cwts); May 1971 (QL' 
troop carrier); February 1971 (scratch-built 
Ford Portee): December 1970 (Austin 
3-tonner). One point well worth remember- 
ing, and which opens up a new field of 
models: the British Army was forced to use 
large numbers of civilian vehicles for 
transport at this time (as was the Home 
Guard), while the Germans would have 
commandeered any vehicles they could 
find. 

In the artillery field we have the 88 mm 
and SdKfz 7, the 25 pdr and Quad, and the 
5.5-inch gun, all inexpensive and readily 
available from Airfix. Nitto make a Pak 37 
and 105 mm gun; Minitanks a fine 150 mm 
howitzer. A German 75 mm howitzer can be 
converted from the Airfix ACW gun (see 
article \n Airfix Magazine for January 1971). 
The same article describes conversion of 
the ACW limber into the light field cart 
which was issued to all infantry formations 
from company level upwards. It is also 
worth remembering that even by 1941 most 
150 mm field artillery was still horse-drawn 
and horse teams are easily made up (there 
was an article on German horse-drawn 
transport in Airfix Magazine for Sep- 
tember 1969; again using the ACW set). 
The 2 pdr anti-tank gun of the British Army 
is described for scratch-building in Airfix 
Magazine for December 1974. The first of 
the Home Guard’s heavy weapons (the 
Blacker Bombard) was not in service until 
autumn 1940. Mortars and machine-guns 
are available in the various sets of figures 
and there is a wide range Of appropriate 
aircraft in the Airfix catalogue, or you could 
use the new 1 :350 scale aircraft by Helmet 
Products. 
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The Matilda is the only British tank of the Below PzKpfw II 

period available as a kit and I must confess model with fiota- 

to making do with this one type; there tiop coilar made 

would have been very little effective British from the plans 

armour able to reach the main invasion above, and PzKpfw 

area in time if the railways were bombed. III tauchpanzer. 

and the Matilda is a good representative. 

Full plans in 1 :35 scale for scratch-building 
a Cruiser Mark III (Military Modelling, July 


Left Additional 
craft based on date 
boxes (save them 
this Christmas) 
and Airfix Pontoon 
Bridge pontoons, 
with balsa addi- 
tions. Below left 
Cut-down, the 
RNLI boat yielded 
the foreground 
barge with con- 
verted bow for 
tending armour, 
and the boat with 
'davits’ for assault 
dinghies (from the 
Airfix US Marines 
set), while the 
background fish- 
ing boat is mainly 
scratch-built from 
card. Below com- 
pleted tug and 
boat with davits. 


Above Fig 1 
(1 :76 scale) 


Right Fig 2 



Turret 

ring 



1975) could be used for 1:76 work, and 
there are also some ideas for scratch- 
building light tanks in John Bandars’ 
marvellous series on the 8th Army, pub- 
lished in past issues of Airfix Magazine, but 
unless you are an armour enthusiast I 
would leave such scratch-building until the 
models arrive in a battle situation; you 
never know, they might not get a chance to 
fight! □ 
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figures 

us infantryman of 
the Mexican War 

Another pleasing figure conversion from 

Martin Windrow and Gerry Embleton 


THE BACKBONE of the armies of Zachary 
Taylor and Winfield Scott during the 
Mexican-American War were the 16 regi- 
ments of US regular infantry. This force 
was insufficient, and mounted and artillery 
regiments were also pressed into the infan- 
try role during the war. It is undeniable that 
the performance of the state volunteer 
regiments which bulked out the regular 
forces was patchy in the extreme. Some, 
like Colonel Jefferson Davis’s 1st Missis- 
sippi Regiment (Rifle Volunteers), acquit- 
ted themselves very well; the Mississip- 
pians saved the day at Buena Vista, at one 
point charging Mexican cavalry on foot! 
But there were others, probably the majori- 
ty, whose steadiness in battle and disci- 
pline on the march and in camp could not 
be relied upon, and the serious fighting 
was usually entrusted to the regulars. 

The 3rd Infantry began the war in Zach- 
ary Taylor's ‘Army of Occupation’ on the 
Rio Grande. It consisted of ten companies 
each of a captain, a first lieutenant, two 
second lieutenants, four sergeants, four 
corporals, two musicians and about 100 
privates. It was probably much like the rest 
of the army, in comprising about 50 per 
cent relatively recent foreign immigrants, 
with many Irish and Germans; the regular 
infantry was largely recruited from urban 
immigrants. The regiment fought in the 
fierce street battles which attended the tak- 
ing of Monterey in September 1846; like the 
rest of Zach Taylor’s regular infantry, it was 
later transferred to the command of Win- 



field Scott for the Vera Cruz landings in 
March 1847, and fought from that point on 
in Twigg’s Brigade. It served at Vera Cruz 
and Cerro Gordo, at Churubusco, and a 
detachment fought at Molino del Rey. (At 
Cerro Gordo one of the units thrown into 
action by Santa Anna was the 11th Mexican 
Regular Infantry — see last month’s article 
in this series.) 

It is very straightforward to convert an 
Airfix 95th Rifleman kit into a US regular 
infantryman of the Mexican War, and with 
little trouble a most colourful and pleasing 
model can be produced. You will need a 
Rifleman kit, a spare canteen, musket and 
bayonet scabbard from the American War 
of Independence Continental infantryman 
kit, plus some plastic card and filler. 

Animation is up to you, but we found that 
by ‘mixing legs’ from the Rifleman an 
unusual and lifelike pose could be 
achieved. Use the left kneeling and the 
right standing leg together; minimal filling 
and filing will fair these together nicely, giv- 
ing a stance in which the soldier rests his 
left leg on a rock, pile of rubble, corpse, 
box, or anything else that takes your fancy, 
while he cocks his musket and awaits an 
enemy attack. Next, stick together the two 
halves of the torso, and when dry trim off 
the two outside rows of tunic buttons. 
Cement the torso to the legs and set aside 
to dry while doing some trimming or sub- 
assembly of arms or equipment. When the 
main body is set, you must cut off the skirts 
at the rear of the Rifleman’s tunic. Mark a 







Rough sketch of fatigue cap and collar 
braid detail. 


line which exactly continues the straight 
bottom of the front of the tunic right 
around the back, and cut with a razor saw 
or craft knife. When the tails have been 
removed you must fill the area from the 
new rear waist down to the buttocks — 
which in the kit moulding are, shall we say, 
vestigial — to make room for the original 
coat tails. Use a blob of Green Stuff or 
whatever compound you prefer, and allow 
to set thoroughly before filing to shape. 
When cleaning up this area, take the 
opportunity to carve and file the spat detail 
from the boots. 

The arms of the Rifleman can be used, 
but when the hands are firmly set in place 
trim all cuff detail away. The jacket of the 
US infantryman has no separate cuffs. The 
Rifleman’s head can now be set in place, 
looking out along the eventual line of the 
musket. When firmly set, start work on the 
fatigue cap. This is a little peaked cap rather 
similar to a World War 1 German Officer’s 
miitze in shape. Stick the peak of the 
Rifleman’s shako to the bow first. Take the 
Rifleman’s canteen, and trim and file off all 
the edge detail, to make a smooth little ‘pill’ 
of plastic, which is exactly the right size for 
the band of the cap; cement it in place on 
the head, butting firmly into the curve of 
the rear of the peak. When dry, apply a blob 
of Green Stuff to the top, and while still soft 
shape it into the crown of the cap with a 
dampened knife or toothpick, allowing it to 
ooze slightly down around the edges of the 
band. Set aside to dry for a generous 
period before final filing to shape. If you are 
a real perfectionist you might like to add 
the ear and neck flap, usually worn tied up 
around the band of this cap — see the 
rough sketch herewith. 

Your figure is now complete except for 
the equipment, which is as follows. A 
waistbelt was worn by these troops, slightly 
narrower than the single crossbelt worn 
over the left shoulder to support the cart- 
ridge box. Take the dimensions from the 
Rifleman instructions, and use the Rifle- 
man’s cartridge box. A round plate was 
worn on the crossbelt in the centre of the 

Continued on page 280 

Front and rear views of the completed 
figure. 
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Three P51 Mustangs 
in one punchy 
kit I 


See-Through 
Missile Sub 

The US Navy’s “George Washington” 
class subs were the first to fire missiles 
while submerged. Nuclear powered, 
able to stay underwater indefinitely 
and their 16 Polaris missiles have a 
range of 1,200 miles. Revell’s “George 
Washington” kit builds up into a 
powerful model 18" long, with a 
cutaway hull which lets you in on all 
that top-secret hardware. You can see 
tlie nuclear power plant, the missile 
launchers, and the instrument and 
chart room and more. The kit includes 
two Polaris missiles, moveable control 
surfaces, moveable periscope, 
removeable Reactor Room Shield, and 
US Navy markings for all five subs in 
tlie class: George Washington, 
Abraliam Lincoln, Patrick Henry, 


During World War II 7,956 Mustang 
P— SIDs were built, and this Revell 
“Collectors Choice” kit gives you a 
choice of three of them. A Mustang 
called “Tangerine” belonging to the 
England-based 357th Fighter Group. 
Or “Texas Terror” from the 355th. 
Or an Iwo Jima based P— 51D of the 
21st Fighter Group. Choose the plane 
you want to build, select your decals 
and follow the colour scheme on the 
three-way “spotter chart” painting 
guide. It’s your choice. And it’s your 
choice right through Revell’s 3-in— 1 
range, with extra decals and in many 
kits extra parts too. So far there are 1 6 
kits in the series, famous fighters from 
two world wars, all in super-detailed 
1/7 2nd scale. And there’ll be more 
“Collectors Choice” kits to come. 
Look out for them at your local 
model store. 


Gunbus for the 
flying Cavalry! 

In 1966 the egg-shaped Hughes Cayuse 
was holder of no less than 23 world 
records. That’s the measure of this 
tough, nimble little helicopter’s 
performance. It’s even been known to 
fly into trees and still limp home! 
Built to a US Army brief which called 
for low initial and operating costs but 
high performance, the Cayuse is both a 
lethal gunbus and a nippy executive 
transport. And you can make either 
. . military or civil variants from this 
1/3 2nd scale kit. Revell have a whole 
range of helicopter kits, all packed 
with action and intricate detail. 
They’re in model stores now. And 
you can see them in the 1976 
catalogue, just 20p. from your 
local stockist. 


i?evcll 


the all 
* action 
H range 

Fine model kits 



Robert E. Lee and Theodore 
Roosevelt. 


a m" theall 
~ll ^ action 
■Sh range 

Revell (GB) Limited, 
Cranborne Road, Potters Bar, 
Herts. EN6 3JX. 


the.all 
i'~ll ™ action 
IHMSSh range 

The world’s largest manufacturer of 
plastic model kits. 
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Squadron codes 



By Michael J. F. Bowyer and John D. Rawlings 



Modelling Russian 
military trucks 

Standard Soviet soft-skins and the BA 10 
armoured car modelled by Gerald Scarborough 


Continued from page 278 

chest, an oval plate on the front centre of 
the waistbelt, and another oval plate on the 
lid of the cartridge box; we shaved thin 
pieces from the end of a piece of sprue 
filed to shape for these plates. When the 
crossbelt is in position, cement the Rifle- 
man’s shoulder-straps to the figure. The 
scabbard for the triangular-section socket 
bayonet was worn on a frog on the left hip; 
but since this will be covered by the haver- 
sack, you will probably find that it is best to 
cut off about the top third of the scabbard 
from the Continental infantryman kit and 
stick the rest direct to the hip below the 
belt — otherwise the haversack won’t lie 
flat against the hip. Use the Rifleman’s 
haversack, first trimming off the strap- 
and-buckle fastening, and using the temp- 
late in the Rifleman kit for the strap dimen- 
sions. The canteen — use the Continental 
soldier’s wooden one, or a spare British 
Napoleonic type from the discard box — 
was worn slung over the haversack, exactly 
as in the Rifleman kit instructions. 

The Rifleman’s pack and blanket can 
now be added to the back, with straps 
round the shoulders but not the horizontal 
strap uniting them across the chest. Final- 
ly, and probably after painting, add the 
Continental soldier’s musket and sling. The 
musket butt is a bit long for the lock to fall 
naturally into the right hand, so file it shor- 
ter until it all lines up properly. Don’t file 
straight across the end of the butt — use a 
rounded file and work a ‘dip’ into the butt- 
plate, until it fits around the upper arm and 
the length is right. 

Painting 

Complexion and hair Any European 
colouring you like. Cap Dark blue crown, 
band, and ear-flap, gloss black peak and 
chinstrap, white metal chinstrap buttons. 
The dragoons and artillery wore this cap 
without ear-flaps, and with yellow and red 
bands respectively: though white bands 
have been illustrated for the infantry, no 
contemporary paintings or surviving caps 
confirm this. Jacket Sky blue. This colour 
probably covers all shades between fairly 
bright azure to washed-out pale blue-grey. 
We used Rose’s watercolour paints for the 
model, and ’let down’ the Light Blue shade 
in this range with a little pale grey. White 
piping around the top, front and bottom of 
the collar, and around the edges of the 
shoulder-straps, but not across the outside 
end of the latter. On each side of the collar 
two horizontal bars of lace equally spaced 
on the depth of the collar, reaching back 
from the front vertical piping to a point in 
line with the shoulder strap buttons, each 
with a white metal button at the rear end. 
White metal buttons on cuffs (two), 
shoulder-straps and front closure. Trous- 
ers Sky blue. Boots Dusty black. Crossbelt, 
waistbelt, pack straps White, brass plates 
on belts, ‘US' cypher on waistbelt plate. 
Cartridge box Black, brass ‘US’ plate. 
Bayonet scabbard Black, brass chape. 
Haversack Off-white duck, two bone or 
white metal buttons at flap corners. Canteen 
Light blue, white ‘US’ or ’3’ on face, black 
or brown strap. Knapsack Semi-gloss 
black, white ’3’ placed centrally high on 
rear face, white straps. Blanket Red or 
brown-red, white straps. Musket All steel 
furniture, white sling. □ 


L 11 Squadron (c) 

Used on Vampire 5s, eg L:A-VX474, and 
Venoms, eg L:N-WE286. 

L 16 Squadron (c) 

Used on Vampire 5s, eg L:W-VV481, and 
Venoms, eg L:P-WE431. 

L 71 Squadron (c) 

Used on Vampire 5s, eg L:G-WA163. 

L 96 Squadron (c) 

Used on Meteor NF 11s, eg L:D-WD696. 

L 98 Squadron (c) 

Used on Vampire 5s, eg L:D-WE841, and 
Venoms, eg L:B-WE380. 

L 210 Squadron (c) 

First displayed on Lancasters, eg L:Z- 
SW368 during 1951. Also worn by Nep- 
tunes 1953-56, eg L:X-WX526. 

L 228 Squadron (c) 

Carried byShackieton 1/2s, eg L:K-WR951. 
L 240 Squadron (c) 

Carried on Shackleton Is from reformation 
in May 1952. Squadron numbers replaced 
letters in 1956. Example L:F-WG508. 

MA 161 Squadron (c) 

Formed February 15 1942 from the King’s 
Flight, No 161 was the second Special 
Duties squadron to be established, and it 
operated usually from Tempsford. It was 
responsible for the Lysander and Hudson 
pick-up aircraft operated into France. Its 
main initial equipment was the Whitley V, 
eg MA:P-Z9224 in use July 1942. Later the 
squadron was mainly equipped with Stir- 
ling IVs. Nevertheless it operated a variety 
of other aircraft including Albemarle 
MA:L-P1390, Lysander MA:G-V9707, Havoc 
MA;R, Hudson MA:0, etc. 

MB 236 Squadron (c) 

After wearing single number identity in 
1943 the unit adopted the letters MB in the 
summer of that year, these being used on 
Beaufighter VICs and Xs until the unit was- 
disbanded on May 25 1945. Examples 
MB:K-RD541, MB:H-NT957. 

MB 220 Squadron (Detachment) 

ME (c) 

This Coastal Command squadron held a 
detachment of Fortress Is In the Middle 
East for limited high altitude bombing 
operations. Some of the aircraft certainly 
retained WP coding from their 90 Squad- 
ron days, but the letters MB were also used 
by the detachment and retained on one air- 
craft which later saw service in India. 

MC 20th Fighter Group USAAF (c) 

Letters worn by the 79th Fighter Squadron 
from February 1944 to October 1945, first 
on P-38H/JS and from July 1944 on P-51s. 
MC Station Flight 

Fiskerton (c) 

Allocation confirmed, no details of use. 

MD 133 Squadron (c) 

Formed July 29 1941 at Coltishall. Used 

Hurricanes to December 1941, eg MD:U- 
Z3781: Spitfire lls October 1941-January 
1942, eg MD:G-P8191: Mk Vas, Vbs, eg 


MD;u-BL995: and Mk IXs July-September 

1942, eg MD:P-BS148. Redesignated No 
336 (Pursuit) Squadron, USAAC, Sep- 
tember 29 1942. 

MD 4th Fighter Group, USAAC (c) 

As 336th Pursuit Squadron, flew as part of 
the 4th Fighter Group September 1942 to 
April 1943. 

MD 526 Squadron (c) 

Formed at Longman June 15 1943 as a 

calibration unit, its main equipment was 
the Blenheim IV, eg MD:B-T2001. The 
squadron flew a number of Hornet Moths, 
eg MD;R-W9388: Oxfords, eg MD:N-X7200, 
and Dominie MD:X-R5934. 

ME 488 Squadron (c) 

Reformed Church Fenton June 26 1942 and 
equipped with Beaufighter IIFs used until 
August 1943. Received Mk VIFs February 
1943 and these were in service until Sep- 
tember 1943. Mosquito Xlls came into use 
in August 1943, eg HK204, and these served 
until May 1944. Mosquito Xllls were in ser- 
vice between October 1943 and October 
1944, eg ME:R-MM466, and were then 
replaced by Mk 30s, eg ME:H-MM809. The 
squadron disbanded on April 26 1945. 

MF Fighters Leaders School/Central 

Fighter Establishment (c) 

Letters used by FLS within CFE between 
December 1944 and July 1945 on various 
aircraft, mainly Typhoons, eg MF:15-JR259 
in use December 1944, and Tempest Vs, eg 
MF:N-SN108. 

MF 280 Squadron (c) 

This unit carried the identity number ‘3’ in 

1943, then the letters MF were introduced 

about July 1943 and used on the squad- 
ron’s Warwick ASR Is, eg MF:H-HG188. 
MG 7 Squadron (c) 

There is no evidence still that ‘MG’ was 
used by 7 Squadron prior to early 1941. In 
the first week of January 1941 the letters 
were first applied to the Stirlings at Oaking- 
ton as on MG:D-N3641. The squadron flew 
very few Stirling Ills and Lancasters began 
to replace Stirlings in June 1943, Mk I/Ills 
being used, eg MG:M-ND849. Soon after 
the war Lancaster BI(FEs) came into use, 
eg MG:E-SW265, and about August 1949 
Lincolns came into service, eg MG:D- 
RE340. Letters were given up in April 1951. 
MH 51 Squadron (c) 

Letters initially used on Whitley ll/llls from 
the start of hostilities, and on Whitley IVs 
November 1939-May 1940, eg MH:G-K9043. 
Operated Mk Vs from May 1940 to October 
1942, using Whitley Vs in Coastal Com- 
mand camouflage from May 1942, eg 
MH:G-Z9144. Halifax lls used November 
1942 to December 1943, eg MH:L-JD311, 
and Mk Ills from January 1944 to May 1945, 
eg MH;C-LW499. Squadron transferred to 
Transport Command on May 7 1945 and 
recoded TB. The letters MH reappeared on 
the squadron’s Yorks in January 1950 at 
Bassingbourn, eg MH:C-MW277, and were 
used for about a year. 


Ml 482 Bomb Group USAAF (c) 

Letters allocated to 813 Bomb Squadrdn 
which flew B-17F/Gs from Alconbury 
August 1943 to June 1945. 

MJ 1680 (Transport) Flight (c) 

The original 1680 (Transport) Flight coded 
BJ became 271 Squadron. The Flight 
reformed at Prestwick to provide a com- 
munications link with the Hebrides, Shet- 
lands and Orkneys using Ansons, 
Dominies, eg MJ:N-HG723, and Dakotas, 
eg MJ;O-FZ670. 

MJ Unit not known 
A Spitfire Vb MJ:L was recorded in 1942, 
and another, MJ:L-JL122, a Mk IXc, is also 
known to have existed. It is possible that 
this was the aircraft of a Wing Commander 
Flying, such codes being something to 
watch for. 

MK 500 Squadron (c) 

At the start of the war 500’s Ansons became 
coded MK, eg MK:S-N9907. Later the 
squadron used Hudsons, eg MK:W-V9094, 
and Blenheim IVFs presumably coded MK. 
Moved to North Africa November 1942 
when unit letters were relinquished. 

MK 126 Squadron (c) 

500 Squadron gave up its letters because 
126 Squadron in Malta was already wearing 
MK on Spitfires, eg MK:P-BR471. Their 
period of use is not known. 

MK 445 Bomb Group USAAF (c) 

The vacated UK allocation of MK was now 
allotted to 702 Bomb Squadron which flew 
B-24s between December 1943 and May 
1945. 

ML 257 Squadron (unconfirmed) 

In June 1940 two Hurricanes coded ML were 
observed taking off from Hendon in a for- 
mation of DT coded Hurricanes of 257 
Squadron. One was ML:H the other ML:K- 
L2101 which official records list as, at the 
time, being a 257 Squadron aircraft. ML 
coding has also been reported on Mustang 
IV ML:D-KM500 and a Spitfire IX ML:0- 
NH476. 

ML 12 Operational Training Unit (c) 

Letters carried on Wellington Ills, eg 
ML:R-BK136, and Mk Xs in 1944 at least. 
MM No allocation identified. 

Reported as used on Lancasters. 

MN 350 Squadron (c) 

Formed Valley November 13 1941 using 
Spitfire lias, eg MN:A-P8727, MN:T-P8200. 
Used Mk Vbs March 1942 to December 
1943 and again March to July 1944, eg 
MN:S-W3626, MN:F-BM176. Used Spitfire 
Vcs March to July 1944, eg MN:E-EE613, 
and Mk IXs December 1943 to March 1944 
and July-August 1944, eg MN:P-MH413. Mk 
XIVs used August 1944 to 1945, eg MN:V- 
NH686 when the squadron received Mk 
XVIs, eg MN:A-TD325. Disbanded October 
15 1946. Letters MN were then taken up by 
the Royal Belgian Air Force. 

MN 1665 Conversion Unit (c) 

Letters used on Stirlings 1943-44, eg MN:Y 
in use December 1943 when the squadron 
was at Woolfox Lodge and Tilstock. Period 
of use uncertain. 

MO No allocation confirmed 

An ’MO’ Spitfire IX has been reported. 


Correspondence and photos relating to 
this series should be addressed to the 
author, Michael J. F. Bowyer, c/o Airfix 
Magazine, Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 8EL. 


SOME YEARS AGO, in July 1970 to be pre- 
cise, I was fortunate enough to have my 
first article published in Airfix Magazine. 
This dealt with the Russian GAZ AAA truck 
of World War 2 on the chassis of which the 
BA 10 armoured cars were developed. 
Information on Russian vehicles has 
always been scanty and my original draw- 
ings of the GAZ trucks were incorrect in 
some instances — for example the rear 
springs on the GAZ AA 4 x 2 were cantilever 
and the front suspension was transverse 
half elliptic as on the early Ford cars like 
the model ‘T’, etc. These GAZ vehicles were 
based on the American Ford AA of 1930 
vintage and in fact were commonly known 
as ‘Russki -Fords’. A new factory was built 
at Gorki and the ‘AA’ was in production 
from 1932 to 1948 and the ‘AAA’ 6x4 from 
1933 to 1945. It was from this latter chassis 
that the armoured cars were built. The BA 
series armoured cars were similar to their 
contemporaries built in Germany, America, 
Japan and Great Britain, having a high 
silhouette and a modest performance in- 
herited from their commercial chassis. They 
were, however, a useful stop-gap until 
replaced by purpose-built armoured cars or 


tanks, and I think worthy of a place in any 
modercollection. 

To complete the picture my original arti- 
cle of 1970 has been re-written and the 
drawings re-drawn as necessary so I will 
first describe construction of the GAZ AAA 
and AA and then go on, in sequence, with 
the BA armoured cars. An ambulance type 
body has also been included to fit the ’AA’ 
chassis as an alternative to the GS truck 
body. 

GAZ AAA 6x4 GS truck 

The wheels are common to all the vehi- 
cles and as they are of a distinctive pattern, 
they will be described first. The source is 
the Airfix Emergency set of the Austin K2 
ambulance and K6 fire tender, although 
others of similar size could be used, for 
example the Bedford QL refueller, but of 
course this depends what you have avail- 
able in your spares box. The first job is to 
cut them down to the correct diameter and 
you can either do this with a good substan- 
tial file or try turning them down in a hand 
drill held in a vice. I find that electric drills 
are usually far too fast for working plastic 
unless you use wet-and-dry paper with 
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plenty of water to keep the plastic cool, it 
can be very messy! 

When you have them all neatly reduced 
in diameter, fit the centre inserts. The 
sketch will show the basic method which is 
to mark out 8 mm diameter circles on 10 
thou plastic card with five equidistant 
points marked on the circumference. 
Punch out 2 mm diameter holes half inside 
and half outside the drawn circle, finally 
cutting out the final shape. I save all the 
punched plastic discs as they come in very 
useful for things like driving mirrors, hub 
caps, headlight fronts, etc, on other mod- 
els. To form the domed centre for the front 
wheels and the dished centres for the 





Wheel construction is clearly visible in this 
photo of the BA 10 chassis during con- 
struction. 


rears, the inserts can be formed by placing 
them on a piece of soft 4 inch thick balsa 
wood and firmly pressing the centre with a 
pencil or dowel end, pushing into the balsa 
wood. 




Basic GAZ AAA chassis and cab assembly 
with ambulance body on left, with semi- 
completed model above. Two pairs of 
wheels remain to be added. 

To finish the front wheels first cement a 
30 thou thick disc and then one of the 
inserts, domed face outwards, into the 
wheel centre. The rear wheels are com- 
pleted by cementing inserts concave side 
outside into the wheel centres. The central 
hubs on all wheels are from punched plas- 
tic card discs with wheel nut detail im- 
pressed with a compass point. 

Axles for all these models can come from 
the Austins, the front from the K2 and the 
rears from the K6 or of course anything 
else similar from your spares box. The 
spring mountings should be carved away 
on the K6 rears to allow the twin wheels to 
slide further on and the projecting ends are 
cut off to suit. The suspension springs can 
also be cut from those in the Emergency 
Set kit. 



off 

K6 rear axles 

The cab assembly is also common to all 
the truck variants and construction should 
start with the 20 thou floor, allowing for the 
thickness of the cab/bonnet side pieces 
and rear when marking out of course. The 

Continued on page 284 
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Continued from page 282 

sides should then be marked out on 20 
thou plastic card and all bonnet louvres, 
door lines, etc, scored in before cutting 
out. Cab back, roof and bonnet top are 
shaped from 40 thou plastic card, again 
cutting out rear window and scoring in 
panel lines and louvres, etc, where neces- 
sary. You can use the windscreen frame 
from the Austin K2 flattened and with a 
centre portion removed to reduce the 
width. 

Assemble the bonnet/cab section, leav- 
ing off the roof until after installing the 
seats and steering wheel and painting the 
inside. The seat was probably of bench 
type but I have no information to confirm 
this. The Austin K6 radiator can be used by 
cutting a small sliver from the centre and 
re-cementing the two halves back together 
again. The bottom should be filed to shape 
and a hole drilled for the starting handle. 
Alternatively it is quite easy to scratch-build 
by scoring 40 thou plastic card to represent 
the grille and adding a frame from Micro- 
strip. 

The chassis is from 40 thou plastic card 
and it pays to include some substantial 
cross members between sides to keep the 
assembly square. Attach the various axles 
and springs according to the particular var- 
iant you are making, taken, as suggested, 
from various Airfix kits. The front axle and 
transverse spring are located with radius 


arms very similar in principle to the Scam- 
mell tank transporter. Ensure that chassis 
and axles are all correctly lined up and that 
all wheels touch the ‘ground’. 

The mudguards are a little difficult but 
are first cut from 40 thou plastic card cut 
into strips of required width and length. 
File and sand to ‘half round’ section and 


shape the fronts. The correct curvature is 
obtained by moulding round a heated roller 
bearing or metal rod of correct diameter. It 
doesn’t need to be red hot, of course, boil- 
ing water will do, the trick is to mould the 
main curve over the top of the wheel and 
then turn the mudguard over and do the 
reverse curve down to the running board. 
Stick the two side by side with a strip of 
masking tape to ensure you get a matched 
pair and don’t worry if you have to throw a 
few duds away. Practice on scrap strips is a 
good idea to judge the point at which to put 
the reverse curve, or alternatively make 
them overlong and trim up afterwards. The 
flat footboard section should be added 
separately and allowed to dry, after which 
join offside and nearside mudguards 
together with a 10 thou plastic card strip 
underneath the footboards to run across 
the vehicle underneath the cab. Ensure 
that the mudguards are parallel and the 
correct distance apart. This strip is to facili- 
tate assembly to the cab unit. 

The cab can now be assembled to the 
chassis/axle units and the strip under the 
cab doors (shaped from 40 thou plastic 
card) can be cemented in place. The mud- 
guard assembly then goes under this, 
locating with the transverse strip, and the 
fairings behind the mudguards can be cut 
from 10 thou plastic card and cemented in 
place. 

The body, either truck or ’van’ type for 
the AA or truck for the AAA, is perhaps the 
simplest part of the models. The truck type 
is from 20 thou plastic card with all plank- 
ing scored in on both inner and outer sides 
and the floor. Keep it square and add the 
ironwork from microstrip with coach bolts 
formed by impressing a dimple with a 
compass point. The van type can also be 
constructed in 20 thou plastic card with a 
roof shaped from laminations of 40 or 60 
thou. Most of these vehicles carried a little 
tool box and these can either be built from 
scrap or borrowed from an Airfix T‘34 tank. 

There are many other versions of GAZ 
body style, for example the 6x4 ambul- 
ance, the MM type, half-tracks, search- 
lights, rocket launchers, etc — perhaps the 
editor will give me time and space in a later 
issue to cover a few more. (Yes please! Ed.) 



BA 10 armoured car 

General construction for the armoured 
car is as for the trucks with wheels and 
axles being identical. The chassis should, 
however, be made deeper with the bonnet 
and cab built up on top. The flat-sided,, 
single shape should not present any prob- 
lems if assembly is commenced around a 
floor unit as we did for the trucks. I suggest 
20 thou plastic card can be used almost 
throughout except for the curved rear 
which is easier in 10 thou. These vehicles 
were invariably run with radiator front flaps 
and side flaps open and the simplest way to 
achieve this is by cutting out the aperture, 
backing it with 10 thou plastic card which 
is eventually painted matt black. The flaps 
are cemented in place in the open position. 

The conical turret can be built up either 
from laminations of plastic card or by build- 
ing up as shown in the sketch. In this 
method a top and bottom are cut to correct 
size and spaced apart with internal bulk- 
heads. All parts should be heavily scored 
on the insides. When dry the gaps between 
top and bottom are filled with Plastic Pad- 
ding which is filed and sanded to shape. 
The mantlet is from scrap or can be made 
from Plastic Padding between the two side 
plates. 

The rear mudguards with their stowage 
boxes, for the ‘track chains’ which can be 
fitted around the rear wheels, are built up 
from mostly 10 thou plastic card. A rear 
stowage rack for camouflage nets, ropes, 
etc, can be detailed by reference to various 
photographs. 

Colours of Russian vehicles are never 
easy to ascertain but generally seem to be 
one colour with no camouflage patterns 
evident. Greyish green or olive drab is safe 
for the trucks or generally as for contem- 
porary tanks. A disreputable and well used 
appearance is evident on all photographs 
with much ‘mud’ for the weathering fans. 
Winter of course saw the application of an 
overall white so depending on time of year I 
leave the choice very much to you. □ 

Facing page Two views of completed BA 10 
armoured car model. Below The BA 10 in 
the foreground with the GAZ AAA ambu- 
lance on left and standard AAA on right. 
In the background is one of the author’s 
earlier models depicting an AA with opened 
bonnet and engine detail. 
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Stuka ! 

Modelling the Ju 87B from Airfix and 
Frog parts, by Bryan Philpott 


THE RAPID development of warplanes 
between 1938 and 1945 rendered the Ju 87 
obsolete long before the end of World War 
2. Nevertheless, this ungainly aeroplane 
has had weaved around it a reputation, 
spiced with legend as well as fact, that put 
it in the class of one of the most controver- 
sial aircraft to have been used by either 
side. 

Virtually obsolescent — by the standards 
of the day — when the war began, the 
Stuka (which is an appellation that is tech- 
nically incorrect when applied to an indi- 
vidual aircraft, since it is an abbreviation of 
the German word Sturzkampfflugzeug 
which applies to all types of dive-bomber) 
was an ungainly, slow, and virtually 
defenceless aeroplane when faced by 
fighter opposition. Those in the Luftwaffe 
who considered the Ju 87 to be the ‘master’ 
weapon appeared to be vindicated in the 
Polish and French campaigns, when this 
evil looking aeroplane struck terror into the 


hearts of those on the receiving end of its 
screaming dives that culminated in the 
deadly accuracy of its bomb load. 

Dive bombing was a skilful art and in the 
hands of a well-trained pilot the Ju 87, 
which offered its crew good visibility, a 
high standard of manoeuvrability, and 
responsive controls, could deposit its 
lethal load within a 30 yard error of its 
selected target. With virtually no fighter 
opposition in the campaigns mentioned it 
is not surprising that its reputation reached 
a zenith that tended to blind those who 
couldn’t, or didn’t want to see its short- 
comings. As a weapon for use by an Air 
Force that controlled the air space in which 
it operated, the Ju 87 was undoubtedly an 
effective piece of equipment. But when it 
met fighters of the Royal Air Force in the 
summer of 1940, its use took on a true 
perspective, for it became an easy prey and 
was decimated in such numbers that its 
withdrawal very quickly followed. Without 


Ju 87 B captured at Timmini on January 12 
1942 (via Richard L. Ward). 


fighter escort, or once such a screen had 
been penetrated, the Ju 87 became prob- 
ably the most vulnerable combat aircraft 
ever to be thrown into a major conflict and 
its crews had very little chance of survival. 
Although the Battle of Britain was the 
beginning of the end for the Ju 87 it con- 
tinued to be developed for use in various 
roles and still served with the Luftwaffe 
when the war came to an end. 

Design work on the ’Stuka’ began in 1933 
and within three months of the initial 
specification having been finalised the first 
prototype, known as the Ju 87 VI , had been 
rolled out and commenced its test prog- 
ramme. This aircraft had the inverted gull 
wings that were to become such a well- 
known characteristic of the Ju 87, as well 
as the long canopy that housed the two 
man back-to-back crew. It was powered by 
a Rolls-Royce Kestrel V engine driving a 
fixed-pitch two-bladed wooden propeller, 
but differed from what was to become the 
final design in many respects including 
twin fins and rudders. 

Shortly after diving trials began in 1935 a 
structural failure resulted in the loss of the 
VI and the investigation into this slightly 
delayed commencement of trials with the 
second prototype, the Ju 87 V2. This delay 
resulted in the change from two vertical tail 
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surfaces to the more familiar single fin and 
rudder, and trials recommenced in the 
autumn of 1935. Both the V2 and the V3 
were powered with a Jumo 21 OA engine 
and the original two-bladed airscrew gave 
way to a variable pitch three-bladed unit. 

Although there was competition from 
three other aircraft, Junkers were suffi- 
ciently confident of obtaining the final con- 
tract that by early 1936 they had already 
started tooling for an initial production 
batch. One opponent of the dive bomber 
concept was Oberst Wolfram von Rich- 
thofen, who, as chief of the Development 
Section of the RLM’s Technische Amt, 
issued a confidential directive in which he 
called for the complete abandonment of 
the programme. But one of the strongest 
advocates of the Ju 87 was Ernst Udet, who 
immediately overruled von Richthofen 
when he took over the Technische Amt, 
thus ensuring the future of the Ju 87. 

Development work continued and by late 
1937 a Kette of three aircraft from 1/StG 
162 — which by this time had been re- 
designated StG 163, was despatched to 
Spain for use by the Legion Condor to 
evaluate the aircraft under combat condi- 
tions. These aircraft were early Ju 87A-1s 
which, by the time of their debut, had been 
replaced on the production lines by the Ju 
87A-2, which was powered by a Jumo 
210Da engine with a two-speed super- 
charger. When the more powerful Jumo 
211 engine became available a major re- 
design was initiated and by 1939, when 
over 200 A series had been delivered and 
were being phased out of front-line service, 
the B series was being introduced. 

The Ju 87B-0 was an extensively mod- 
ified V-7 and in 1938 a further version of the 
Jumo engine, in which fuel injection 
replaced carburettors, became available 
and was fitted to production aircraft which 
became designated B-1. On this version 
only the wings and horizontal tail surfaces 
remained as the A series, the whole fuse- 
lage undergoing a complete ‘clean-up’ in 


Top of page Rudel’s Ju 87B 'T6+AL' (via 
Richard L. Ward). Left Photo showing the 
difference between the Airfix wing (left) 
and the modified Frog one. Below The only 
surviving Ju 87B, which has been reno- 
vated by the Experimental Aircraft Asso- 
ciation of Wisconsin, seen after its capture 
by the British (via Bruce Robertson). 
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which sliding canopies replaced the 
original hatches, and the ‘trousered’ 
undercarriage legs gave way to stream- 
lined spats. Five B-2s were sent to Spain in 
late 1938 where they followed in the foot- 
steps of the original three As. 

On September 1 1939 all nine of the 
Luftwaffe’s Stuka Gruppen had been 
equipped with the B-1 which represented a 
total of 336 aircraft. Late in the same year 
the B-2, which was fitted with ejector 
exhausts, a broader airscrew and 
hydraulically operated radiator gills, was in 
production and these began to supplement 
and replace the earlier B-1. The initial 
success of the Ju 87 saw tentative plans to 
cease its production revoked, and even the 
lessons learned in the Battle of Britain 
failed to bring to a halt this anachronism of 
an aeroplane. 

The basic design continued to be 
changed as the Ju 87 soldiered on in the 
bombing and ground support roles. It 
enjoyed considerable success as an anti- 
tank weapon on the Eastern Front and saw 
service in most theatres. Its roles were 
extended to include night intruder 
missions, glider towing, ground attack, and 
in one experiment, troop carrying. A ver- 
sion of it was also planned for the aircraft 
carrier Graf Zeppelin, when it was fitted 


with the necessary arrestor gear and 
manually folding wings. 

Although many manufacturers of plastic 
kits have included versions of the early 
marks of Spitfire, Hurricane and Bf 109s in 
their lists, the first versions of the ‘Stuka’ 
that were contemporaries of those aircraft 
mentioned, have surprisingly been neg- 
lected in favour of the later ‘G’ models. The 
forthcoming introduction by Airfix of the Ju 
87B in their 1 :24 scale range has prompted 
a look at their earlier offering of an early 
war period Ju 87B, as it is felt that there will 
probably be many collectors of 1 :72 scale 
models whose dormant interest in this air- 
craft will now be re-awakened. 

Before taking too critical a view of the 
1:72 scale kit it is worth remembering that 
it is one of the very earliest offerings to 
come from Airfix and therefore comparison 
with some of the present range would be 
invidious. However, careful work enables a 
much improved model to be added to any 
small scale collection, and is the only way 
— until such time as Airfix choose to retool 
it, or another manufacturer fills the gap — 
this can be done. The French company 
Heller also produce a Ju 87B but this too is 
not as accurate as it might have been, and 
has not been seen in the shops for some 
time, at the time of writing. 



Blank off hole with plastic 
card bulkhead 


Ju 87B of 3/SG 1 in desert camouflage of 
overall sand with blotches of dark green 
and light blue under surfaces, as featured 
in Bryan Philpott's recent book Airfix 
Magazine Guide 10 Luftwaffe Camouflage 
of World War 2. 


The work involved in this conversion, for 
that is what it virtually is, is considerable 
and involves the purchasing of not only the 
Airfix kit but also the Frog Ju 87C. It could 
be argued that it is hardly worth bothering 
as there are so many areas that need atten- 
tion that one might just as well start from 
scratch. This is all very well for those 
modellers skilled enough to tackle such a 
task, but one must not overlook the not 
inconsiderable numbers who cannot or do 
not want to go to such lengths, and will be 
quite happy to work on the existing kit. 

The work I have detailed covers the 
major changes to the basic kit, there are 
others that the avid enthusiast might want 
to carry out, but basically I have tried to 
sow the seeds from which a fair or very 
good 1 :72 scale Ju 87 can grow, depending 
on the whims of the individual concerned. 

The fuselage requires major surgery so 
this is as good a place as any to make a 
start. 

Before cementing the two halves 
together remove the solid piece between 
the front and rear cockpits as well as the 
locating pins for the crew members. Whilst 
still in a removing frame of mind, hollow 
out the front of the large chin intake and 
cut a blanking piece from 20 thou plastic 
card which is recessed into this intake. I 
found that the cockpit floor and seats from 
the Frog kit fitted into the Airfix halves, and 
inserted these together with an instrument 
panel. 

The sill around the cockpit edge was 
thinned and both halves cemented 
together with the cockpit interior in place. 
The assembly was left overnight to set 
really solid then attention was turned to 
putting right the contours of the fuselage 
forward of the windscreen. The most 
noticeable error on the kit is the almost 
total absence of the oil cooler intake, this 
being represented simply by nothing more 
than a slight dimple. I made a vertical cut 
with a razor saw at the rear edge of the 
intake, then a horizontal one from just aft 
of the nose to meet this. When the plastic 
was removed a sizeable hole resulted but 
this was filled with a strip of plastic card 
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Top and bottom views of the author’s model during construction, showing revised wing shape, underwing radiators removed and 
blanked off, detailed cockpit, etc. 


which formed the basis of the revised nose. 
Additional thinner pieces of plastic ca^d 
were then cemented around the rear and 
sides of the hole and, when set, were faired 
in with body putty. When this area had 
thoroughly dried the new intake was 
shaped using a very sharp modelling knife 
and lots of attention from wet and dry. It is 
an exacting task to get the correct shape 
but constant reference to the drawings 
show the final shape that must be aimed 
for. 

The intake behind the oil-cooler is made 
in the san>e way except that I found it 
necessary to drill a small hole that was ther. 
elongated with a file before being moulded 
to the correct shape with body putty. 

The exhaust stacks were made more 
positive in shape with a modelling knife 
and their ends drilled out with a very fine 
dental burr. 

Similar attention was given to the gills 
behind the chin intake, by using the 
moulded marks as a guide for cutting defi- 
nite separations between them. It would 
not be too difficult a task to remove these 
gills completely and replace them with new 
ones from 10 thou plastic card, if you have 
the time and expertise to make every one 


the same shape, and fix them in a realistic 
position. 

The shape of the fin/rudder can be im- 
proved by dexterous use of wet and dry and 
the modelling knife, as can other areas on 
the fuselage, such as the three small 
intakes around the nose cowling. 

Should you not relish the task of 
building-up the intakes on the top decking 
an alternative method is to remove a whole 
section above the exhaust stacks, cement a 
balsa block in place and work this to the 
required shape. Of the two I personally pre- 
fer the plastic card/body putfy approach as 
I find this easier to work with than balsa. 

The wings from the Airfix kit are too 
narrow in chord and must be completely 
replaced. I used those from the Frog kit 
which are the correct chord but being from 
a ‘G’ version have a greatly increased span. 
Start by removing the radiators from the 
inboard sections before the halves are 
joined together and fill the holes left by this 
work with a plastic card base before 
cementing the bottom sections to the top 
ones. When this has been done the two 
plastic card lined holes are filled with body 
putty which is then sanded smooth. 

As already stated the Airfix wings are too 


narrow in chord by about 4 mm but they 
can be used to mark the correct span on 
the Frog wings which are then cut-off at the 
tips. These are then reshaped in this area to 
achieve the more blunted tips of the Ju 
87B, which also means that they will need 
to be sanded to a thinner section at this 
point. New locating slots have to be cut 
into the Airfix fuselage and when the Frog 
wings are fitted, the gap caused by the 
increased chord at the trailing edge/fuse- 
lage join has to be filled with two strips of 
plastic card faired in with filler. 

The trailing edge flaps/ailerons from the 
Frog kit are also reduced in span and fitted 
in their original locating holes in the wing 
undersurfaces. Dive brakes are made from 
plastic card using those in the Airfix kit as a 
guide, and they are cemented in place using 
stretched sprue to locate them in the cor- 
rect positions, which can be ascertained 
from the Airfix wings. I used these to mark 
the three locating pins then drilled holes to 
accept the sprue before finally cementing 
the plastic card dive brakes to the protrud- 
ing ends of the sprue. 

Whilst the drill is handy use it to make a 
hole for the pitot head 30 mm from the tip 
of the starboard wing tip, the actual pitot 
head being fabricated from stretched 
sprue. 

The wheels from the Frog kit were also 
used but the spats were reshaped with wet 
and dry and the legs covered with a 
‘trouser’ made from 10 thou plastic card. 

The small end plates on the tailplanes in 
the Airfix kit must also be reshaped and the 
underneath braces replaced by finer ones 
made from plastic rod or sprue. It is of 
course possible to use the Frog tailplanes, 
which is what I in fact did after becoming 
dissatisfied with my efforts at reworking the 
Airfix ones. The tail wheel from the Frog kit 
is also much better than that included with 
the Airfix one. 

The locating pins for the bomb under the 
Airfix fuselage were left in place but a new 
bomb was located in the spares box and 
the cradle used to swing it clear of the 
propeller was added from plastic rod. 

As far as the propeller itself is concerned, 

I used the Frog spinner with blades made 
from plastic card, although the Airfix one, if 
cleaned-up, will suffice. 

To bring the actual construction to 

Continued on page 292 





1 




I 

f 


MODELMARK 


33 PLASHET GROVE, UPTON PARK, LONDON, E.6 

TELEPHONE: 01-552 0352 Monday to Friday 


1/35 

TAMIYA ARMOUR 

1/35 

Matilda 

.. E2.20 

M113 

£2.70 

Hunting Tiger.... 

.. £4.40 

Stuart 

£1.30 

Flakvierling 

.. E3.99 

Flak 88 

£4.50 

Ansaldo 13/40 ... 

.. £1.80 

Tiger 1 

£4.40 

WillysJeep 

.. El .65 

Quad 

£1.95 

Grant 

.. £1.85 

Lee 

£1.85 

Kettenkrad 

.. £1.30 

SdKfz 232 

£2.99 

1/32 MONOGRAM ARMOUR 

1/32 

Patton Tank 

.. £2.35 

Grant 

. £2.35 

Panzerjager 

.. £2.35 

Lee 

. £2.35 

Sturmgeschutz . . . 

.. £2.35 

PzlV 

. £2.35 

Panzerspahwagen 

.. £2.35 

Personnel Carrier . . 

. £1.75 

Fiakpanzer 

.. £2.35 

H/Track 

. £1.75 

Sturmpanzer 

.. £2.35 

Vk ton U.S. Truck 

. £1.75 


NEW MATCHBOX 


Vickers Wellington Mark X 85p 

Heinkel HE115 floatpiane 85p 

Heinkel HE1 1 1 H Bomber 85p 

Phantom F4K/M 85p 

Jagdpanther 30p 


ERTL TRUCKS 

SUPERB NEW 1/25 SCALE AMERICAN TRUCKS 


Paystar 5000 DUMP TRUCK E7.95 

Pay Hauler Constructton Truck E8.95 

Paystar 5000 LOGGER E7.95 


1/72 LETRASET DECALS 1/72 

1 Luftwaffe white codes and numerals 

2 Luftwaffe black codes and numerals 

3 Luftwaffe Swastikas 

9 RAF 'B' Type Roundels, wing/fuselage 

15 RAF Sky type 'S' and grey codes 

16 RAF Black codes and serials 

25 Luflwaffe upper/lower wing crosses 
36 Luftwaffe night fighter markings 
40 Finnish national insignia 
PLUS EVERY OTHER SHEET IN THE RAfiGE 


1/76 FUJIMI ARMOUR 1/76 

ALL 65p 

Jap Type 97 Jagdtiger Praga 

Elefant T34/76A SU85 

Hetzer Valentine Sherman 

T34/85 Matilda KV1A 

Chi-Ha Jap type 1 SdKfz 222 


1/76 HASEGAWA 1/76 

NEW ... Daimler Mk II A/Car 40p 

NEW . . . Humber Mk II A/Car 40p 


1/15 BANDAI 1/15 

HUGE . . . PZ1V-F2 Tank E12.50 


AIRBRUSHES 


Badger 250 E5.70 

Badger 100XF E26.00 

100XF needle 65p 

2 oz. Jar 26p 

Air Can El .40 

Air Filter/W'ater 

Trap E6.75 

200 Needle 65p 


Badger 200 E20.00 

Compressor E40.00 

1 oz. Jar 20p 

Jar Gaskets 26p 

Air Regulator E3.00 

Tyre Adapter 96p 

10 ft. Hose E2.15 

6 ft. Hose El .65 


1/20 NICHIMO 1/20 

HUGE AIRCRAFT KITS, SUPERB DETAIL 

CESSNA 172 E11.95 

AEROSABARU FA200 E9.75 

HUGHES 500 HELICOPTER El 1.95 


These are probably the best aircraft kits ever 
offered for sale 


Junkers JU86D 

£1.60 

Caproni CA31 1 

£1.60 

Fiat BR20 

£1.35 

Henschel HS126 

75p 

Gotha 242 

£1.50 

CantZSOI 

£1.65 

Caproni CA313 

£1.35 

Thunderstreak 

90p 

JU188 

£1.55 

Thunderflash 

90p 

U-5FN 

50p 




1/32 Scale 


HASEGAWA 




F86 Sabre 

£2.95 

Boeing P26 

. £1.80 

P51D Mustang 

,.. £1.50 

Ki43 Oscar 

£2.75 

A6M5 Zero 

. £1.50 

ME163 Komef 

... £1.35 

ME262A 

£1.95 

FW190A 

. £1.50 

ME Bf109E 

... £1.50 

Boeing P12E 

£1.35 

Curtiss BF2C1 

.. £1.50 

NEW . . . F104G/J .. 

... £3.25 


1/72 Scale 


HASEGAWA 




F86 Sabre 

36p 

Northrop F5 

. 36p 

MIG 21 

55p 

MIG 17 

S5p 

Intruder 

. 75p 

RF101 Voodoo 

75p 

F106A 

95p 

F102A 

. 95p 

F1000 S/Sabre 

75p 

Bronco 

55p 

Eagle F15A 

. 77p 

F4E Phantom 

95p 

T33A 

36p 

Harrier 

. 55p 

FI 050 

75ij 

A7 Corsair 

55p 

MU2S 

. 77p 

MU2J 

77p 

Lightning 

55p 

Skyhawk 

. 55p 

Spitfire 1 

50p 

Vigilante 

95p 

Hi^ UH1D 

. S5p 

Shinmeiwa 

£3.50 

HE'51 

36p 

Madin 

. £2.50 

Neptune 

£1.55 

B47E .*. 

£2.65 

Razorback P47 

. 50p 

Mustang P51D 

50p 

Cessna A37A 

55p 

Bubbletop P47 

. 50p 

Fuji T1A 

55p 

T28 Talon 

36p 

Zero 

. 50p 

F4K Phantom 

75p 

Mentor T34A 

55p 

Betty/Baka 

. £1.95 

Emily 

£3.00 

Mavis 

£3.00 

HE51 floats 

. 55p 

Tracker 

£1.00 


1/48 Scale 


MONOGRAM 




Boeing B17G 

£5.95 

P61 Black Widow 

. £3.75 

Devastator 

£1.85 

Wildcat F4F 

90p 

ME Bf109E 

. 90p 

Spitfire 

90p 

Hurricane 

90p 

Avenger 

. £1.15 

Dauntless 

£1.15 

Hellcat 

£1.15 

Corsair 

. £1.15 

Thunderbolt 

£1.15 

Stuka 

£1.15 

Typhoon 

. £1.15 

Airacobra 

£1.15 

Mosquito 

£1.50 

Trojan T28 

. 90p 

00335 Arrow 

£1.75 

FW190 

90p 

P40B Warhawk 

. 90p 

Mustang P51B 

90p 

Kingfisher 

£1.15 

Helldiver 

. £1.15 

P38 Lightning 

£1.50 

1/72 Scale 


MONOGRAM 





Curtiss P36A . . 
HawkP6E .... 

ME BfllO 

HU16 Albatross . 
Tomcat F14A ... 
Huey Gunships . 


65p P40N Warhawk 65p 

65p Catalina E1.10 

90p P51B Mustang 65p 

El .25 F7Tigercat 90p 

El .65 Eagle FI 5A El. 65 

El .20 Boeing F4B4 65p 


Goshawk F11C . 

Skyraider 

Dornier 001 7Z 

F8 Bearcat 

Twin Mustang . 
Boeing B52D . . 


65p 
90p 
E1.25 
65p 
El .25 
E6.50 


1/32 Scale 

Grumman Gulfhawk (Civil) 


MONOGRAM 
El .75 Grumman F3F 


1/72 Scale 
Macchi MC202... 

. 45p 

Heinkel HE162 ... 

FROG 

. 45p Wildcat 

. 45p 

Hurricane 

45p 

Bt109F 

45p 

Tomahawk 

. 45p 

Mustang P51A . .. 

. 45p 

Hornet F3 

. 55p 

S/Manne GCB . . . 

. 45p 

ME262A 

. 45p 

Sea Venom 

. 5Sp 

FW190 

. 45p 

ME110G 

. 55p 

Kittyhawk 

. 45p 

Typhoon 

. 4Sp 

00335A 

. 65p 

Javel.n 9(B) 

. 75p 

Viniy IV 

. 75p 

Spitfire 13 

. 55p 

Spitfire 5A 

45p 

Vampire 

. 45p 

Avenger 

. 55p 

Canberra 

. 75p 

Mosquito 

. 55p 

Buccaneer 

. 75p 

Tempest V 

. 45p 

Corsair F4 

. 45p 

Firefly 1 

. 55p 

Vengeance 

. 55p 

Beaufighter 

. 55p 

Meteor F4 

. 55p 

Lysander 

45p 

ME410 

. 55p 

Hunter FGA9 

. 55p 

P47D 

. 55p 

JU87G 

. 55p 

Fokker 021 

. 45p 

Typhoon IB 

. 55p 

Mirage 111 

. 55p 

F4K Phantom . . . 

. 75p 

Lightning F6 

. 75p 

Gipsy Moth 

. 35p 





1/72 Scale 


CONTRAIL 

VAC-FORM 




MAYO/MERCURY COMPOSITE 

. £5.50 

Convair B36D . . . 



.. £5.50 

Welkin 

. . . 75p 

Bombay 

.. £1.25 

JU290 

.. £1.85 

JU390 

.. £2.20 

Harrow 

... £1.25 

Heyford 

.. £1.25 

Hendon 

.. £1.35 

Lincoln 

.. £1.50 

C46 

... £1.65 

Overstrand 

.. £1.25 

WAC0CG4 .... 

.. 90p 

WACO CG13 . . 

.. 90p 

horsa 

.. £1.00 

Coronado 

.. £1.65 

Iris 

.. £1.80 

London 

.. £1.55 

Stranraer 

.. £1.55 

Perth 

.. £1.80 

Scapa 

.. £1.50 

TSR2 

.. £1.28 

Southampton . . . 

.. £1.50 

Northrop N3/PB . , 

.. £1.00 

York 

.. 86p 

Manchester ... 

.. 86p 


LANCASTERS 

Tamiya 1/48 Dam Buster 

Tamiya 1/48 BI/111 


E7.99 

E7.99 


NEW SQUADRON/SIGNAL 

A7 Corsair In Acbon El .75 

B52 In Action El .75 

Liberator In Action El .75 


ACCESSORIES 


Green Puffy 

60p 

Rub 'N Buff ... 

.. 75p 

Quicksand 

30p 

Scalpels 

.. 13p 

Tweezeis 

45p 

Araldite 

.. 40p 

Pactra liquid glue 

20p 

Enamels 

14p 

HumbrolAutnentics 

16p 

Oullcoat 

.. 35p 

5 sheets plasticard 

50p 



POSTAGE RATES 

Orders up to £1 20p 

Orders £1 - £2 30p 

Orders £2 - £3 45p 

Orders £3 - £4 50p 

Orders £4 - £5 60p 

Orders £5 - £6 65p 

Orders over £6 are POST FREE. Overseas clients please 
send 2 reply coupons for exact invoice. Please send 
SAE with all correspondence, otherwise it will 
be disregarded. 


PRICES 

Prices are those ruling at date of 
despatch and all goods are offered 
subject to availability. 
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Northern Militaire 
— what a show! 

Bruce Quarrie reports from the recent highly 
successful ‘happening’ in Manchester 


Continued from page 290 




Fit 10 thou plastic card 
trouser to Frog leg 

almost 100 per cent completion add the 
two entry foot rests beneath the fuselage 
behind the canopy using stretched sprue to 
make these two ‘L’-shaped components. 

The most difficult task has been left to 
last but can be tackled at almost any time 
after the fuselage has been completed; this 
is the cockpit canopy. 

There are several ways in which this can 
be tackled, the real defeatist method would 
be to use the one supplied with the kit, but 
this would be a true case of ‘spoiling the 
ship for a ha’p’orth of tar’. It is as well to 
make it quite clear at this stage that the 
Frog canopy cannot be used as it is totally 
incorrect in shape. for a ’B’ version. 

Using the' plans and the Airfix canopy as 
a guide to get the correct width and length, 
a balsa canopy can be made from which a 
new clear canopy is moulded, but after 
much fiddling about I chose an entirely 
different approach. 

My method was to remove the wind- 
screen and rear ’gunner’s’ section from the 
Frog canopy and cement these two com- 
ponents in place at the front and rear 
extremities of the cockpit opening. I then 
built-up the rear section using acetate 
sheet heated and moulded over the Airfix 
canopy for the part from the gun-mounting 
to the back of the pilot’s seat, cutting this 
out and cementing it in place with a quick 
drying epoxy glue. The pilot’s sliding 
canopy was then cut out of the Frog 
canopy and very gently sanded along its 
top edge to remove the curvature before 
cementing it in the open position. This work 
must be done with extreme care as the 
Frog canopy is already very thin and the 
slightest pressure during work will result in 
it breaking. Once I had achieved the shape I 
wanted I polished the sliding portion with 
powdered toothpaste to remove all signs of 
sanding then painted the framing before 
cementing it in place. 

So there it is; there are other refinements 
and improvements that can be done, and it 
has not been my intention to describe how 
to make this early kit into a 100 per cent 
accurate Ju 87. But if the work I have 
described is carried out the result will cer- 
tainly be more like a Ju 87 than the original 
made straight from the box is. Those who 
seek perfection will find other tasks to do, 
or simply sit back and wait in hope for a 
1 :72 scale kit. 

The model was finished as the aircraft of 
the Staff el kapitan of 9/StG 77, all markings 
coming from the Blick Dry-Print range 
which is now being marketed by Morris & 
Ingram (London) Ltd. The unit badge came 
from Microscale sheet No 72 -9 on which 
the badges of Gr Stab 11/StG 77 and the 
9th Staffel have been transposed, so if you 
are making this aircraft and using that 
sheet make sure you use the diving crow 
emblem on a yellow background with a 
blue top as shown on the coloured illustra- 
tion on the cover of this magazine. □ 


NORTHERN MILITAIRE was the title of a two- 
day military modelling and wargaming 
’happening’ in Manchester at the begin- 
ning of November which probably ranks as 
the best such event ever. Over Saturday 
November 8 and Sunday November 9 some 
4,000 enthusiastic modellers, wargamers 
and members of the general public 
crowded into Swinton’s Lancastrian Hall, 
one of the best attendances ever recorded 
at such a show. 

There were the usual plethora of trade 
stands — one of the principal attractions of 
exhibitions like this being that you can 
actually get to see some of the figures 
advertised by manufacturers — most of 
which did such good business that by the 
afternoon of the first day those manning 
the stands were sending back to ’head 
office’ for new stocks! 

The new Hinchliffe 25, 54 and 75 mm 
Peninsular War ranges were much in evi- 
dence since one of the exhibition’s main 
attractions was a figure painting competi- 
tion organised jointly by Hinchliffe Models, 
Osprey Publishing and Campaign Colours 
to celebrate publication of the 50th title in 
Osprey’s ’Men-at-Arms’ series — Otto von 



Pivka’s Spanish Armies of the Napoleonic 
Wars. (We are delighted to hear, incident- 
ally, that this title is not — as was rumoured 
— to be the last in this popular series: next 
March will see publication of The 
Mexican-American War, by Philip Katcher 
and Gerry Embleton; The Zulu Wars, by 
Angus McBride: The Landsknechts, by 
Douglas Miller and Gerry Embleton; and 
Napoleon's Dragoons and Lancers, by 
Emir Bukhari and Angus McBride; while 
May will see publication of Rommel's Army, 
by Martin Windrow and Michael Roffe; 
Scandinavian Armies of the Napoleonic 
Wars, by Jack Cassin Scott and Michael 
Roffe; The Sudan Campaign, by Robert 
Wilkinson Latham and Michael Roffe; and 
Napoleon's German Allies II, by Otto von 
Pivka and Gerry Embleton.) 

Outstanding among the entries in this 
competition were a 75 mm Spanish 7th 
Cavalryman from Hinchliffe’s new Julian 
Benassi range, and a mini-diorama com- 
posed from the two figures in the 54 mm 
Sanderson range, impeccably executed 
and painted by George Johnson. 

Apart from this painting competition, 
there were displays and competitions from 



Left Superb French cuirassier from Graham Bickerton of Merseyside which won second 
prize in the competition for single foot figures. Right Immaculate Highlander from Jack Day 
of Preston which took first prize in the same competition (all photos by John Son). 




Right The superbly painted 75 mm scale figure of a Spanish 7th 
Cavalryman from George Johnson with its really villainous, un- 
shaven face, which captured first prize in the Osprey painting com- 
petition. The only fault with this figure, which many people com- 
mented on, is the length of the horse's back — come on Hinchliffe, 
since the figure's so nice, how about recasting the horse? Above 
George Johnson's other prizewinning entry utilising two Sander- 
son 54 mm Spanish infantrymen. Foot of page Another winning 
entry from Jack Day of Preston was this diorama in 54 mm scale 
depicting the Retreat to Corunna, which came first in the diorama 
group (photos by John Son). 



military 


a variety of clubs and organisations: the 
one which probably attracted the most 
interest was the north versus south ’battle 
of the champions’ ancient wargaming 
competition, which was won by Hinchliffe 
designer Pete Gilder — a triumph for the 
north. 

Demonstration wargames were put on by 
various northern clubs, and ranged from 
gladiatorial combat in the now famous 
arena constructed by members of Halifax 
War Games Society through a Western 
gunfight and Napoleonic conflict (using, I 
was happy to note, Airfix Magazine Guide 


No 4 for the rules!) to — would you beljeve. 
— dinosaur wargaming! Fantasy wargaming 
seems to be gaining strength rapidly, and 
Leicester Micromodels’ ’Wizards’ rules 
were a sell-out. 

Other stands included displays put on by 
the British Model Soldier Society and Mini- 
ature Armoured Fighting Vehicle Associa- 
tion, while sweating ’French’ Imperial 
Guard Grenadiers from the Sabre Society 
stood guard around the halls. The latter 
also put on a most impressive stand to 
arms during the minute’s silence on 
Remembrance Sunday. Also much in evi- 


dence were ’Feds ’n Rebs’ from the ACW 
Society, colourfully attired members of the 
Sealed Knot, and a clutch of whisky- 
drinking, gun-toting ’Western gunfighters’ 
who played grown-up ’cowboys and 
Indians’ outside the hall to the delight of 
the many youngsters present. 

All in all a most impressive event which 
everybody appeared to enjoy: if you can 
possibly make next year’s — which prom- 
ises to be even bigger and better — then I 
strongly reconmend you to go. Congratula- 
tions and thanks to all the organisers for 
giving us such an enjoyable weekend. - 
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Michael J. F. Bowyer 


Army-air coldofs lis 


Part 4 — Command and the Tomahawk 


BY THE END of 1940 employment of the 
army co-operation squadrons diverged so 
much from the remainder of Fighter Com- 
mand that it was decided to disband No 22 
Group and on the same day — December 1 
1940 — form Army Co-operation Command 
under Air Marshal Arthur S. Barratt, KCB, 
CMG, MC. Non-operational units hitherto 
administered by No 22 Group were now 
placed under No 70 Group whilst opera- 
tional squadrons came under No 71 Group. 
Thus the Command initially administered 
the following units: 70 Group — stations at 
Andover, Weston Zoyland, Old Sarum, 
Farnborough, Christchurch, Cardiff, Castle 
Bromwich and Ringway, at which were 
sited No 112 Squadron RCAF, Nos 1, 6, 7 
and 8 Anti-Aircraft Co-operation Units, No 
110 Wing, the Pilotless Aircraft Unit, Spe- 
cial Duty Flight, ‘D’ Flight, the Central 
Landing Establishment and Nos 1 and 2 
Schools of Army Co-operation. Under 71 
Group came the operational Lysander 
squadrons. Nos 2, 4, 13, 16, 225, 239, 241, 
268, 309, 61 3, 61 4 and No 1 1 0 RCAF Squad- 
ron. No 231 came under control of HQ 


tie speed margin over the Lysander 
although to and from the target area it 
would be able to fly at over 300 mph. On 
balance the Defiant did not provide an 
answer to a Lysander replacement: some 
other type was needed. 

Barratt adamantly expressed the point 
that he dare not risk being in a position 
whereby his squadrons were equipping in 
the spring of 1941 when the German inva- 
sion postponed from autumn 1940 was 
most likely to take place. Thus any re- 
equipment of the squadrons — which he 
considered essential — must be straight- 
forward and rapid. On December 22 1940 
he reminded the Air Staff that the Hurri- 
cane had been used for some reconnais- 
sance purposes by the Air Component in 
France, also recently in the Western Desert 
war. His ideas now revolved around the 
theory that squadrons in south-east Eng- 
land where operational needs would be 
greatest should re-equip with Hurricanes 
or, failing that, Blenheim IVs. Hurricanes 
would be placed in the south-east and 
north-east of this zone, squadron Nos 239, 


Key to drawings opposite 

1 SP:Y-AH848 of No 400 Squadron as 
recorded August 181941. The scheme illus- 
trated represents the norm for a Tomahawk 
of this period. The aircraft joined 400 
Squadron on June 18 1941 and was used 
by 171 Squadron from July 5 1942 to 
January 4 1943, when it passed to 430 
Squadron with which it served until 
Februrary 9 1943. Between July 1 and 
October 13 1943 the machine was used by 
1684 Flight. 2 Typical plan view of a Toma- 
hawk. Some machines had a mirror image 
of the pattern, and some were seen with 
colours reversed. 3 OE:B-AH896 recorded 
at Bottisham, August 23 1942. This 
machine had ^ long career, serving with 
Nos 403, 13, 26, 268 and 168 Squadrons, 
being depicted here in the letter’s colours. 
That AH896 was coded OE:B at the time 
and in the hands of 168 Squadron there is 
no doubt, although it was not officially 
taken on charge by the squadron until 
much later. Unit letters were smaller and 
narrower than on many Tomahawks. 4 
HB:Z-AH793 of 239 Squadron as recorded 
in January 1942. The machine wears the 
early style of colouring and probably had 
black under surfaces to the port wing in the 
manner of aircraft in the winter of 1940-41 
for tactical exercise purposes. The Type A 
underwing roundel was outlined yellow. 
AH793 served with 239 Squadron between 
July 16 1941 and March 19 1942. On 
November 13 1942 it left London docks 
crated and was returned to America (draw- 
ings by David Dean). 


Northern Ireland. 

The new Command had arisen from a 
suggestion by the Secretary of State for Air 
in September 1940 that an army co-opera- 
tion command comparable in status with 
Coastal Command should form, but this 
was not found feasible. It was considered 
that the Command should be constituted 
by combining under one HQ the personnel 
and staff of GHQ Home Forces with a 
C-in-C responsible to C-in-C Home Forces 
and under his operational control. An 
alternative was a Command independent of 
Home Forces comprising two Groups, 
coming under GHQ Home Forces for 
operations. The second course was 
decided upon so that RAF and Army needs 
were both taken into consideration. 

Army Co-operation Command came into 
being as Lysander squadrons were re- 
equipping with the superior Lysander III. 
Nos 16 and 614 Squadrons were declared 
thus equipped on November 8 1940, and 
the order of re-equipment of the remainder 
was Nos 4, 13, 16, 26, 110 RCAF and 225. 
Others already had the Mk III. To the end of 
their operational lives the Lysanders 
retained their Dark Green-Dark Earth-Sky 
finish with Medium Sea Grey unit letters. 

Barratt’s immediate concern lay with the 
future equipment of his operational squad- 
rons. Although it was acknowledged that 
the Lysander still had a useful life ahead, its 
ability to survive in a fighter zone was 
questionable. Attention was therefore 
immediately directed to replacement or 
supplementary types. In October 1940 trials 
of the Boulton Paul Defiant began to 
assess its suitability for special reconnais- 
sance of troop and vehicle movements in 
areas where the Lysander would be too 
vulnerable. It was found that at a suitable 
reconnaissance height the Defiant had lit- 



Above Tomahawk AX900, one of the first to reach Britain, seen at Yeovil in early 1941. Note 
the extent of the Sky under surfaces, also the radio mast. Wing guns are carried, but no 
camera is yet installed (via Bruce Robertson). Below Tomahawk 1 HA863 photographed in 
the hands of AFDU Duxford in early March 1941. Markings are standard, with the port wing 
having a matt black underside. There is no yellow surround to the Type A roundel. No 
camera port is fitted, the white rectangle aft of the roundel being a first aid notice. The 
notice under the rear hole in the cockpit coaming is accompanied by a notice concerning 
oil type. On April 29 AH863 joined 26 Squadron, serving until June 29. 400 Squadron used 
the machine between July 12 1941 and July 8 1942 when it joined 171 Squadron for a brief 
stay (via Bruce Robertson). 
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26, 2, 268, 110 RCAF and 16 being re- 
equipped in that order. Hurricanes were 
expected shortly to be in the hands of No 
26 Squadron at Gatwick, 2 at Sawbridge- 
worth and 268 at Bury. Then another prob- 
lem reared itself — if either of the latter two 
were re-equipped then their bases must 
change as neither could take the new 
types. 

A high-level meeting was held on 
January 1 1941 to thrash out the entire 
equipment programme. Introducing Blen- 
heims fitted no tactical pattern and their 
disadvantages outweighed their avail- 
ability, whereas the shortage of Hurricanes 
made them unavailable. Like a bolt from 
the blue the Air Staff suddenly decided to 
equip one Army Co-operation squadron 
with Curtiss Tomahawks for trials. They 
pointed out that the Tomahawk was the 
‘latest American fighter type with a speed 
of 350 mph’, which sounded good. It had 
been intended that all should be for the 
Middle East, but deliveries to the UK had 
overtaken shipping space available for the 
transfer. They could carry up to six guns 
and R/T, but were not armoured. 

There remains a suspicion that the Air 
Staff were, perhaps, not entirely fair in 
suggesting that the Tomahawk was an 
acceptable modern fighter. In December 
Fighter Command turned it down after 
brief trials conducted by 234 Squadron, on 
account of its poor altitude performance 
and mixed calibre armament, coupled with 
some handling problems. In no sense 
could it supplement — let alone replace — 
their Hurricanes and Spitfires in north-west 
Europe. Nevertheless it was soon plain that 
for Army Co-operation Command it was the 
Tomahawk or nothing. The Tomahawk was 
accepted in a lukewarm manner. 

The first Hawk H81 A-1 Tomahawks, some 
with only two .50 inch guns on the engine 
cylinder block, had arrived in September 
1940, arising from a French order and 
designated Mk 1. Most also had two .303 
inch wing guns. Many had French instru- 
ment calibration which needed changing 
and none had any armour. The all-up 
weight was around 7,215 lb. 

At the end of 1940 a second large batch 
of Tomahawks arrived. These were Hawk 
H-81 A-2s and 3s, equivalent to the USAACs 
P-40B/C and fitted with armour and self- 
sealing fuel tanks which pushed the gross 
weight to around 7,650 lb. These aircraft 
were designated Mk II, and had two .50 
inch fuselage guns and four .30 inch wing 
guns. Of the 1,041 Tomahawks ordered for 
British use, only 112 Mk Is, 61 Mk IIAs and 
43 Mk MBs ever reached Army Co-operation 
Command. The designation Mk 1 was 
restricted to aircraft with .303 inch guns 
whereas those with .30 inch wing guns 
were Mk IIAs or, in the case of aircraft 
numbered from AH991 etseq, and embrac- 
ing the AK range and those following, the 
suffix B was added since these machines 
had American equipment. Army Co-opera- 
tion Command Tomahawks had serials 
within the following ranges: Mk 1 AX900, 
BK 852-3, AH741-880; Mk IIA AH881-990; Mk 
MB AH991-999, AK100-194. On A&AEE trials 
the Tomahawk 1 showed a top speed of 338 
mph at 16,000 feet. It reached 15,000 feet in 
7V2 minutes which was a lot better than 
many of its contemporaries. 

Boscombe Down’s trials were flown 
using AX900 which Westland Aircraft 



HB:Z-AH793 of 239 Squadron, subject of one of the drawings. 


worked upon, like AH744 there between 
November 30 1940 and February 3 1941. 
Rolls-Royce had AH745 for engine 
development from November 12 1940 until 
its destruction in a crash in March 1941. 
AH863 went to AFDU Duxford on February 
14 1941 and AH863 on February 28, also for= 
tactical trials. 

Before any Tomahawks could enter ser- 
vice much modification work needed to be 
undertaken at Southampton by Cunliffe 
Owen, among the first worked upon being 
AH748 (the first, which arrived December 2 
1940) AH749, 750, 752, 756, 758, 759, 881 
and 948, all of which were erected by the 
end of December 1940. The aircraft were 
not erected on arrival (mainly at Liverpool) 
in anything like chronological order. 

Some of the early aircraft had their Sky 
under surfaces terminating well up the 
fuselage sides, but the Tomahawk was 
usually finished in Dark Green-Dark Earth 
with Sky under surfaces. Some had Dark 
Earth spinners, others black spinners. 
Before they were issued to squadrons they 
acquired Sky spinners and 18-inch rear 
fuselage bands. Underwing Type A round- 
els were usual, and some aircraft in use in 
the period December 1940 to about March 
1941 had the under surfaces of the port 
wing black with the roundel outlined yel- 
low. This black area did not apply to all 
Tomahawks, but it was commonly seen at 
the time. AH863 for instance had it, with the 
black terminating about half way across 
the belly. By April 5 1941 the black area had 
been replaced by Sky, also on AH861. 

The introduction of the Tomahawk into 
the Command added a new aspect to train- 
ing already much interrupted in the squad- 
rons. Their additional commitments were 
AA calibration, air-sea rescue and the train- 
ing of glider pilots. In June 1940 the Prime 
Minister had ordered the training of 500 
parachutists and three contingents of 1 ,000 
men to be glider transported, which called 
for 360 glider pilots initially carried out by 
operational squadrons using light aircraft. 

On January 3 1941 the Vice-Chief of the 
Air Staff stated that he hoped to be able to 
equip three Lysander squadrons with 
Tomahawks, and promised two aircraft for 
Old Sarum and one to No 26 Squadron the 
following week for trials. With suitable 
camera ports and equipment it soon 
seemed possible that the Tomahawk would 
suffice and on January 30 No 26 Squadron 
was ordered to equip with the type. 

During the third week of February No 26 
Squadron began to receive its new equip- 
ment initially in the form of AH766, AH817, 
AH820 and AH822. This was not the first 


Tomahawk squadron since, it will be recal- 
led, No 234 Squadron had been flying trials 
with AH885, 886, 887 and 889. 

Re-equipment with Tomahawks was still 
looked upon as an interim measure. Added 
to this the extent of re-equipment was con- 
trolled by airfield availability. Bury was too 
small so that 268 Squadron had to move to 
Snailwell. Accommodation and conditions 
at most stations were very inadequate 
which automatically cut the possibilities for 
conversion. Therefore only three squad- 
rons were earmarked for conversion. Nos 
26, 268 and 110 Canadian (later 400 Squad- 
ron). The Air Staff also had in mind each 
army co-operation squadron having a 
fighter-recce flight — not a good idea, for 
this meant mixed spares held by mobile 
formations. 

On February 19 1941 Command 
accepted the Tomahawk as a suitable air- 
craft for general use. Its lack of camera fit- 
tings, absence of suitable radio to link it 
with ground forces and its unsuitability for 
night reconnaissance were against it, but it 
was the best that was then available. It was 
considered unsuitable for controlling artil- 
lery shoots, but the expected Brewster and 
Vultee aircraft should be able to do this 
soon. 

By mid-April the Tomahawk programme 
was progressing reasonably, although the 
Allison engines were liable to overheating 
and full power running on the ground was 
giving trouble. Maximum boost was luckily 
not needed for take-off, and flying qualities 
were quite good. It was therefore now 
proposed to equip four more army co- 
operation squadrons with Tomahawks — 
Nos 239, 241 , 613 and 2 making five squad- 
rons in all. In addition to these No 403 
Squadron of Fighter Command flew them 
for three months from Baginton and Tern- 
hill. 

• Although the Army was still pressing to 
get rid of the Lysander, as it had been for 
the last ten months, the Air Staff again 
revised its plans in May to embrace re- 
equipment of only three more squadrons 
with Tomahawks. By May 5 1941 only No 26 
Squadron had a full complement of aircraft 
and spares remained short, with engines 
proving troublesome. After further discus- 
sion with C-in-C Home Forces on June 16 
the re-equipment programme was yet 
again changed and the following units 
were to arm with Tomahawks: No 26 at 
Gatwick, 400 at Odiham and 268 at Snail- 
well (all flying them already), and equip- 
ment to follow in 239 at Gatwick, 241 at 
Doncaster, 2 at Sawbridgeworth or an 
alternative base, 16 at Weston Zoyland and 
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Typical Tomahawk IIB AK184 in grey-green finish with Medium Sea Grey under surfaces. 


4 Squadron at York. The Mk 1 was in use up squadrons had seen no action for over a 

to August when it was decided to equip year: when action first came to a Toma- 

Nos 2, 241, 613, 16 and 4 Squadrons as well hawk squadron it was unexpected, 

as No 416 Strategic Recce Flight with Mk Flying Officer G. C. H. Jackson of 400 
lls. Squadron was on a training flight when he 

During July and August 1941 the Toma- unofficially streaked across the Channel to 

hawk squadrons worked closely with the Cap Gris Nez at low level and shot up a gun 

army providing tactical recces during a site. He was flying too low and grazed a 

large number of exercises. There was wing tip as a result of which AH812 was 

much unserviceability mainly due to engine slightly damaged and his temerity thus 

troubles, a fair number of flying accidents revealed, an unfortunate state of affairs, 

and little to maintain morale for these Barratt was keen to do something to 



Above AH762, a Tomahawk I used by 239 Squadron between June 11 and July 16 1941. 
Under surfaces are Sky. Below A formation of Tomahawks from 26 Squadron. All have black 
under surfaces for tactical exercise purposes. RM:D leading is AH893 used between June 
and October 1941. RM:Y is AH896 (IWM). 


improve general morale. In August 1941 a 
conference was held at HQ Fighter Com- 
mand to consider the possibility of Toma- 
hawks participating in offensive operations 
over France. The question was — what 
form could such operations take? The air- 
craft certainly had limitations above 15,000 
feet, and Mk lls had only ball ammunition 
for their .30 inch guns. Steps had been 
taken to change two guns on some aircraft 
to .303s and these could fire a mixture of 
ball, incendiary and AP ammunition. Their 
W/T communication equipment, T1091, 
was, however, unsuitable since it was 
unable to contact other fighters. The C-in-C 
Fighter Command considered it unwise for 
Tomahawks to take part in the general 
offensive because of the limitations. He felt 
that Rhubarb operations, during which 
ground targets would be attacked and use- 
ful intelligence for the army obtained, 
might be possible if the aircraft operated in 
pairs during cloudy weather and at heights 
not exceeding 2,000 feet. These aircraft, he 
said, should come under Fighter Command 
when they flew operations and operate 
from its bases. 

The Tomahawk squadrons were then 
allocated to fighter stations for tactical 
training: 26 to Kenley, 239 to Biggin Hill, 
268 to Duxford and 400 to Middle Wallop. 
In the event of operations Tomahawks 
would operate from Manston (26 and 239 
Squadrons), Coltishall (268) and Warmwell, 
Tangmere or Portreath (400). The plan was 
agreed on August 14. 

No 239 Squadron, which received its 
Tomahawks in June, used AH793 and 
AH802 for the first Rhubarb flown to the 
Ostend area on September 19. All its 
subsequent operations were to the 
Belgian-French coastal area, and they con- 
tinued at a steady rate until May 1 1942. 
This latter was a Night Popular (the first of 
which was flown by the squadron on April 
29 1942 using AH831). The squadron’s 
most eventful operation had come on April 
22 when five Fw 1 90s were seen and AH844 
was shot down by flak near Ostend. The 
name of the operation had been changed 
to Popular on December 9 1941 to dis- 
tinguish it from Fighter Command opera- 
tions. 
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The second Tomahawk squadron to 
commence operations was No 26 which 
had been fully equipped since May. Its first 
sorties were flown from Manston on 
October 16 by AH887 and AH857, and by 
AH833 and AH773, over the Le Touquet 
area. This squadron operated rather spas- 
modically until January 1942 when AH839, 
857 and 822 made the final sorties, to the 
Hardelot area. No 26 soon after re- 
equipped with Mustangs. 

Third, and the only other squadron to fly 
Rhubarbs, was No 400. It commenced 
operations on November 6 from Tangmere 
when Wing Commander Kerby and Pilot 
Officer Jackson flew to the Le Cayeuax reg- 
ion. On November 8 Pilot Officer English 
had to ditch AH845 in the Channel possibly 
due to engine failure. An ASR launch took 
him to Lyme Regis. He was able to confirm 
that it was possible to ditch a Tomahawk 
successfully despite the large nose air 
scoop. All the Tomahawks were now 
grounded for engine modifications, after 
which operations were resumed on 
November 22. Flight Lieutenant Morris and 
Pilot Officer Knight set off on a Rhubarb to 
Le Havre on November 27. They came the 
nearest of any to destroying an enemy air- 
craft but lost their Bf 109 in cloud. Opera- 
tions continued and in December Jackson 
and English flying from Merston were vec- 
tored towards some Bf 109s near Beachy 
Head. One managed to get on to the tail of 
English and a fierce battle took place as a 
result of which both Tomahawks were shot 
down off Etaples. No 400 Squadron flew 
their last operation on January 4 when 
oblique photographs were taken of the Le 
Touquet and Berck areas from 200-300 
feet. 

During the period of operations Populars 
were flown over coastal areas and slightly 
inland, between the north-west tip of 
France and the Zuyder Zee by pairs of air- 
craft. In addition to shooting up ground 
targets, oblique photographs were taken 
by an F24 camera mounted on the port side 
of the rear fuselage, and there was much 
visual reconnaissance. 

Up to the period of operations the Toma- 
hawk markings were unchanged. Some 
aircraft acquired a black individual identity 
letter under their starboard wing read from 
ahead, as on SP:A,P,Q seen at Snailwell on 
September 6 1941. Before they ventured to 
France the Tomahawks of the three squad- 
rons earmarked for operations were 
repainted in Dark Green-Dark Grey with 
Medium Sea Grey under surfaces and Sky 
unit letters. Serials remained black. Outer 
wing leading edges were yellow, bringing 
the aircraft into line with standard Fighter 
Command colours. Tomahawks in the 
remaining squadron retained their Dark 
Green-Dark Earth-Sky camouflage visible, 
for instance, on RZ:E,F,L of 241 Squadron 
at Bottisham on January 6 1942 and on 
NM:Q and D at Snailwell on March 31 1942. 
A changeover to the grey-green scheme 
gradually took place during the spring of 
1942 on all the Tomahawks of the Com- 
mand, RZ:J and AH928 featuring it at Botti- 
sham on April 2 1942. Two days later at the 
same station HB:T-AH789 and AH982 were 
wearing these colours, which had become 
standard by August 1942. 

On January 6 1942 the Tomahawk 
establishment in the Command was for 94 
Tomahawks in squadrons and 28 at No 41 


OTU responsible for pilot operational train- January 1942 also saw the fitting 
ing*. Only 54 of these were serviceable and experimentally to one machine of a Philip & 

another 21 fitted out for operations. There- Powis target-towing gear, but this never 

fore 41 OTU was reduced to a strength of progressed in the Command. 

12 aircraft. The troubles encountered were After No 239 Squadron was withdrawn 
lackof spares, mechanical unreliability and from operations the British-based squad- 

much trouble with the Allison engine. rons saw no further operations and 

Rolls-Royce were helping out by producing retained their equipment for front line use 

gears and couplings for 44 aircraft, and only until the Mustang took over, 
orders had been placed for generators and Arrival of the Mustangs threw up some 
drives in America, but there were the spare Tomahawks with which Nos 168 and 

inevitable delays on these. The general 171 Squadrons, two of the new army co- 
outcome was that the Command could no operation squadrons formed in June 1942, 

longer sustain Tomahawk operations over were for a time equipped for tactical train- 

France, and only sufficient support was ing. To improve the Tomahawk’s TacR use- 

available to allow 239 Squadron to con- fulness, vertical cameras were installed in 

tinue Populars. some machines of Nos 4, 170, 239 and 171 

Although the strength was set at 80 -i- 14 Squadrons in August 1942 and at this time 

aircraft the number held by squadrons was No 2 Squadron managed to fit an F24 in the 

86. Barratt, as soon as he had news that the starboard wing of the Tomahawk. But its 

Mustang would come along, planned on days were already numbered and the 

keeping Nos 231, 400 and 414 Squadrons Tomahawk was a memory in the Command 

equipped with 48 + 2 Tomahawks. by the end of 1943. □ 

Squadrons equipped with Tomahawks in Army Co-operation Command 


Squadron 

Unit 

letters 

Approximate 
period of use 

Bases, notes 

2 

XV 

8.41 - 4.42 

Sawbridgeworth. Last Tomahawk AK107 left in 12.43. 
Example XV;S-AH942. 

4 

TV 

1942 

Clifton. York. Only used three, AH791 and AK101 4-7.42 
and AK155 1 -4.43. 

16 

Nil 

2.43 - 6.43 

Andover. Only used three. 

26 

RM 

2.41 - 3.42 

Gatwick. Re-equipped with Mustangs 3.42, but last Toma- 
hawk left 11.43. Example RM:Y-AH896. 

168 

EK/OE 

6.42-11.42 

Formed Snailwell 15.6.42. Some were seen coded FK, 


although letters may have been incomplete. At Bottisham 
13.7.42 - 11.42 where no EK/FK Tomahawks were ever seen. 
Letters OE much in evidence now thought to be 168 and 
not 268 Squadron. OE:A-AK118 served with 168 Squadron 
14.6.42-17.12.42. BK853;OE:P in use 6 -12.42. 


171 

? 

6.42 - 9.42 

Formed 15.6.42 at Gatwick, to Odiham 11.7.42, Gatwick 
25.8.42. Received Mustangs 9.42. Example AH909. Most 
retained until 1.43. 

231 

MV? 

8.41 -6.43 

At Newtownards, to Long Kesh 11.12.41, Maghaberry 2.42, 
Long Kesh 20.11.42, Clifton 20.3.43. Mustang received 6.43. 
Equipped very slowly. 

239 

HB 

6.41 - 5.42 

Gatwick. Used a few Hurricanes 1 - 3.42. Received Mustangs 

5.42. Example of Tomahawk AH829;HB-F used 9.6.41 - 

11.2.42. 

241 

RZ 

8.41 -11.42 

Only partially equipped, main equipment Mustangs from 
3.42. Based at Bottisham, to Snailwell 11.7.41 and detached 
to Macmerry 22-28.7.42. Returned Bottisham. Example 
AH929 used 8.41 - 3.42. 

268 

NM 

5.41 - 6.42 

Snailwell. Received Mustangs 6.42. Example AH649. 

400 

SP 

4.41 - 7.42 

Base Odiham. In October 1941 the Squadron’s Hiawatha 
insignia was added to the cowlings of the aircraft. Example 
SP:Y-AH848. 

414 

RU 

9.41 - 6.42 

Formed 7.9.41. Base Croydon. Example RU:V-AK185 used 
29.11.41 -22.6.42. 

430 

G9 

1.43-2.43 

Formed 1.1.43 at Hartford Bridge, next day moved to 
Dunsfold. Completely equipped with Mustangs by 3.43. 
Example AH910 used 4.1.43, crashed 18.2.43. 

613 

SY 

9.41 - 4.42 

Doncaster. Example AH931. 

No 1 School of 

6.41 -9.41 

41 OTU formed from No 1 SAC 20.9.41 at Odiham, moved 

Army Co-operation 
& 41 OTU 

9.41-11.42 

to Hawarden 15.11.42 at about which time the Tomahawks 
were withdrawn. Examples: 1 SAC AH996, No 41 OTU AH972. 


In addition to these squadrons Nos 13, when Tomahawks formed main equipment. 

169, 170 and 225 from time to time held one Some squadrons held them for much 

or two Tomahawks on strength. The dates longer periods for training, etc. 
given in the tabulation relate to the periods 

*The distribution of these was established as follows. 

Initial Initial 

Squadron equipment reserve Aircraft actually held by squadron 

2 8 2 AH857, 899, 908, 909, 930, 934, 941, 942, 945, 946 

26 8 2 AH763, 791, 800, 822, 862, 864, 896 

231 18 0 AH898, 920, AK100, AK166 

(Composite squadron) 

239 8 2 AH752, 786, 793, 796, 802, 829, 831, 842, 844, 846 

241 8 2 AH757, 904, 929, 947, AK121, AK136, AK137, AK139, 140 

268 8 2 AH769, 775, 784, 790, 792, 832, 834, 849, 855, 897, AK1 22 

400 18 0 AH748, 761, 776, 787, 806, 817, 818, 824, 825, 848, 863, 884, 

889, 891 , 895 

414 8 2 AH906. AK1 1 9. AK1 28, AK1 61 , AK1 63, AK1 85 

613 8 2 AH771, 836, 905, 931, 932, 939, 944, 950, BK853, AK118. 156, 

162, 167. 190 
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The gun off the 
ffuture — FH70 

Terry Gander takes a look at one of the 


latest pieces of heavy artillery 

AFTER 1945 THE British Army was well 
equipped with medium artillery in the 
shape of the 5.5-inch gun-howitzer and the 
need for an eventual replacement was, over 
the years, deferred time and again when 
future needs were discussed. For some 
time it was even considered that medium 
artillery would be replaced in the field by 
some form of guided missile system, but it 
soon became evident that battlefield 
guided missiles were no substitute for the 
cost-effective flexibility of the conventional 
gun. Thus, during the early 1960s the 
Ministry of Defence issued a General Staff 
Target requirement for a replacement for 
the 5.6-inch gun. At around th6 same time 
a NATO requirement for a close support 
heavy gun was also issued and it was not 


long before the two different concepts 
were found to have some common points. 
As a result a bilateral agreement was drawn 
up between West Germany and the UK to 
develop a new 155 mm gun. The UK was 
given the task of designing the carriage 
and West Germany concentrated on the 
gun itself, but there were many overlapping 
areas (for instance, the UK was to design 
and manufacture some of the ammunition). 
In 1966 the first wooden mock-ups were 
shown and prototype manufacture was 
ordered under the design designation of 
FH70, and in 1970 Italy joined in the agree- 
ment. 

By 1970 the first Phase 1 prototypes were 
in being and on trials. The details have 
changed in many ways since the early 


Top of page Breech-end view of the FH70 in its firing position. Below Self-propelled! The 
FH70 travelling by means of its VW engine (MoD photos). 



FH70 data 

Calibre 155 mm/6.1 in 

Length of barrel 

with muzzle brake 6,750 mm/265.8 in 

Length of bore 6,038 mm/237.75 in 

Muzzle velocity 827 m/s/2,713 ft/sec 

Elevation -5.5° to +70° 

Traverse 27.5° 

HE shell weight 43.6 kg/96.12 lb 

Length travelling 9,450 mm/372 in 

Length firing 12,430 mm/489 in 

Width over wheels 2,590 mm/102 in 

Approx weight 8,800 kg/19,404 lb 

Normal rate of fire 6 rounds per minute 


Phase 1 guns but the basic concept is still 
the same. From the outset the FH70 was 
designed to have a measure of built-in 
mobility in the form of a Volkswagen 1,700 
cc auxiliary power unit (APU). This APU 
enables the FH70 to be moved over dis- 
tances up to 20 km across country, and 
when not required the APU can be removed 
from the carriage. The carriage is a heavy 
split trail design and the cradle is capable 
of high angles of elevation. In action the 
gun does not rest on its wheels but on a 
firing platform under the main axle. The 
gun barrel itself is of fairly conventional 
design and is fitted with a muzzle brake, 
and it can fire an HE projectile up to 24,000 
metres (26,256 yards), but with special 
ammunition this can be extended to 30,000 
metres (32,820 yards). 

The Phase 1 prototypes were followed by 
eight Phase 2 guns which incorporated the 
modifications found to be necessary by fir- 
ing trials. These were superseded by Phase 
3 prototypes which are the final pre- 
production examples. The Phase 3 guns 
were used for extensive field and range 
trials by the West German, UK and Italian 
armies. These firing trials were carried out 
on the German Hohne ranges, but some fir- 
ing was carried out in Sardinia during 
1974. The British contingent of the Joint 
User T rials was formed from members of 94 
(New Zealand) Heavy Battery, who manned 
a ‘troop’ of two guns throughout the trials 
and at one time managed to fire 119 rounds 
in one hour (this entailed the handling of 
some seven tons of ammunition!). 
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These trials were completed by May 1975 
and the resultant modifications are at pres- 
ent being built into the production lines. 
Production of the FH70 is being divided 
between the UK, West Germany and Italy. 
West Germany will produce the APU, much 
of the fire control equipment and 
specialised ammunition. The UK will pro- 
duce the carriage, HE ammunition, and 
also will be the head design authority using 
Vickers Ltd as the main production over- 
seer. Italy will produce the recoil mecha- 
nism and will also produce some ammuni- 
tion. But as already mentioned, there will 
be some ‘overlap’ areas. 

One of the most advanced design fea- 
tures of the FH70 is its ammunition. The HE 
shell weighs 43.6 kg (96.12 lb) but there are 
smoke and illuminating rounds under final 
development. In addition there are 
extended range projectiles — one is a 
sub-calibre fin-stabilised projectile and an 
American rocket-assisted projectile can 
also be fired. One of the more unusual pro- 
jects still under review is a round which can 
dispense mines over a wide area to counter 
mass tank attacks, and an even more 
unusual round which is under development 
in the USA can deliver a miniature TV 
camera slung from a small parachute for 
battlefield surveillance — this may be 
adopted for the FH70. As well as the rounds 
developed for the FH70, it can fire existing 
155 mm ammunition stocks, most of which 
are of American origin. It has not been 
thought necessary to develop an AP round 
since a hit from a 155 mm shell will nor- 
mally ‘kill’ any battle tank. 

While the partial standardisation of a 
NATO gun is to be applauded, a retrograde 
step has been taken with the adoption of 
three tractors for towing the FH70 into 
action. The UK has developed a new Foden 
ten-ton 6x6 vehicle with a smaller vehicle 
to act as a ‘limber’ for the ammunition. Italy 
will use a new Fiat 6x6, the TM69, while the 
Bundeswehr will use a new 6x6 
amphibious tractor. It is hoped to run a 
feature on these vehicles at some future 
date. 

Further in the future is the self-propelled 
SP70. This is a self-propelled counterpart 
of the FH70 which will fire the same 
ammunition from a new barrel. Some trials 
have already been carried out in Italy with a 
prototype gun fitted to an Ml 09. The final 
form of the carriage and suspension of the 
SP70 has apparently yet to be determined 
but early mock-ups seem to indicate that 
the turret will resemble that of the M109 
and the suspension would seem to owe 
much to that of the Leopard tank series. 
But as the chassis is expected to be the 
same as that used by the projected West 
German-UK MBT80 battle tank it will be 
some time before the final form of the SP70 
can be determined and the SP70 is unlikely 
to be in service before the mid-1980s. 

To return to the FH70, the first service 
examples will probably go, in the UK, to a 
battery of 1 Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery 
based at Tidworth. Until then, the towed 
medium artillery batteries will continue to 
use the faithful 5.5. By the time the FH70 
enters UK service the 5.5-inch gun will have 
been in use for over 35 years and can thus 
be deemed ready for a change. One won- 
ders how long the FH70 will serve — it 
would seem likely that its service term will 
be even longer than that of its ancestor. □ 



Short Mayo Composite 

IT IS interesting to see that two manu- 
facturers of vac-form kits have pooled their 
talents in a ‘composite’ effort to produce 
an interesting and unusual model that is 
most unlikely to ever appear in injection 
moulded form. 

Contrail Models of England and Airframe 
of Canada are the two concerned and the 
subject chosen, for what to our knowledge 
is the first joint effort by any manufacturer, 
is the Short Mayo Composite. The kit con- 
sists of two packages, one containing parts 
for the Short Maia mother craft and the 
other the Mercury satellite seaplane, the 
English company being responsible for the 
former and the Canadian the latter. 

Formed from thick white plastic card, the 
models are similar to other kits from these 
two concerns, which means that they are 
generally accurate in outline but rather 
crudely detailed when compared with other 
manufacturers’ kits. Nonetheless, the 
models assemble easily once all the parts 
are removed and sanded smooth along the 
surfaces that are to be joined. A consider- 
able amount of work is required and the 
kits should not be tried by those who have 
had no experience of working with vac- 
forms. 

The drawings provided are to a much 
higher standard than is usual and the 
exploded views are easy to follow. One 
criticism which has nothing to do with the 
kits, is the way the drawings are packed. 
On the review sample the staples used to 
secure the clear plastic bag container, 
passed right through the drawing in two 
places. These proved very difficult to 
remove and a considerable tear was made 
in the drawing of Maia before it was 


realised that they were firmly attached to 
the packing. It may be that we were un- 
lucky, but it is a point well-worth bringing 
to the attention of the manufacturers. 

Transparencies are moulded in very thin 
acetate and Maia also includes a sheet of 
transparent material for the fuselage win- 
dows, which is not really satisfactory but 
one must keep in mind the limitations 
imposed by this method of kit production. 

Definitely a model for the experienced 
and one cannot help feeling that a high 
percentage of those purchased will prob- 
ably never be completed. 

Scharnhorst and Gneisenau 

THE TWO LATEST Revell Ship kits depict the 
famous German battlecruisers Scharnhorst 
and Gneisenau. They will unfortunately 
invite comparison with Tamiya’s recent kits 
of the same subjects, and, frankly, leave 
quite a lot to be desired. 

However, keeping in mind the reason- 
able unit price of £1.10, they make up into 
models which, though likely to disappoint 
the serious modeller, bear a good overall 
resemblance to their elegant prototypes. 

The kits are very easy to assemble but the 
parts are in general heavily moulded and 
rather loose-fitting. Although there are no 
startling outline inaccuracies, many of the 
smaller pieces which one might expect to 
be supplied as separate items, such as 
anchors and boats, are moulded integrally 
with the main components, and many parts 
are of a very generalised shape, particularly 
some of the decks and platforms. Modi- 
fications can be made, but a lot of hard 

Continued on page 302 





300 


AIRFIX magazine 




PLASTIC KIT SPECIALISTS 


HELLER A/C KITS 

Polikarpov 1-153 1/7 

Yak-3 1/7 

Spitfire Vb 1/7 

ME Bt109E-3 1/7 

ME 262B-la/U1 1/7 

FW 190A-8/F-3 1/7 

P-47N Thunderbolt 1/7 

Bloch 152 1/7 

Dewoiline D-520 1/7 

Caudron 714 1/7 

Les Mureaux 117 1/7 

Morane M S 230 1/7 

Morane M S 406 1/7 

Potez 63-11 1/7 

Breguel 693 1/7 

Bloch 174 1/7 

Amiot 143 1/7 

Bloch 210 1/7 

Potez 540 1/7 

HASEGAWA A/C KITS 
Lockheed T-33A 1/7 

Curtiss SO C-3 Seagull 1/7 

N A F-86F Sabre 1/7 

Heinkel HE-51 A-1 1/7 

F-5A Freedom Fighter 1/7 

T38A/(F-58) Talon 1/7 

A6M3 Mod 22 Zero 1/7 

A6M3 Mod 32 Zero 1/7 

Heinkel HE. 51 B-2 1/7 

C Seagull Floalplane 1/7 

^ssna A-37A 1/7 

Bell UH-ID Iroquois 1/7 

MIG-17E/D Fresco 1/7 

P-47D flazorback 1/7 

P-470 Bubbletop 1/7 

S Spitfire Mk I 1/7 

P-510 Mustang 1/7 

Ki-44 Shoki (T0)0) 1/7 

Ki-61 Hien (Tony) 1/7 

FW 190A-5/7 1/7 

FW 1900-9 1/7 

H S Harner Mk I 1/7 

BAC Lightning 6 1/7 

Aichi E 13A Jake' 1/7 

T-34A Mentor 1/7 

G 0V-10A Bronco 1/7 

Fuji T-IA Trainer 1/7 

G OV-IB Mohawk 1/7 

G OV-IA Mohawk 1/7 

0-A4E/F Slwhawk 1/7 

L F -104G Starlighter 1/7 

A6M2 Zero 1/7 

A6M5 Zero 1/7 

F-4K/M Phantom 1/7 

F1000 Super Sabre 1/7 

R.F. 1050 Thunderchief 1/7 
Type 94-1 All 1/7 

Mitsubishi MU-2S 1/7 

Mitsubishi MU-2J 1/7 

F 15 Eagle 1/7 

G A6A Intruder 1/7 

F-4E Phantom 1/7 

F-l06A0ella Oarl 1/7 

F-102A Oelta Oagger 1/7 

RA-5C Vigilante 1/7 

S2F-1 (S-2A) Tracker 1.'7 

L. P2V-7 Neptune 1/7 

M G4MI Betty, with 
Baka Bomb 1/7 

G8NI Rita' 1/7 

Emily Flying Boat 1/7 

H6K5 Mavis Flying Boat 1/7 
Boeing B 47E 1/7 

Shinmeiwa PS-1 or SS-2 1/7 
SP-5B Marlin 1/7 

Boeing P-12E 1/3 

Boeing G F4B-4 1/3 

A6M2/3/5Zero 1/3 

Curtiss BF2C-1 1/3 

ME 163Komet 1/3 

ME BF-109E 1/3 

F W 190A 1/3 

P-510 Mustang 1/3 

P-26A Peashooter 1/3 

ME 262A 1/3 

NKi43 Oscar 1/3 

L F104 G/J 1/3 

N A F.-86F Sabre 1/3 

SUPERMOOEL A/C KITS 
Macchi MC. 202 1/7 

Macchi MC 205 1/7 

Reggiane RE 2000 1/7 

Reggiane RE-2001 1/7 

Reggiane RE-2002 1/7 

Fiat G 55S Silurante 1/7 

Fiat CR.32 1/7 

S M 81 PipistrellO 1/7 

Cant 21007 Single Fm 1/7 

Cant Z1007 Twin Fm 1/7 


ITALAEREI A/C KITS 

Lavochkin LA-5FN 
Reggiane RE-2002 
Henschel HS-126 
RF-84F Thundertlash 
F-84F Thunderstreak 
Fiat BR 20 Cicogna 


1/72 55p 

1/72 59p 

1/72 BOp 
1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 

1/72 £1.65 


Caproni CA 313/314 

1//2 

£1.65 1 

Junkers Ju-188 

1/72 £1.65 

Caproni CA/31 1 

1/72 £1.65 

Junkers JU-86 D-1 

1/72 £1.65 

Cant Z.501 F Boat 

1/72 £1.80 

Gotha Go. 242/244 

1/72 £1.80 

FROG A/C KITS 

F6F-3 Hellcat F. Mk 1 

1/72 

21p 

H Typhoon IB (Bubble) 

1//2 

45p 

D H. Gypsy Moth 

1/72 

45p 

G Gladiator 

1//2 

45p 

Fokker D.21 

1/72 

45p 

Supermarine S-66 

1//2 

45p 

Heinkel HE. 162 

1//2 

45p 

Wildcat Mk. IV 

1//2 

45p 

Hurricane lie 

1/72 

45p 

D H Vampire FB 5 

1/72 

45p 

Spitfire 8/9 

1/72 

45p 

P-40B Tomahawk 

1//2 

45p 

P-51A Mustang II 

1/72 

45p 

W Wessex Mk 1 

1/72 

55p 

V. Vengeance Mk II 

1//2 

55p 

Messeischmitt ME410 

1//2 

55p 

Swordfish Mk 1 

1/72 

55p 

D H Hornet F 3 

1/72 

55p 

ME 262A 

1//2 

55p 

Hunter FGA.9 

1/72 

55p 

Sea Venom FAW 21 

1//2 

55p 

F Gannet AS. 1/4 

1/72 

55p 

P.38J Lightning 

1/72 

55p 

F Barracuda Mk. II 

1//2 

55p 

Spitfire XIV and VI 

1//2 

55p 

Junkers JU-87G 

1//2 

55p 

G Meteor F. Mk 4 

1/72 

55p 

G Avenger II TBF I 

1//2 

55p 

F Firefly Mk. 1 

P-47D Bubbletop 

1/72 

55p 

1/72 

55p 

Typhoon IB (framed) 
Mirage IIIE/0 

1/72 

55p 

1//2 

55p 

Tupolev SB2 

1//2 

65p 

M Maryland 

1//2 

65p 

BAC Jaguar A2/T2 

1//2 

65p 

Dormer 335 A-6/A-12 

1//2 

65p 

Beaufiqhter Mk 21 

1/72 

65p 

F100D S. Sabre 

1//2 

BOp 

Skyhawk A4H/K 

1/72 

BOp 

BAC Lightning F6 

N A Mitchell II 

1//2 

1/72 

BOp 

BOp 

Buccaneer S 2A 

1/72 

75p 

Dormer DD- 172-2 

1//2 

75p 

V. Vimy Mk IV 

1//2 

75p 

G Javelin FAW 9/9R 

1//2 

75p 

Canberra B(l) Mk. 8 

1/72 

75p 

RF-101 voodoo 

1//2 

75p 

L. Neptune 

1/72 £1.55 

Heinkel HE-111 

1/72 £1.15 

AIR CONVERSIONS 
Hunter T.7 kit Conv. 

1/72 

BOp 

Harrier T 2 kit Conv 

1/72 

BOp 

WILLIAMS BROS A/C KITS 


Martin B-10B 

1/72 £2.90 

Boeing 247 

1/72 £2.90 

TAMIYA A/C KITS 

J7W1 Shinden canard 

1/72 

BOp 

J2M3 Raiden (Jack) 

1/72 

BOp 

Ki- 44 Shoki (T 0 | 0 ) 

1/72 

BOp 

Ki-84 Hayate (Frank) 

1/72 

BOp 

A6M3 Mod 32 Zero 

MANtA A/C KITS 

1/72 

BOp 

M Ki5l Soma G A vers 
M Ki-51 Soma Rec. Vers 

1/72 £3.00 

N B5NI Kate 

N B5N2 Kate 

1/72 £3.00 

M Ki-15 Babs 

M Civil Babs 

1/72 £3.00 

N KI-27A Nate 

N KI-27B Nate 

1/72 £3.00 

M Civil Babs 

1/72 £1.50 

RAREPLANES VACFORMS 


Bell 206 Jetranger 

1/72 

65p 

Stinson Sentinel 

1/72 

90p 

S6C-3/4 Helldiver 

1/72 £1.10 

S Spiteful 

1/72 £1.10 

Rep P43A Lancer 

1/72 £1.10 

Fairey Fulmar I/ll 

1/72 £1.10 

N A. FJ-1 Fury 

1/72 £1.20 

N A F-86D Sabre 

1/72 £1.20 

Martin B-10 

1/72 £1.40 

XFM-1 Airacuda 

1/72 £1.40 

D H. Rapide (Dominie) 

1/72 £1.40 

P-51H Fuselage 

Super Constellation 

1/72 

BOp 

ind. extra parts for 



EC-121 U and WV 2 

1/72 £4.00 


Please note that pnees given m this 
advert already include VAT 


POSTAL SERVICE 
Postage and Packing UK rates 
(Books and Oecals see special rates) 
Up to 70p, 22p Up to f 1 50. 30p 
Up to £3 00. 50p Up to £5 00. 65p 
Up to £7 50. 80p Up to £10 00. 95p 
Up to £15. 00. £1.10 Over £15. tree 
S.A E with all enquiries please. 


YB-17F Fortress with 
extra fuselage lor B-17D 1/72 
L.S. A/C KITS 
Peggy Heavy Bomber 1/72 

Ki-6/ Torpedo Bomber 1/72 
Ki-109 Exp Fighter 1/72 

M G3MI Nell 1/72 

M G3M3 Nell 1/72 

M Civil Nell 1/72 

FUJ1MI A/C KIT 
G E -2A Hawkeye 1/72 

MONOGRAM A/C KITS 
Curtiss P6E bipe 1/72 

Curtiss Fllc-2 bipe 1/72 

Boeing F4B-4 bipe 1/72 

Curtiss P-36 A 1/72 

G F8F Bearcat 1/72 

P-51B Mustang 1/72 

0 Al-E Skyraider 1/72 

MeBfIlOE 1/72 

G.F-7F Tigercal 1/72 

G HU-16B Albatross 1/72 

F-82G Twin Mustang 1/72 

G F-14A Tomcat 1/72 

Me. D/0 F-15A Eagle 1/72 

B-52D Siratolortress 1/72 

P-40B Tomahawk 1/48 

A6M5Zero 1/48 

T-280 Troian 1/48 

Focke-Wull 190A 1/48 

Me Bl 109E 1/48 

S Spithre Mk IX 1/48 

P-51B Mustang 1/48 

H Hurricane ll/IV 1/48 

F-6F Hellcat 1/48 

F4U-1D Corsair 1/48 

Vought Kingfisher 1/48 

G Avenger 1/48 

H Typhoon IB 1/48 

P-39 Airacobra 1/48 

Junkers JU-87G 1/48 

C SB2C-5 Helldiver 1/48 

P-470 Bubbletop 1/48 

Dauntless 1/48 

Mosquito ll/IV/VI 1/48 

P-38J/L Lightning 1/48 

TBD-1 Devastator 1/48 

Dormer 00-335 1/48 

P-61AB Widow 1/48 

8-1 7G Fortress 1/48 

Grumman F3F3 1/32 

Grumman Gulfhawk 1/32 

F-51D Mustang 1/32 

CONTRAIL (SUTCLIFFE) 
VACFORMS A/C 
Vimy to Vernon Conv 1/72 

Manchester Conv 1/72 

Avro York Conv 1/72 

Northrop N-3PB 1/72 

Waco CG4 Hadrian 1/72 

Waco CG13A 1/72 

Airspeed Horsa 1/72 

Overstand/Sidestrand 1/72 

H P Harrow" 1/72 

H P Hwford 1/72 

Bristol wmbay 1/72 

TSR 2 1/72 

Fairey Hendon 1/72 

Avro Lincoln 1/72 

S. Southampton 1/72 

S Scapa 1/72 

S Stranraer 1/72 

^ro London 1 /72 

PB 2Y-2/3 Coronado 1/72 

C-46 Commando 1/72 

Blackburn Ins 1/72 

Blackburn Perth 1/72 

Junkers JU 290 1/72 

Junkers JU 390 1/72 

Short Maia 1/72 

Mercury 1/72 

KP A/C KITS 

Letov S328 1/72 

OTAKI A/C KITS 
P-51 D Mustang 1/48 

P-40E Warhawk 1/48 

Ki-100 1/48 

Ki-44 TojO 1/48 

TAMIYA A/C KITS 
Ki-84 Hayate 1/48 

J2M3 Raiden 1/48 

A6M2 Mod 21 Zero 1/48 

A6M2-N Rule 1/48 

B Buffalo 1/48 

Lancaster l/lll 1/48 

Lancaster l/lll Special 1/48 

MATCHBOX A/C KITS 
Boeing P-12E 1/72 

W Lysander 1/72 

A W Siskin 1/72 

Mirage INC 1/72 

G. Gladiator 1/72 

H Tempest ll/VI 1/72 

Huey Cobra 1/72 

BfME109E 1/72 

S Walrus 1/72 


ASSOCIATE MEMBER I.P.M.S 


-MODELDECAL DECALS— 1/72 SCALE 

All listed sets available: 

1. BAC Lightning Mks. 1A. 2 and 6 (six alternatives in RAF service). 

2. F 4 Phantom (VMFA-531. USMC; 497lh TFS. USAF and 767 Sqn.. RN). 

3. N A F-1000 Super Sabre (four alternatives in USAF service). 

6. U S Navy (F4U-1A Corsair. VF-17: SB2C-3 Helldiver. 0S2U-3 Kingfisher 

7. RAF Hunter F.6. 14 Sqn . Phantom FGR2. 6 Sqn . Meteor F.4. 63 Sqn., and 
Harrier GRI. 1 Sqn. 

10. USAF-S E Asia (RF-101C. F-105D. A-IH and EC-47N) 

11. F-102A. 460th FIS. USAF. Harrier GR.1. 4 or 20 Sqn. RAF Sabre 6. 430 Sqn. 
RCAF and alternative RCAF Sabre fin emblems. 

16. USAF-S. E. Asia (2); F-4E Phantom. 34TFS. 288 TFW. Cessna 0-2A 23 TASS. 
AC-47 432 TRW, and USMC DV-IOA Bronco, HLM-267 

17. T-33. RCAF: F-35 Oraken Danish Air Force; Mosquito FB VI. 4 Sqn RAF 
Skyhawk. RAN, and A-4K squadron markings for 75 Sqn., RNZAF. 

16. Royal Navy — Post War: (Gannet 4 CDD. Sea Hawk F.I., 898 Sqn., Wessex 
Mk 1 Ark Royal, and Avenger 6. 831 Sqn. 

19. West German Air Force and Navy (RF-4E Phantom. AG51 or 52), F-84F 
Thunderstreak, Jabo 33. RF-84F Thundertlash. AG51. Sea King Mk. 41 

20. H.S Buccaneer S.2's. 800 and 809 Sqns.. F A. A.: NF-5A Freedom Fighter. 
314 or 315 Sqn.. Dutch Air Force, and L-20A Beaver. Dutch Air Force 

21. A-4E Skyhawks VMA-311 VA-94. A-4F Skyhawk. VA-164. Skyraider. VA-65. 

22. A-70 Corsairs. 356 TFS. 354 TFW . 40 TFI 355 TFW . with alternative decals 
lor 357 TFS. 355 TFW: T-33A. 50 TFW . and F-86A Sabre, 116 FIS. 

23. Phantom F.G.1. 43 Sqn. Harrier G R 1A, 3 Sqn. Lightning F.2A, 92 Sqn All 
RAF. CF104 Starlighter 421 Sqn C A.F. 

24. RAF Hunter F.6 79 Sqn. Phantom F.G R.2 41 Sqn. Sea Venom F A W 21 
809 Sqn. Sea Venom F A W. 21 890 Sqn. F.A.A. Wyvern S.4 831 Sqn F A A 

25. Lightning F.2A, 19 Sqn.. Canberra B(1)8 16 Sqn . Harvard T 2B. 500 Sqn 
Hunter FGA.9 45 Sqn. All RAF. 

26. Buccaneer S2B. 15 Sqn Hunter FGA 9 58 Sqn., Canberra B 2 10 Sqn., 
Gazelle H3T C F S. All RAF-R N Gazelle HT2. 

27. Canberra T4. 231 DCU. RAF. Cottesmore 1974. Hunter T7. 4 FTS. RAF. 1973 
(or 56 Sqn. 1962). Phantom FGR 2. Ill Sqn. RAF. Coningsby. 1974. 
Buccaneer S2A. 208 Sqn RAF. Honmgton. 1974. 

26. Canberra E15. 98 Sqn RAF. l974 Hunter T8. 764 Sqn. FAA, 1964 Lightning 
F3. 29 Sqn RAF. 1971. Jet Provost T5. 3FTS. "The Swords RAF Leeming. 
i 974. (Serials provided to make any one of Team). 

MODELDECAL style fully Illustrated instruction sheet, giving decal locations and 
fuil colour scheme details, is included with all Modeldecal decals, and commencing 
with set No 17. a selection of photographs is also included 


PRICES: Sets 1 to 16 38p each Postage on all decals; up to 2 sheets 
Sets 17 to 2850p each 15p. 3 and over 18p UK Rates. 


Lynx 

HS. 125/600 
Do Skyservant 
Buccaneer S-28 
F Swordfish 
ME 410 

Wellington X/XIV 
HE 115 
HE 111 

F4K/M Phantom 
FUJIMI AFV KITS 
T-34/76A 
Valentine 
M4A3 Sherman 
PzKpwf 38(t) 

88 mm Gun and Crew 
Matilda III 
Tiger II 

Russian KV-11 
Jagd Panzer Hetzer 
Russian KV-IA 
Jagdtiger 

251/1/10 Hanomag 
Sd KIz, 222 A car 
Chi-ha (Advanced) 

Jap Type I 

SU-85 

T-34/85 

Kubelwagen and BMW 
R75 Combination 
Elephant 

Tents. Dll Drums. Walls. 
Sandbags 

ITALAEREI AFV KITS 

PZ Artillery Regt. 
"Grossdeutschland " 

Italian Paras 
Pak 40 Gun 
76 2 M 42 Gun 
PzKplw 38T 
Hetzer 38T 
Marder III 

Fiat Ansaldo M13/40 
Fiat Ansaldo M40 
Opel Blitz 
Horch KFZ 15 
PzKpfw IV F2-6 
Elephant 

MATCHBOX AFV KITS 

Humber II A Car 
Puma A Car 
Jagdpaniher 
M 16 U S H Track 
Comet Mk I 
Wespe 

Panzer III AusI L 
Sherman Firefly 
Panther Ausf. E. 
MOOAKIT VACFORMS 
Nissen Hut 
Control Tower 


1/72 55p 

1/72 55p 

1/72 55p 

1/72 55p 

1/72 55p 

1/72 55p 

1/72 8Sp 
1/72 8Sp 
1/72 85p 

1/72 85p 

1/76 60p 
1/76 60p 
1/76 60p 
1/76 60p 
1/76 60p 
1/76 60p 

1/76 60p 

1/76 60p 
1/76 60p 
1/76 60p 
1/76 60p 

1/76 60p 

1/76 60p 

1/76 60p 

1/76 60p 

1/76 60p 
1/76 60p 

1/76 60p 

1/76 65p 


1/35 65p 

1/35 65p 

1/35 90p 

1/35 90p 

1/35 £1.60 
1/35 £1.60 
1/35 £1.80 
1/35 £1.80 
1/35 £1.80 
1/35 £1.80 
1/35 £1.82 
1/35 £2.20 
1/35 £3.20 

1/76 30p 

1/76 30p 
1/76 30p 

1/76 30p 

1/76 30p 

1/76 30p 

1/76 30p 

1/76 30p 

1/76 30p 

1/72 40p 

1/72 68p 


2 King Tigers. 1 each 

Porsche/Henschell Tur. 1/72 65p 

Modellers Pack, contains 
Ptanked & Canvas sheets 1/72 40p 

HASEGAWA AFV KITS 
1 WillysJeep 1/72 40p 

2. 155 mm M 2 Gun 1/72 40p 

3. Stuart Mk I 1/72 40p 

4 M3 Lee Mk. I 1/72 40p 

5: M3 Grant Mk I 1/72 40p 

6. M3A1 H Track 1/72 40p 

7. M4A-I H. Track 1/72 40p 

8. Tigerl.E. 1/72 40p 

9 Panther G 1/72 40p 

10 88 mm Flak 18 1/72 40p 

11 Sd KIz 7 H. Track 1/72 40p 

12. Kubelwagen and BMW 

Combination 1/72 40p 

13. Schwimmwagen and 

Kettenkrad 1/72 40p 

14 Sd Kfz 7/1 with 4AA 1/72 40p 

15. M-4 (A3E8) Sherman 1/72 40p 

16. TX-40 Fuel Truck 1/72 40p 

17. Toyota Starter Truck 1/72 40p 

18. Sd. Kfz 7/2 37 mm AA1/72 40p 

19 M-24 Chaffee 1/72 40p 

20. G M C. Personnel C. 1/72 40p 

21. G M C. Gas Truck 1/72 40p 

22. GMC Dump Truck 1/72 40p 

23. M5 Tractor 1/72 40p 

24 Daimler II A. Car 1/72 40p 

25. Humber II A Car 1/72 40p 

ESCI AFV KITS 

PzKpfw 1 1 1 Aust M 1/72 60p 

Sd Kfz 251/1 Hanomag 1/72 60p 

PzKpfw II Ausf .F 1/72 60p 

Wespe 1/72 BOp 

Hummel 1/72 60p 

Hetzer 1/72 60p 

Marder III 1/72 BOp 

PzKptwIIIN/M 1/72 BOp 

Sd KIz. II H. Track 1/72 BOp 
Dpel Ambulance 1/72 BOp 

PAK 40. PAK 35/36 
A A Rak 88 1/72 BOp 

Jagdpanzer IV 1/72 BOp 

ElMhant 1/72 BOp 

3 Ton Opel Blitz 1/72 BOp 

Sd KIz 251/1 Rocket 

Launcher 1/72 BOp 

Pz JG VI Jagdtiger 1/72 BOp 

Sturmgeschutz III Ausf G. 1/72 BOp 
Afrika Korps Figs. 

21 pieces 1/72 BOp 

8th An iy Figs. 18 plus 
Field Gun 1/72 BOp 

NITTO AFV KITS 
Panther G 1/76 49p 

Tiger I 1/76 49p 

Sd. KIz. 250/10 1/76 49p 

Jagdpanther 1/76 49p 

Pz Kpfw III Ausf M/N 1/76 49p 


1/72 40p 

1/72 40p 


1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 

1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 

1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 


1/76 49p 

1/76 49p 

1/76 49p 

1/76 49p 


WRITE, PHONE OR CALL IN Shop Hours 09.30-12.30 13.30-17.30 Mon.-Sat. Closed Weds. 


24S KingsimBd Fwlsmoiifli 


Tel. Portsmouth 61469 
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Revell Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. 


reviews 



labour would be required to produce 
competition-winning models. 

The two kits are virtually identical, the 
differences being confined to the main- 
mast and after control tower, and, in addi- 
tion, Scharnhorst has torpedo tubes and 
Gneisenau a second catapult and float- 
plane. 

Neat sets of decals for the aircraft are 
provided, as are the customary flag sheets 
and display bases. The completed models 
scale out to around 1:570 and are there- 
fore consistent with other recent Revell 
ships. 

P-38J Droop-Snoot 

THE P-38 IS a popular subject among model- 
lers of World War 2 aircraft who usually 
associate this unconventional aircraft with 
fighter aces or the Pacific theatre. But it did 
in fact perform many tasks ranging from 
photographic reconnaissance to night 
fighting, and ground attack to bomber 
escort. It was also used with some success 
as a bomber where its load-carrying capa- 
bility and long range made it ideal for high 
speed strikes at strategic targets. In this 
field it was somewhat limited as far as pin- 
point accuracy vyas concerned since there 
was no provision for accurate bomb- 
sighting. But the P-38J Droop-Snoot 
changed all this as it was used as a lead 
ship carrying a bombardier equipped with 
an accurate bomb-sight. 

This two place version of the ‘Forked 
tailed devil’ had all its nose armament 
removed and replaced by a clear plexi nose 
containing the additional crew member 
and his equipment. 

The Droop-Snoot is the subject of 
Revell’s latest 1:32 scale model and cap- 
tures the original well. 

Moulded in deep green flash-free plastic 
the kit goes together well and contains a 
wealth of detail. The cockpit comprises 
eight parts with instrumentation etched 
into the instrument panel and side consols, 
no decals are provided for these pieces so 
careful use of the paintbrush is called for if 
the cockpit is to look authentic. 

A detailed engine is included for installa- 
tion in the port boom and this is visible via 
a removable panel. 

Surface detail consists of raised rivets 
which should be removed and the control 
surfaces are moulded as integral parts of 
the wings and tailplanes. The under- 
carriage is sturdy but a lot of weight is 
needed in the nose if the aircraft is to stand 
on its tricycle undercarriage. This can pre- 
sent problems due to the clear nose but 
there is plenty of room in the wing leading 
edges and the starboard boom, but 
remember to keep the weight well forward 
of the main gear. 

Decals are nicely printed with a host of 
stencil markings and are for an aircraft of 
the 20th Fighter Group, 77th Fighter 
Squadron, US 8th Air Force. A photo of this 
kit appeared in our November issue. Price 
is £2.35. 

1 :48 scale Lancaster 

ALTHOUGH RELEASED in this country before 
the Monogram B17 reviewed in the 
November edition, a sample of the Tamiya 
Lancaster BI/111 was not available before 
the American kit, hence the apparent 
reverse order in which these reviews have 
appeared. Comparison of the two models is 
inevitable with the net result that there is in 


fact very little to choose between them. 

Interior detail on the Lancaster is 
adequate but not as fine as that on the B17, 
it is also confined to the areas that can be 
readily viewed through the beautifully clear 
transparencies, the remainder of the fuse- 
lage interior being simply undetailed plas- 
tic. This is not of major importance unless 
you intend to open doors or hatches or 
even make a model with cut-away sections, 
in which case a lot of work is involved in 
adding comparable interior structure. 

Overall accuracy is excellent and of par- 
ticular note are the finely moulded control 
horns, mass-balances, guns and aerials. 
Like the B17 the Lancaster is devoid of 
gimmickry apart from the two Merlin engines 
that can be fitted. These make the building 
of a maintenance diorama an attractive 
possibility but for those who wish to omit 
these components alternative parts are 
included. 

The instructions are easy to follow 
although some of the quaint translations 
from Japanese will cause frustration as 
well as light relief. One wonders why it is 
not possible for Tamiya — or other 
Japanese manufacturers — to pass their 
translations to a suitably qualified person 
in England to put right before they commit 
them to print. It is strongly recommended 
that the instructions and drawings are 
carefully read before construction starts 
and a very early decision as to which par- 
ticular model one is making is taken. 

Parts fit together well and this was a 
model in which the tube of filler was never 
used. 

The decal sheet is nicely printed and in- 


cludes instrument panels as well as stencil 
markings. The yellow surrounds to the 
codes for ‘S- Sugar’, which is the Lane in 
the RAF Museum, are too wide but there is 
little that can be done about this as trim- 
ming of the interior areas of the P, O and S 
is very difficult. The kit includes a brief his- 
tory of the Lancaster written by Chris Ellis 
as well as a full colour sheet showing typi- 
cal camouflage used on this type of air- 
craft. 

To sum-up, this is a very fine model 
indeed and one hopes that it is the fore- 
runner of similar scale models of bombers, 
how about a Halifax next? 

Paystar 5000 Logger 

THE ERTL COMPANY has scored another 
first with this kit. It is the first logger kit to 
be produced in 1:25 scale, and is well up 
to the usual ERTL standard. The firm has 
used the basic Transtar 5000 tractor unit 
for this, as they did on their earlier dumper 
truck. 

The finished model when assembled is 
in the region of 20 inches long. The mould- 
ings are crisp and flash-free, the detailing 
being excellent. This kit is moulded in four 
colours — orange cab and bonnet, black 
chassis, white log trapping assemblies on 
the trailer, and chromed wheels and 
bumpers, etc. The chromework is very nice 
indeed, in fact one of the best we have seen 
on a plastic kit. All the tyres are well 
detailed and moulded in vinyl. 

ERTL actually use truck manufacturer’s 
blueprints to scale down for their models, 
thus ensuring accuracy. The instruction 
sheets are clearly laid out and easy to 


follow, with a list of all the parts at the back 
and photos of a finished model as well as 
the real thing to assist super-detailing. A 
sheet of manufacturer’s ‘gen’ from Inter- 
national about the real truck is even 
included, with details such as wheel base, 
weight, equipment and options, etc. 

John Deere 310 

THIS RECENT ERTL kit of the John Deere 
310 Backhoe-Loader is moulded in the 
basic yellow colour of construction 
vehicles, and our preliminary comments 
are the same as for the Paystar Logger. 
There are no chrome-plated parts 
(correctly) in this kit though. It is also 
scaled down from manufacturer’s blue- 
prints for accuracy, and this is reflected in 
such things as the engine detail and accu- 
rate large industrial tyres. 

The ‘Backhoe-Loader’ may be an un- 
familiar term to many readers, but simply it 
is the American equivalent of our own 
excavators, built on a tractor with a scoop 
at the front and grab at the rear, somewhat 
similar to a JOB. Again, actual vehicle 
photos are included in the instruction sheet 
for detail modellers. 

To summarise, two excellent kits of two 
unusual subjects in 1:25 scale, and well 
worth seeking out. Incidentally, ERTL also 
produce a magazine devoted to their own 
trucks called the Blue Printer which is 
available on subscription only from the 
ERTL Co Inc, Dyersville, Iowa 52040, USA. 

Revell Ju 87G-2 

REVELL HAVE now joined the ranks of those 
who have a Ju 87 in their ranges but in so 
doing have achieved no further distinction 
as the model is not as accurate as one 
would hope for in a new release. 

The aircraft is the popular G-2 tank- 
busting version — when will somebody 
produce an accurate B version? — and first 
impressions are of a nicely moulded kit 
with very fine detail. Unfortunately the 
model does not scale out to 1:72 as the 
fuselage is a scale 14 inches too short and 
the wingspan comes out just over 50 feet 
instead of 49 feet 2V2 inches. 

Apart from these shortcomings the 
model goes together well and the cockpit 
interior includes a well detailed seat, 
armoured headrest, instrument panel, con- 
trol column and a pair of machine-guns. 

A Jumo 21 1J engine, together with the 
bearers that are clearly seen in photo- 
graphs of the aircraft showing it with its 
cowlings removed, are included, and this 
will form the basis for additional detailing 
by those who like to depict their models 
with inspection panels removed. 

The model can be assembled as a D-5 
version with bombs and a cradle to swing 
the under-fuselage weapon clear of the 
propeller arc. For the G-2 there are the 
usual underwing cannons which are well 
detailed. 

Two sets of markings are included — one 
for each version — and it is encouraging to 
see that these include the Swastika which 
is so often missing from kits of Luftwaffe 
aircraft, as well as an instrument panel 
which again is a rarity in most 1:72 scale 
kits. 

If you are prepared to accept the scale 
anomalies and put in some work on 
improving the bombs, thinning the dive 
brakes, etc, then this latest Revell kit is well 
worth purchasing. 


The Battle for Germany 

SIMULATIONS PUBLICATIONS INC continue to 
expand their moderately-priced folio series 
of games with a simulation of the final 
battle for Germany in 1945. Perhaps to 
keep prices low, SPI appear to be restrict- 
ing the series to quite simple games, and 
‘Battle for Germany’ is no exception. It 
would, however, be wrong to assume that 
they present no challenge to the experi- 
enced gamer, or that novel ideas are 
lacking. 

‘Battle for Germany’ is really a power 
struggle between the Soviets and the 
Western Allies since each is trying to grab 
as much of Europe as possible — and the 
battle need not cease with the destruction 
of the Germans. The game uses die-cut 
counters depicting corps and army sized 
units on a map of Europe showing the 
Eastern, Western and Italian fronts as they 
stood in December 1944. 

In the three player version the players 
control either the Soviet, German or 
Western Allied forces, but since the Ger- 
man units are segregated into East and 
West Germans, a four player game is also 
possible. The two player game is, perhaps, 
the most fun, because in this version the 
players control either the Soviet or Western 
Allied units and, additionally, the German 
units facing the opposing player, so that 
the Soviet player, for example, will be fight- 
ing against the East Germans while simul- 
taneously manoeuvring the West Germans 
against the Western Allies! This gives the 
players the best of both worlds, each being 
able to play the aggressive attacker and the 
tenacious defender at one and the same 
time. 

‘Battle for Germany’ is a well balanced 
game as it stands, but optional rules can 
easily be devised for increased realism for 
those players who find its simplicity 
unsatisfying. Available from Simulations 
Publications UK, Crown Passages, Hale, 
Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15 9SP, price 
£2.15, and also issued with ‘Strategy and 
Tactics’ magazine No 50. 

Spartan and Legion 

THESE TWO games are being treated as one 
because they are adjacent parts in the SPI 
PRESTAG SERIES (Pre-Seventeenth Cen- 
tury Tactical Games) and played to the 
same set of standard PRESTAG rules. A 
fuller treatment of the PRESTAG standard 
rules is given in the review on ’Chariot’, 
first of the series, in Airfix Magazine 
October 1975. 

In general, these rules allow a wide 
degree of flexibility in approach to the 
game: it can be an absolutely basic and 
’unrealistic’ affair which treats the bar- 
barian militia and veteran legionary just the 
same, and assumes that both are capable 
of the kind of discipline, tactical knowledge 


and self-possession of the modern 
infantryman: or, by addition of optional 
Panic, Facing and Melee rules, and a SiMov 
sequence, it reproduces quite accurately 
the true conditions of the time in which a 
commander could only control his army by 
keeping it around him in a solid lump and 
pushing against the enemy like a rugby 
scrum, with his cavalry as the highest tacti- 
cal weapon of surprise. 

In general, the more complicated and 
realistic the game, the less fun to play — as 
with the ancient and medieval SPI war- 
games which this series has replaced. If, 
for example, there is no provision for 
Panic, the battle of Cannae can end up with 
Carthaginian and Roman armies slaugh- 
tering each other to the last skirmisher, and 
Hannibal marching off to conquer Rome 
with one unit of Oriental Cavalry — this 
happened on first playing the scenario! It 
was still an enjoyable game, though: and 
even the Panic rule would have been un- 
realistic, as both armies reached it almost 
simultaneously. One imagined both armies 
routing at full speed for opposite corners of 
the map, while Hannibal and his opposite 
number beat each other over the head with 
flagpoles! Mind you, there were battles like 
that. 

Each game, in addition to the standard 
PRESTAG rules, has its own exclusive rules 
and of course scenarios. ‘Spartan’ has an 
immobile Darius, an Alexander who like 
Napoleon is worth 3,000 men in melee 
combat, and also — elephants. ‘Elephants 
are peculiar. They may be engaged in 
organised combat only once. After this, 
they run rampant, move randomly until 
destroyed by enemy or friendly combat, or 
moving into certain terrain fatal to them.’ I 
well remember Pyrrhus being chased by 
his own elephants (which started fighting 
each other) and only being saved by the 
intervention of a handy swamp. This is 
accurate: every elephant driver had a large 
mallet and spike to hammer into the beast’s 
head when it rampaged. The scenarios, 
although showing some surprising omis- 
sions, are well-thought and nicely balanced. 

‘Legion’ — obviously — contains 
optional rules for the use of Legonaries 
and Byzantine Cataphracts. Legionaries 
can form testudo (at great cost to their 
movement), and do not panic in most 
scenarios, whatever the losses. A testudo 
cannot be flank attacked. Cataphracts are 
the ‘action men’ of the Middle Ages; they 
can fire and mel6e in the same move, dis- 
mount and fight as skirmishers, or as 
swordsmen. Nevertheless, fighting the 
hypothetical scenario, a Belisarian Army 
was firmly trounced by a Marian Army sat 
on a hillside while the cataphracts and 
oriental cavalry rode round and round like 
Red Indians, to no effect. 

The scenarios, if fought in turn, are like a 
guided tour through Roman military his- 
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tory; and one which well illustrates the 
splendid discipline of the Roman army at 
its highpoint, and the shattering effect of 
Ctesiphon and Adrianople. It was of 
course, not wholly realistic in the sense of 
the right side winning; at Chalons, as Attila 
the Hun, I drove the Roman/Gothic army 
off the map in ten moves. That is part of the 
fun. 

In general, the result of PRESTAG is as 
SPI intended, to satisfy both those who 
desire a simple format and those who can 
assimilate relatively complex restrictions 
like leadership radius, facing, etc. Both of 
these games are thoroughly worth buying 
— probably more so than ‘Chariot’. 

Both games cost £4.55 each from Simu- 
lations Publications UK. 


Saratoga: 1777 

IT SEEMS TO be a rule thax, the better the 
presentation and appearance to the eye of 
a board wargame, the more basic is the 
content: the ‘Xmas-present-for-young- 
Johnny premise’. ‘Saratoga: 1777’ is 
plushly presented, with a solid board and 
large unit counters which even the clum- 
siest of little fingers would not upset. The 
rules are correspondingly primitive. All 
units have the same basic movement capa- 
bility — which coincidentally happens to be 
the distance between every town/vil- 
lage/fort on the map and its neighbour. 
‘Rapid movement’ enables some units, on a 
lucky dice throw, to double its movement 
(ie to the village-after-next). 

In the normal game, all units have the 
same combat power and will each kill one- 
third of an enemy unit — so you move in 
stacks of three, six, nine, etc. The combat 
computation under the optional rules is 
closer to S&T ideas, and has one refine- 
ment: the winner loses casualties as well as 
the loser, which is a piece of battle realism 
not found in many more ‘realistic’ games. 
Nevertheless, the reliance on the dice in 
the optional rules is excessive: the differ- 
ence between 1 and 6 for the loser can be 
20 or 66 per cent casualties! 

Rules of supply, entrenchment, fortifica- 
tion and militia are adequate, and a scheme 
for simultaneous movement also included. 
Perhaps the most interesting rule is the 
‘Optional Burgoyne Rule’: to mimic Bur- 
goyne’s strategic thinking — prevent the 
enemy from knowing what you are going to 
do next, by not being quite sure yourself — 
this requires the British player to throw 
before moving. If he throws a 5 or 6, he 
can’t move: if anything else, he moves at 
Rapid Movement pace — an operation like 
bumping your car to a garage using the 
starter. 

Obviously, this is not a game for the 
established p, layer, although considering 
its limitations it can produce a good cam- 
paign. It is an excellent introduction to 
gaming, however, being easy to play while 
incorporating many features of more 
complicated games on to which young 
Johnny will hopefully pass. An Xmas pres- 
ent? Why not — it’s attractive enough for 
even my wife to say, ‘Doesn’t it look 
pretty?’. 

’Saratoga: 1777’ is available from Simu- 
lations Publications UK, Crown Passages, 
Hale, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15 9SP, for 
£4.45, with discounts of up to 25 per cent 
for S&T subscribers. 




Modelling 

Military Modelling Annual 2, edited by 
Chris Ellis. Model & Allied Publications, 
Argus Books Ltd, Station Road, Kings 
Langley, Herts. Price £2.95. 

IT IS UNUSUAL, to say the least, for the most 
immediately striking feature of a book to be 
the quality of the binding, but this is unfor- 
tunately true of the latest Military Modelling 
Annual. Six pages simply fell out of the 
centre as we opened it, and several more 
were coming loose by the time we had 
finished a first browse through the book. 
So when buying a copy, make sure all the 
pages are there first! 

That aside, this book is quite attractively 
produced with nine pages of colour and 12 
pages of advertisements, and contains the 
expected miscellany of articles on military 
vehicle and figure models, uniforms and 
other related subjects. 

The book begins with an article on mak- 
ing radio controlled model tanks which 
would have been more interesting had the 
featured model of an Italian L6/40 (painted 
in German markings, with a British com- 
mander figure!) been more accurately 
detailed. 

Next comes perhaps this book’s most 
interesting and useful feature, an article on 
preparing your own scale drawings from 
which to make models, which shows how 
you can accurately scale from a photo- 
graph even if the vehicle is not photo- 
graphed at right angles. 

This is followed by articles on collecting 
and renovating old Britains soldiers and on 
the history of Lord Strathcona’s Horse. 
Then come two Richard Simkin prints in full 
colour, described by Roy Dilley, and 
another colour illustrated feature on 
cavalry in the Indian Wars, which includes 
much useful modelling gen. 

IPMS members will probably already be 
familiar with the next article, on the SdKfz 
251 half-track, since it was originally pub- 
lished in IPMS-USA Quarterly, but it is still 
a useful article with good drawings. 

The Annual’s only nautical feature comes 
next, an article on the ‘Halcyon’ Class 
mine-sweeper HMS Harrier, by John Lam- 
bert, with excellent double-page plans and 
many photos. 

‘Scotland Forever’, the next article, 
depicts two figures from the Union 
Brigade’s charge at Waterloo. This is fol- 
lowed by a feature from Chris Ellis on sim- 
ple wargaming using Corgi, Dinky and 
other diecast toys — fun for junior, then 
two simple 54 mm figure conversions for 
beginners. 

D. H. Hagger’s article on the French 8th 
Hussars 1793-1815 and Stephen Heap’s on 
Bavarian infantry 1870-71 are both attrac- 
tively illustrated in colour, as is Don Fos- 
ten’s on the XI Dragoons 1756. 

Brian Molloy, taking a rest from the SS, 


then examines German Fallschirmjager 
organisation, equipment and uniforms, 
which is again illustrated in colour, though 
one wishes an alternative to the well- 
known heading photograph could have 
been found. 

Another attractive figure modelling fea- 
ture comes next, Norman Abbey’s diorama 
of half a dozen US cavalry figures ‘awaiting 
the final charge’, which is illustrated in col- 
our on the book’s jacket. 

An oddball but quite illuminating (!) fea- 
ture on German vehicle lighting systems of 
World War 2 by Bruce Culver is then fol- 
lowed by a neat little diorama by Roy Dilley 
showing Royal Artillerymen testing a Gatl- 
ing Gun. 

Of more general interest, and particularly 
useful to beginners, is Ken Jones’ article on 
military vehicle camouflage schemes and 
colours of World War 2, a handy primer on 
a complex subject. 

‘Machine-gun units of the Austro- 
Hungarian Army’ is another interesting 
though rather specialised article on a 
much-neglected topic. This is followed by a 
feature on scratch-building the PzJg I in 
1 :76 scale, with the plans rather strangely 
printed to 1 :48! 

Last but no means least comes a short 
article on moulding wheels for military veh- 
icles by John Bandars, and then the 
adverts. 

Overall verdict — a mixed bag, as all 
annuals are bound to be, with perhaps 
rather too many features on fairly esoteric 
subjects to have a wide appeal, particularly 
at nearly £3 and very im-‘Perfect’-ly bound. 

Aviation 

Duxford Diary, published by the East Ang- 
lian Aviation Society. Obtainable from D. 
Crow, 9 Hay Street, Steeple Morden, Roys- 
ton, Herts. Price £8.00, postage extra. 

THIS IS AN excellent reprint of a volume of 
photographs and stories compiled at the 
end of the war to commemorate the stay of 
the US 8th Air Force at Duxford. 

Only 500 copies have been printed, the 
proceeds of the sale being collected to 
build a memorial to the 78th Fighter Group 
somewhere in the Duxford area. That this 
should be undertaken by the East Anglian 
Aviation Society is proper in view of the 
fact that the society was instrumental in 
saving Duxford and doing so much to make 
it a going concern for others to exploit. 

Duxford Diary relates in words and many 
rare pictures the story of the 78th from its 
arrival at Goxhill in December 1942. So 
much of Duxford remains as it was in the 
war years, probably more so than any other 
British airfield, that it is possible to relate 
situations illustrated to the present 
appearance of the station. 

Completing the volume and bringing it 
up to date is a splendid colour reproduc- 
tion of a photograph of the P-51 so super- 


bly refurbished by members of the East 
Anglian Aviation Society. 

Quite clearly a collectors’ volume which 
will appreciate in value as the decades 
pass. 

Monogram Close-up 2: Junkers 288, by 
Thomas H. Hitchcock. Monogram Aviation 
Publications. Price $3.95. 

IF YOU WERE around in the war years you 
may recall Air Publication 1480. Section B 
dealt with enemy aircraft, and many an 
enthusiast learned of the latest German 
aircraft through the amendment sheets. 
One type that kept appearing was the Ju 
288, odd because it never came into view in 
real life. One half expected to see it at any 
time, particularly when the Ju 188 first cal- 
led on us in late 1943. What we missed then 
can be seen in this excellent monograph. 
Its 32 pages are packed with rare photo- 
graphs and copies of official drawings 
backed with concise and detailed text. The 
amount of development that went on with 
the Ju 288 is surprising and the author of 
this volume is to be congratulated on the 
thoroughness whch has gone into his 
book. 

Focke-Wulf FW 190 In action, by Jerry L. 
Campbell. Squadron/Signal Publications 
Inc, 3461 E. Ten Mile Road, Warren, 
Michigan 48091, USA. $3.95, UK price 
unknown. 

THIS IS THE 19th ‘aircraft in action’ title from 
Squadron/Signal, and is to the same for- 
mat as previous books in the series — 
‘landscape’ format, paperback, short on 
text and long on photos, with a double- 
page spread illustrating ten different FW 
190 side views in full colour. 

Many of the photos are truly excellent, 
and the book will be essential for any 
modeller building any FW 190 kit. It 
includes scale drawings showing the major 
differences between the various marks, line 
drawings showing armament development, 
rudder and cowling development, cockpit 
and undercarriage detail, and much more. 
Highly recommended. 

A-6 Intruder in action, by Lou Drendel. 
Squadron/Signal Publications, Inc, 3461 E. 
Ten Mile Road, Warren, Michigan 48091, 
USA. $3.95, UK price unknown. 

ARGUABLY THE best all-weather strike air- 
craft the American Navy has ever had, the 
Grumman A-6 Intruder is an impressive 
though far from beautiful aeroplane which 
gave sterling service in Vietnam. The 
wealth of colourful markings which can be 
applied to the type, together with its 
action-packed history, also make it an 
especially interesting subject for model- 
lers. 

Once again, this paperback includes a 
wealth of large and clear black-and-white 
photos, numerous line drawings illus- 
trating detail components, and a full-colour 
spread featuring three paintings by the 
author and two photographs. Unlike some 
similar titles, it also makes fascinating 
reading, thanks to the personal accounts 
by Commander Donald V. Boecker, CO of 
VA-85, who had some hair-raising experi- 
ences with the aircraft in the Far East. Also 
recommended. 

Military 

The Bruneval Raid — Flashpoint of the 
Radar War, by George Millar. The Bodley 


Head Ltd, 9 Bow Street, London WC2E 
7AL. Price £2.50. 

DESPITE ITS TITLE, very little space is 
devoted to the paratroop raid and at some 
points there is a tendency to forget the 
main point of the work. Rather it concen- 
trates on the background and reasons for 
mounting such an operation and the battle 
of wits between British and German scien- 
tists developing Radio Direction Finding. 

The text is concise and well written, giv- 
ing an excellent exposition of its theme, 
although the raid is rather overshadowed 
by this, but falls down on a few points such 
as the references to the Germans having a 
‘blue’ master searchlight controlled by 
radar. This was an optical illusion suffered 
by the pilots of both the RAF and Luftwaffe 
which has no basis in fact. There is also 
some confusion over the Rebecca/Eureka 
homing beacon used by the raiding force. 
Eureka was the portable element of the 
system and not Rebecca as stated in the 
book. 

Operation Sealion, by Peter Fleming. Pan 
Books Ltd, 33 Tothill Street, London SW1. 
Price £1.25. 

WE FOUND particular pleasure in reviewing 
this book, as it was one of the main sources 
for Terry Wise’s series on Operation Sea- 
lion currently appearing in this magazine. 
The book is a reproduction of the 1958 edi- 
tion (with 22 different and additional 
photos) and not only tells the full story of 
the German preparations for the invasion 
and the British counter-measures, but also 
gives a clear and sometimes amusing pic- 
ture of what life was like in the British Isles 
from May to September 1940, and explores 
what might have happened if the invasion 
had not been cancelled. 

It is interesting to note that on pages 
269-273 the author describes the Auxiliary 
Units, he himself playing a leading role in 
this organisation, yet only a year or so ago, 
16 years after publication of his book, 
national newspapers were ‘revealing’ these 
secret units ‘for the first time.’ 

Armies of the American Wars, 1753-1815, 

by Philip Katcher. Osprey Publishing Ltd, 
12-14 Long Acre, London WC2E 9LP. Price 
£5. 

AMERICAN HISTORIAN Philip Katcher will be 
well known to most readers for his previous 
works on American history, particularly in 
Osprey’s Men-at-Arms series. Those who 
have his Men-at-Arms titles will probably 
not wish to buy this book, for the 100 excel- 
lent colour paintings and further 100 line 
drawings and photographs are culled from 
that series, but, this reservation apart, the 
book can be warmly recommended. 

Mr’ Katcher has concentrated on the 
uniforms and equipment of the armies 
fighting on American soil between 1753- 
1815, but there is also a great deal of 
information on organisation and training, 
and the whole forms a highly informative 
and readable account of the French, British 
and American armies of the period. 

Arms and Uniforms, The Second World 
War, parts 1 and 2, by Lilians and Fred 
Funcken. Ward Lock Ltd, Warwick House, 
116 Baker Street, London W1M 2BB. Price 
£3.95 each. 

THESE TWO volumes are the first English 
editions of Lilians and Fred Funcken’s 
books on the uniforms and equipment of 


World War 2, which will eventually run to 
four volumes. 

Part 1 concentrates on the years up to 
and following the outbreak of war in 1939, 
and includes details of the armies of 
France, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Austria, 
Nazi Germany, Poland and Russia. Part 2 
covers the 1941-3 period and is principally 
devoted to the forces of England, Germany 
and Russia. 

Dress and field uniforms, service equip- 
ment, small arms and even tanks and air- 
craft are included, although the latter two 
sections are pretty useless, the colour illus- 
trations being not only sketchy and lacking 
detail, but also frequently incorrectly pro- 
portioned and incorrectly coloured. L and 
F should stick to uniforms! 

The German army has, of course, been 
endlessly covered in other books, and 
these two volumes contribute nothing new. 
Where they principally score is in their 
presentation of detailed information on 
Frenc Belgian, Czech and other less 
well-documented forces, many of which — 
particularly French colonial troops — are 
extremely colourful. And it is the colour 
which makes these books such incredibly 
good value for money. Each volume con- 
tains over 50 full pages of colour illustra- 
tions, each depicting half a dozen or more 
figures plus headgear, badges, epaulettes, 
arm of service insignia, small arms, collar 
patches, hat badges and practically any- 
thing else you can think of. In some cases 
the selection shown appears somewhat 
random but in most places is well chosen. 

The accompanying text is extremely var- 
iable in quality, ranging from informative 
and accurate to superficial and dubious, 
and needs to be read with caution, particu- 
larly the various designations and technical 
specifications for tanks and aircraft. 

Essentially these are ‘pop’ books which 
will probably be avoided by the serious 
student or historian of World War 2 but will 
undoubtedly find their way on to many a 
modeller’s bookshelf none the less. 
Recommended with the above reserva- 
tions. 

Sword & Lance, edited by Alan Watson. 
Available from the editor, 36 Coniscliffe 
Road, Darlington, Co Durham. Price £2 for 
six issues. 

THE TENTH issue of Sword & Lance 
magazine has just appeared in our offices 
and, not having mentioned it before, we 
thought we would bring it to the attention 
of all you military modelling, uniform and 
wargaming enthusiasts. 

Professionally produced to A4 format, 
with masses of photographs and excellent 
line drawings, uniform sketches, etc, its 
contents are aimed primarily at the military 
historian (battle accounts, etc), uniform 
student, military modeller flots of figure 
conversions) and wargamer. Book, kit, fig- 
ure and game reviews are all featured, as 
well as a lively correspondence column. 

To whet your appetite, the latest issue 
contains features on the British Army in the 
Seven Years’ War, club news, Airfix 54 mm 
figure conversions, French eagles cap- 
tured during the Peninsular War, the sol- 
diers of Pharaonic Egypt, the 23rd Regi- 
ment of Bombay Native Infantry, World War 
1 aerial wargaming, Hanoverian Militia of 
1814 and the Kings German Legion, as well 
as reviews, etc. Well worth subscribing to. 
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Javelin codes 

FURTHER TO Mr Tyler's letter in the 
November 1975 issue, regarding 64 Squad- 
ron’s Javelin FAW 9s, I should like to 
ansv\/er his doubts concerning the accu- 
racy of the fin code letters ‘E’ included in 
the Frog decal sheet. 

Whilst agreeing that on the starboard 
side, the fin code letters invariably sloped 
towards the rear of the aircraft, their pre- 
sentation on the port side varied: for 
example, on XH879 as can be seen in Mr 
Tyler's own photograph, the letter 'D' did 
indeed slope towards the rear. On XH887 
the fin codes 'Q' appear to be upright, 
whilst on XH766 'E' the letter actually 
sloped towards the front of the aircraft. The 
accompanying photographs of 'E', taken at 
Waterbeach on September 16 1961, clearly 
show this presentation for both sides of the 
aircraft. 

That the code appeared to be upright in 
the photo of the model to which Mr Tyler 
referred was due to photographic angle on 
the subject rather than any error in the kit 
decals. 

Richard L. Ward, Farnborough. 

IPMS membership 

I AM WRITING in my capacity as Berkshire 
Area Secretary of the IPMS (International 
Plastic Modellers Society) in the hope that 
my letter can be published as I feel it would 
benefit our society. 

Since joining IPMS I have discovered 
that many of the modellers are people who 
enjoy their modelling but are of only 
average ability. So if anyone is thinking of 
joining IPMS I would like to reassure him 
that the society does not function for 


‘experts’ only! 

It is unfortunate that many would-be 
members run away with this idea, partly I 
suppose due to IPMS credits on articles 
and reviews in commercial magazines, and 
the high standards of IPMS exhibitions. 

IPMS members are an amiable lot, and 
any newcomer is always made very wel- 
come. Most improvements in modelling 
techniques are due to the exchange of 
ideas between members at meetings. 
Indeed, we do have some top modellers in 
our ranks, but they are certainly not aloof 
and all too willing to help any newcomer to 
the hobby personally. I can quote this from 
experience! 

One point to remember is that today’s 
average modeller may be tomorrow’s 
expert. This can be achieved through 
becoming an IPMS member and giving 
your own modelling the benefit of others’ 
experience. 

Full details of IPMS membership can be 
obtained from Mr J. Salmon, 35 Clares 
Green Road, Spencers Wood, Nr Reading, 
Berks. 

Noel Smith, Secretary, 

IPMS Berks Branch, Newbury. 

Beauforts 

I WAS VERY interested to read Mr Penny- 
cook’s letter concerning Beauforts, possi- 
bly of No 51(F) OTU, bearing the codes HI. 
During the past ten years I have been 
researching the history of the Beaufort air- 
craft, both UK and American built, but I have 
come across only one previous reference 
to HI codes. In that, Ray Sturtivant men- 
tioned a Beaufort coded Hl-L, seen in 1944, 
which he thought could have been from No 
63(F) OTU, a night fighter OTU which had 


Contributions 

Letters to the editor selected for publica- 
tion entitle the senders to each receive a 
free Airfix plastic construction kit, and the 
pubiication of photographs from readers 
is similarly rewarded. Airfix Products Ltd 
award the kits on the foliowing scaie: 

ONE letter or photograph published is 
rewarded by any kit from Series 1-8 
inclusive. For TWO letters or photographs 
any one kit up to and including Series 12 
can be chosen, or alternatively two kits up 
to Series 8. For THREE contributions the 
entitlement is any one kit from Series 1 to 
20 inclusive, or any one kit from Series 1 
to 12 plus two kits from Series 1 to 8, or 
any three kits from Series 1 to 8. Readers 
can make their choice on the special form 
which we send out after publication. The 
kits are supplied direct by Airfix Products 
Ltd. 

Letters to the editor should be 
addressed to: the Editor, Airfix Magazine, 
Bar Hill, Cambridge, CB3 8EL. If a reply is 
wanted, a stamped addressed envelope 
(or International Reply Coupon) should be 
enclosed. All photographs submitted for 
consideration should be clearly labelled 
with the sender’s name and address on 
the back of each. 

Opinions expressed by correspondents 
on this page are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Editor 
or Airfix Products Ltd. 


12 Beaufort Is and lAs and 29 Beaufighter 
Ms among 61 machines of eight types. This 
unit was based at Honily. Could we have a 
case here of the RAF adopting the Fleet Air 
Arm practice of allocating the initial letter 
of the base as the first letter of the unit 
code? 

Incidentally, it is almost certain that the 
aircraft which Mr Pennycook recorded was 
not a Mk II Beaufort: there were virtually 
none around in April 1944. 

May I be permitted to add, as a parting 
shot, that I would welcome from readers 
any evidence of the camouflage and mark- 
ings of individual Beauforts at the OTUs 
from 1944 onwards. 

R. Hayward, 40 Laurel Road, 

Locks Heath, Hants SOS 6QG. 

Essex aviation 

I AM IN THE process of compiling a book on 
aviation in Essex during the Second World 
War, which will include a section on 
crashes and force-landings, and am seek- 
ing photos or snapshots of RAF aircraft 
which crashed in Essex. Should any reader 
be able to loan me photographs of this 
nature, I would be very pleased to hear 
from them. Any material loaned would be 
carefully handled, and returned promptly. 
Ian C. Mactaggart, Craig-y-Llyn, 

Braintree Road, Gosfield, Halstead, 

Essex C09 1PR. 

Diecast swopmeet 

THE COVENTRY Diecast Model Club have 
announced a St Valentine’s Day ’swop- 
meet’ to be held on Saturday, February 14 
1976, at Finham Community Centre, 
Brentwood Avenue, Finham, Coventry, 
Warks. Admission is 15p for adults and lOp 
for children, and doors open at 10 am. Go 
along for old Dinky toys, locos and other 
diecast models. 


Two views of Javelin XH766 'E' as described in Mr Ward's letter. 



THE NEW 

MODEL ARMY (MINIATURES) LTD 

Directors: Eric W. Knowles and Ivy B. Knowles 

373 HIGH STREET NORTH, MANOR PARK, LONDON, E12 6PG. Telephone: 01-472 2508 

HOURS OF BUSINESS: 9.30 am— 6 pm. MON. TO SAT.— CLOSED ALL DAY THURSDAY 


SPECIALISING FOR WARGAMERS & MILITARY FIGURE COLLECTORS 


Figures by: 
HINCHLIFFE 
MINIATURE 
FIGURINES 
LAMMING 
PHOENIX 
MINOT 
LASSET 
ROSE 

OLD GUARD 
GARRISON 
RAY LAMB 


Ships by: 
NAVWAR 
ENSIGN 
FLEETLINE 


Micro Tanks by: 

GHQ 

ROS 

Micro Scenery by: 
M.B.G. & 

CANNON 

MINIATURES 


VISIT US ON STAND No. 10 
AT THE MODEL ENGINEER 
EXHIBITION 


FULL RANGE OF PLASTIC KITS 
AND ALL ACCESSORIES 


How to find us . 




RUSKIN ARMS 
PUBUCHOUSE 


HIGH Sf NORTH 


EASTHA/H 
DISTRICT LINE 

-e- 


NEW/VIODEL 
ARMY 
No 373 

101 Bus route passes door 


LIMITED STOCKS OF MINI FIG “S” RANGE 
PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR LIST 

WE DO NOT HAVE ONE COMPREHENSIVE CATALOGUE 
OF ALL THE MANY ITEMS WE STOCK. 

ENQUIRIES WELCOME BUT PLEASE ENCLOSE S.A.E. or 
I.R.C. FOR REPLY. 

MAIL ORDER TERMS: 25p up to £3 and lOp in £ or part of 
a £ thereafter. OVERSEAS: Surface add 30%. Airmail add 
60%. 


PETITE PRECISION 

a power tool for the modeller 





V- 




THIS PRECISION EXAMPLE OF 
FRENCH ENGINEERING IS A MUST! 


Diameter: 

33 mm. 

Weight: 160 grams 
Length; 

125 mm. 

Torque: 

105 cmg. 

Chuck size; 

2/10 to 2.5 mm. 

POWER 
9-14V. d.c. 

2 batteries 
4.5v. in series. 
AC/DC Trans. 

Car battery 



The high power “palm” size drill operates from 2 x 4.5v batteries or any DC source (a model train 
transformer for example) up to 14v, so is equally suitable for “field” or “workshop” use. The drill may be 
hand-held for routing, engraving, polishing, cutting and so on or clamped in the special drill stand — 
an optional extra, but for which space is provided in the carrying case — for precision drilling, etc. 

PRICES 

Complete SUPER-30 kit as illustrated (less batteries, 30 SUPER-10 kit in 9V^x2x4in. case with Drill, Battery holder, 

tools) £15.01 + p.p. 75p 3 collets, 10 tools £11.50 -i- p.p. 55p 

Mk. II Drill Stand £3.76 + p.p. 35p Flexible drive shaft £5.00 + p.p. 25p 

Drill only £7.00 + p.p. 35p Transformer 240v AC/12v DC £5.50 p.p. 62p 

All above prices include VAT 

Sole Distributors: 

PRECISIDN PETITE LTD., 119a High Street, Teddington, Middlesex, TW11 8HG 

SAE for illustrated leaflet and order form please Tel: 01-977 0878 
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Look at the llnesse in this Wellington. 

The geodetic construction is accurately reproduced 
in the moulding to show the ribbing of the aircraft 
through the outer skin. 

This is one of the models just introduced in the new 
Red range of “MATCHBOX” Kits featuring bigger planes 
in 1-72 scale. Make Heinkels 1 15 and 1 1 1, the Phantom 
too. The parts are moulded in three-colours. 3 paint 
plans and 3 sets ofdecals are included. In short, 
“MATCHBOX” Kits make the most of yourskill. 


Nlake the colleclors pieces whh these 
newimATCHBOnCts. 


ROS FIGURES Our fast expanding list of 

1:300 scale, highly detailed, accurate, metal micro-AFV’s allatsp 


EXCEPT WHERE MARKED 


GERMAN 

Sd 251 Rocket L. 

USSR 

Panzer IIB 

Arm'd Maultier Rocket L. 

T34/76B 

Panzer IIF 

Sd 250 

T34/76D 

Panzer II Flame 

B IV demolition vehicle 

T34/85 

Wespe 

Opel Blitz 

SU 85 

Lynx 

Opel Maultier softskin 

SU 100 

Panzer HU 

Kubelwagen (6p) 

T35 

Panzer HIM 

Schwimmwagen (6p) 

T28 

Panzer MIN 

BMW + sidecar (6p) 

JS II 

StuG II IG 

Bussing Nag truck 

JS III 

Panzer IVD 

Raupenschlepper Ost 

ISU 152 

Panzer IVF1 

SdKfz 222 

T-26B 

Panzer IVF2 

SdKfz 231 

BA-10 

Panzer IVH 

SdKfz 234/1 

BA-32 

StuG IV 

SdKfz 234/2 Puma 

T-70 

Jagdpanzer IV 

Protze tractor 

BA-67 

Hummel 

SdKfz 11 tractor 

GAZ-AAA 

Nashorn 

SdKfz 7 tractor 

GAZ-60 

Pz 38(t) 

Pak 35/36 

JAG 12 

Marder III SdKfz 139 

Pak 38 

GAZ-67 (6p) 

Marder II IH 

Pak 40 

Katyusha on Studebaker 

Hetzer 

Pak 43/41 

M42 45 mm AT 

Panther D 

8.8 cm Pak 43 

M41 57 mm AT 

Panther G , 

7.62 Pak 36(r) 

M44 100 mm AT 

Jagd panther 

10.5 cm howitzer 

M39 76.2 mm 

Tiger 1 E 

15 cm howitzer 

M37 122 mm how. 

Tiger II Porsche 

17 cm howitzer 

152 mm howitzer 

Tiger II Henschel 
Jagdtiger 

8.8 cm Flak 

7.5 cm G.36 mountain gun 

203 mm tracked how. 

Elefant 

7.5 cm infantry gun 

UK 

Hanomag Sd 251/1 B 

15 cm infantry gun 

Honey 

Sd 251/10 -t- 3.7 Pak 

Nebelwerfer 

Grant 


Sherman M4A1 
Firefly 
Matilda 
Valentine II 
Valentine IX 
Archer 
Bishop 
Churchill III 
Churchill SBG 
Bridgelayer (10p) 
Churchill AVRE (10p) 
Churchill Crocodile (lOp) 
Churchill Arc (10p) 

A9 

A13 

Crusader I 
Crusader III 
Cromwell 
Comet 
Challenger 
Sherman Crab (lOp) 
Sherman DD (10p) 
Marmon Herrington 
Humber A/C 
Daimler S/C 
Daimler A/C 
Universal Carrier 
ACV Dorchester 
ACV AEC 
6 pdr. 

17 pdr. 

25 pdr. + limber 


2 pdr. 

5.5 in howitzer 
7.2 in howitzer 
Quad 

Bedford QL 3-ton 
Chevrolet 15 cwt 
Chevrolet 30 cwt 

USA 

M3 Stuart I 
M24 Chaffee 
Ml 8 Hellcat 
Sherman M4/^ 

M4A1 dozer 

M4A3E2 

M4A3E8 

M10 

M36 

M26 Pershing 
M7B1 Priest 
M12 155 mm 
M3 Vi-track 
T19 105 mm 
M3 75 mm CMC 
Je^ (6p) 

LVT Buffalo 
M5 Stuart 
Greyhound M8 
Studebaker 2'h ton 

3 in AT gun 

75 mm pack howitzer 
105 mm howitzer 


155 mm Long Tom 


ITALIAN 

Semovente 75 
Semovente 47/32 
47/32 AT + crew 


RAILWAY ITEMS 

German Arm'd Loco (lOp) 

German Arm'd wagon with 
turreted 105 mm and 
37 mm AA (lOp) 

Pz IV turret on flat (lOp) 

Pz 38(t) on flat with 
ramp (lOp) 

Flat car for mine defence 

German patrol trolley 
Straight track (6p) 

Curved track (6p) 


PERSONALITY GROUP 
Rommel, staff officer. 

Sd 250. dispatch riders 
set 25 p 

Look out tor lots more 
personality groups! 


Send SAE for our list of 25 mm Ancient, Napoleonic and 
ACW wargame figures at bargain prices. 
We accept ACCESS and BARCLAYCARD 
just send us your number 
All artillery is cast in firing position and includes crew 
Post & Packing: UK: 10% in £. 
Overseas Airmail: 40% in £; Seamail 20% in £.. 


ROS FIGURES 

36 Kennington Road, S.E.1 
England 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS 


RED RANGE 

ymintHBOX^ KitNo.PK-4()2 

3-col()ur moulding 

MATC IIH()\"isihc rcgi>icrcd rrailo M.irk uI'Lcmicv I’riHluciMV. C o l.iil.. l.i 


.•C onsorv.iiKv Ko.ul. London I ‘f.'I’N 
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WARGAME X 60 = T, 


he largest selection of military simulation games ever 
presented: 60 games re-creating famous battles from every period of history and at every level of operation - 
from the tactics of the Greek phalanx to the mechanised armies of Germany to the plane-to-plane 
electronic warfare of tomorrow. Exciting games of decisive action that allow you to assume the roles of 
the greatest commanders in history . . . enabling you to replay events and explore alternative outcomes. 


WOLFPACK 

Submarine Warfare in the North Atlantic, 1942-44 

Wolfpack is an historical simulation of the decisive North Atlantic conflict of World 
War II in which the German U-Boat "packs” preyed on Allied merchant convoys and 
almost succeeded in severing Britain’s vital sea communications with North America — 
"democracy’s arsenal”. As the convoy system functioned defensively against offensive 
U-Boat operations, Wolfpack is strictly a solitaire game in which a single Player 
controls both of the opposing forces. 



CEMETERY HILL 

The Battle of Gettysburg 
1-3 July, 1863 

South of the town of Gettysburg, 
the land rises gently to an un- 
pretentious rounded knoll charac- 
teristic of the rolling Pennsyl- 
vania terrain. Generations had 
found their final resting place in 
the simple cemetery maintained 
on this hill. In 1863, the Union 
Army found a new and more sinis- 
ter use for this position. Cemetery 
Hill recreates the events of July 
1st through July 3rd. The game 
simulates all three days of action 
with provision for continued battle 
on the 4th. 


Cemeiery HOI 



WolfPj&gk 




YEOMAN 

Tactical Warfare in the 
Renaissance Age, 1250-1550 
Yeoman shows the re-emergence 
of the infantry after several cen- 
turies of decline. Most of the 
battles portrayed take place in 
Italy and France, with a hodge- 
podge of nationalities taking up 
arms against one another. Battles 
such as Bannockburn, between 
the English and Scottish; Agin- 
court, between the English and 
French, and Ravenna, between 
the French and Spanish are 
among the most well-known. 



The physical components of all games are generally similar, consisting of 
a playing map printed on cardstock or heavy paper (usually 22" x 35"). 100 
to 400 die-cut, cardboard playing pieces, and complete rules. Standard 
and Quad games are individually packaged in a specially designed multi- 
compartmented plastic tray with a handsomely illustrated cover. Our low- 
priced Folio Sieriee Games are packaged in an illustrated 9" x 12” glossy 
folder (with an interior pocket to hold the components). Folio Games 
have 17" X 22” maps and 100 counters. Note that most of the Folio Games 
may also be had as a part of a QuadrlGame — a set of four related Folios 
packaged in a single plastic box. 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Here’s most of the collection . . . 


(Listed alphabetically) 


u 

Foxbat & Phantom 

£4.55 

FOLIO GAMES 


u 

Frederick the Great 

£4.55 

Antietam 

£2.15 


Frigate 

£4.55 

Battle of The Nations 

£2.55 


Global War 

£6.75 

Battle for Germany 

£2.15 

J 

Grenadier 

£4.55 

Cemetery Hill 

£2.15 


Kampfpanzer 

£4.55 

jChickamauga 

£2.15 

A 

Kursk 

£4.55 

Chinese Farm 

£2.15 


La Grande Armee 

£4.55 

Golan 

£2.15 

‘ J 

Lee Moves North 

£4.55 

Jena Auerstadt 

£2.55 

L. 

Legion 

£4.55 

Marengo 

£2.55 

u 

Mech War '77 

£4.55 

Mukden 

£2.15 

□ 

Modern Battle Quads 

£6.75 

Shiloh 

£2.15 

□ 

Moscow Campaign 

£4.55 

Wag ram 

£2.55 


Musket & Pike 

£4.55 

Warzburg 

£2.15 

Lj 

"Napoleon at Waterloo 

49p 

World War 1 

£2.15 

,_J 

Napoleon at War Quads 

£6.75 



j_. 

NATO 

£4.55 

STANDARD & QUAD GAMES 

LJ 

Normandy 

£4.55 

American Civil War 

£4.55 


Operation Olympic 

£4.55 

j American Revolution 

£4.55 


Panzer Armee Afrika 

£4.55 

Ardennes Offensive 

£4.55 

D 

Panzer ’44 

£4.55 

. Austerlitz 

£4.55 


Patrol 

£4.55 

i Barbarossa 

£4.55 

J 

Red Star/White Star 

£4.55 

1 Blue & Gray Quads 

£6.75 

J 

Search & Destroy 

£4.55 

Borodino 

£4.55 

1 1 

Seelowe 

£4.55 

' Breakout & Pursuit 

£4.55 


Sinai 

£4.55 

‘ Bull Run 

£4.55 


Sixth Fleet 

£4.55 

"CA " 

£4.55 

_i 

Sniper! 

£4.55 

Chariot 

£4.55 

1 1 

Soldiers 

£4.55 

Combined Arms 

£4.55 


Solomons Campaign 

£4.55 

Desert War 

£4.55 

. 1 

Spartan 

£4.55 

1 Dreadnought 

£4.55 

1 1 

Spitfire 

£4.55 

n East is Red 

£4.55 

r— 1 

Starforce 

£4.55 

n Fast Carriers 

£5.45 

U 

Strategy 1 

£7.99 


P Tank 

£4.55 

U Turning Point 

£4.55 

L' U.S.N. 

£4.55 

U Viking 

£4.55 

' War in the East 

£10.99 

. Winter War 

£4.55 

J Wolfpack 

£4.55 

World War II 

£4.55 

World War III 

£4.55 

Yeoman 

£4.55 

Free illustrated leaflet 


"Indicates game unboxed. 


No discount. 



Subscribe to Strategy & Tactics 
the bi-monthly magazine of 
military history that gives you a 
complete simulation game with 
every issue! 

B 6 months (3 issues) £4.00 
1 year (6 issues) £7.50 
; 2 years (12 issues) £14.40 
j_j 3 years (18 issues) £20.70 
□ Single Issue (current) £1.75 
Free with every new 1, 2 or 3 
Year Subscription 
NAPQLEQN AT WATERLOG, 
history's greatest battle pre- 
sented in a game-design 
specially created to introduce 
new readers to Conflict Simula- 
tion. 


Send with cheque or P.O. to: 

SIMULATIONS 
PUBLICATIONS UK 

Dept. A17, FREEPOST, CROWN PASSAGES, 

HALE, ALTRINCHAM, CHESHIRE WA14 6BR 
Telephone: 061-941 1533 
(Please print full name and address) 


NAME ‘A/C Code 

ADDRESS 


"Clients already on our Mailing List have an A/C Code, please 
enter this in the space provided. This will ensure speedier 
clearance of your order. 

Prices include P&P in Britain, Ireland and the Channel Isles. 
Overseas orders (except B.F.P.O.) please apply for postal 
charges. 

PLEASE ALLOW 2-3 WEEKS FOR INLAND DELIVERY 

10% DISCOUNT — If you subscribe to Sbategy & Tactics through 
S.P.U.K., you are entitled to a 10% discount on all the GAMES shown 
in this advert unless otherwise slated. The discount may be taken 
at the same time as you take out your subscription. 
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Mil Leicester Micro 
Models Ltd 



Micro Tanks 

• Micro Aircraft • Micro Ships 

48 GLOUCESTER RD, NEWBURY, BERKS 

1/300 SCALE MODEL AIRCRAFT 

Group A — 13p 

Group B — 18p 

Group C — 25p 

Me 109 

Thunderbolt 

Dornier 17z 

Spitfire V 

Me 110 

Heinkel 111 

Spitfire IX 

Mosquito 

Junkers 88 

FW 190 A3 

Typhoon 

Beaufighter 

Hurricane 

Stuka 


Mustang P51D 

Me 262 

To follow in 

Zero 

M.R.C.A. 

New Year 

Yak 9 

Lightning 

Pol. 116 ‘Rata’ 

Buffalo 

Phantom 

Mig 15 

Harrier 

Mig 25 (Foxbat) 

Mig 21 


Sturmovik 

Mirage III C 

Group D — 45p 

Corsair 

Ju 52/3M 

Lancaster 
Fortress (B17E) 

Defiant 

Hayate ‘Frank’ 

New Air Warfare rules 'Aerial Combat’ — 70p 

Please add 10% to all orders (minimum lOp) 

Send s.a.e. for our full list of Microtanks, Microships, 

1/1200 scale ships and wargames rules 


AIRCRAFT 

ENSIGN 

Our range of aircraft miniatures in 1/1250 
scale is the most comprehensive ever pro- 
duced, including many types never before 
available in model form of MODERN & WORLD 
WAR 2 aircraft. 


Just to name a few: 
LOCKHEED 
SR-71 10p 

SU-7 Fitter 7p 

TOMCAT 

wings extended 10p 


SHACKLETON 
SWORDFISH 
BEAUFIGHTER 
Do 21 7E 
SUNDERLAND 


POSTAGE lOp for 5 models: Minimum lOp 

Ideal for wargaming, collecting and identification 
training 

S.A.E. for full aircraft listings 
ENSIGN CATALOGUE 20p POST FREE 
Lists Ships, Aircraft and Ships Spares 

MODEL FIGURES & HOBBIES 

LOWER BALLOO ROAD, GROOMSPORT, Co. DOWN 
BT19 2LU, N.l. 


RUB ’N BUFF 


1/72 Reyhex Conversions 

Pearl Blue 

99p 

HH 3F Helicopter 

30p 

Silver 

Gold ^ 

Canberra Mk 11/19 

39p 

Phantom RF48/C/E 

55p 

Copper 

EACH 

Sea King Helicopter 

20p 


POST FREE 

Mosquito/Beaufighter 

20p 

FROG KITS 

Javelin FAW9/9R 

75p 

Thunderbolt P47D 

55p 

Dornier Do 17 Z 

75p 

Hornet F Mk 3 

55p 

Vickers Vimy Mk 4 

75p 

Firefly F Mk 1 

55p 

Buccaneer 2A/50 

75p 

Sea Venom 21/53 

55p 

Mosquito Mk IV/VI 

65p 

Swordfish Mk 1 

55p 

Dornier 335 A6/12 

65p 

Mustang P51 A 

45p 

Me 110G/2G 

65p 

Spitfire Mk 8/9 

45p 

Jaguar A2/T2 

65p 

Heinkel He 162 

45p 

Westland Lynx 

65p 

Tomahawk P40 

45p 

Mirage 111E/0 

5Sp 

Hurricane IIC 

45p 

Typhoon IB 

S5p 

Vampire FB 5/50 

45p 

Hunter FGA9 

55p 

B.A.C. Lightning F6 

75p 



TAMIYA 1/48 


ITALAEREI 1/72 


Nakajima Ki 184 1A 

£1.99 

Fiat BR20 Bomber 

£1.65 

Hayate 

Caproni CA 313/314 

£1.65 

Nakajima A6M2 N 

Type 2 

Mitsubishi JSM3 Raiden 
Hawker Siddeley Harrier 
Zero A6M2 

Avro Lancaster BI/BIII 

£1.99 

£1.99 

£1.99 

£1.99 

£7.99 

F84F Thunderstreak 
RF84F Thurtderflash 
Henschel HS 126 
Lavochkin LA5 

99p 

99p 

80p 

55p 

Gotha GO 242/244 
Cant Z 501 

Caproni CA 311 

£1.80 

£1.80 

£1.65 

Brewster Buffalo 

Hughes H500 Cayuse 

£1.99 

90p 

Junkers JU86D1 
Junkers JU 188 

£1.65 

£1.65 

TAMIYA 1/72 

Zerosen, Shoki, Raiden, 




Hayate, Shinden 60p each 


JOHN L. SILVESTER 

(MEMBER I.P.M.S.) 


BADGER AIR BRUSHES 


Model 
250-1 
200 EX 
100 XF/IL 
100 GXF 
150 IL 

Compressor 

Tyre adaptor 
20 oz. Propellant 
6 ft. air hose 
Foot switch 
Propellant regulator 


List Price 

My Price 

Price includes 

£5.46 

£5.00 

Hose, valve & 2 jars 

£20.04 

£16.95 

Hose, valve & 1 jar 

£28.84 

£24.65 

Spare needle 

£29.92 

£25.80 

Spare needle 

£30.56 

£26.30 

Spare needle & 1 jar 

£44.25 

£37.25 

Vx' thread adaptor 


Spare jars 
On/off valve 
10 ft. air hose 
Air filter 

Most spares in stock 


NEW HUMBROL MODELLER’S 
AIR BRUSH — Only £3.25 


EXPO DRILLS 


Reliant Mini Drill £4.1 

Titan Drill £9.( 

Reliant Mini Drill Kit £10.^ 

(inc. 20 Assorted Tools) 

Titan Mini Drill Kit £14.1 

(inc. 20 Assorted Tools) 

Reliant Major Drill Kit £39.1 

(inc. stand, transformer & 40 tools) 


Titan Major Drill Kit £43.35 

(inc. stand, transformer & 40 tools) 
12v. Transformer/ 
rectifier £9.24 

Multi purpose stand £9.96 

SEND S.A.E. for BROCHURE 


Post and Packing: Please add 10% (min. 25p) to all orders under £8.00. 
Payment by Access welcome 


51 THE PAVEMENT, PARK HILL, 
SHEFFIELD S2 5RD Tel. 0742 23897 
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AIRFIX magazine 


TWO MAGNIFICENT BOOKS 



lus postage and packing 


Since the very beginning of man's 
history, armed conflict has often been 
the means of settling disputes between 
individuals, tribes and finally nations - in 
recent history on a world wide scale. 

Today there is a huge demand for books 
on every aspect of military operations - 
ancient and modern, on land, sea and in 
the air. 

Top quality books at substantial 
savings 

The Military Book Society brings to its 
members a wide range of subjects : 
notable campaigns, military biographies, 
special operations, equipment and 
weapons, the tools and dress of war. 

Superbly produced works, often lavishly 
illustrated . . . exactly the same as 
publishers' editions except that members 
enjoy a substantial saving on every book 
- never less than 20%, usually more I 
You decide which books to take 
Every month you receive the Society's 
free Bulletin reviewing forthcoming 
selections from which you take only 
those you want. All we ask is that you 
accept a minimum of four books from 
the large number offered during one 
year of membership. 

See for yourself 
Send for your gift-price introductory 
package today and see for yourself. No 
obligation - return them if you are not 
entirely delighted. 

Choose your introductory books from this great list - without obligation ! 


Ultra 




1S3 GERMAN ARMY HANDBOOK 
W J K OaviM. Pictorial survay of 
Garmany'a waitima land lorcaa. 
NormtHf C3.00 

US THE ART OF WAR : WATERLOO 
TO MONS 

William McElwaa. Sixty years of 
lavolulionary technology. 

Normally C4JS0 

4SS THE ULTRA SECRET 

F W Wintatbolham. Amazing story of a 

leiTtarkabla British intalliganca coup. 

Normally £3.25 

182 THE ZULU WAR 

Alan Lloyd. Vivid reconstruction of a 

bloody colonial war. 

Normally £2 S6 

3S1 A MATTER OF HONOUR 

Philip Mason. An account of the Indian 

Army, its officers and man. 

NormaMy £5.75 
no THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR 
Paler Young/Richard Holmes. A military 
history of the Cromwalltsn Wars. 
Normally £5.25 


481 THE BRITISH BOMBER SINCE 
1914 

Pater Lewis. Sixty years of davalopmeni. 
Hundreds of illustrations and 3-viaw 
drswlrtgs. 

Normally £4.50 

01B ARTILLERY THROUGH THE AGES 
Col. H C B Rogers. Fascirtating pictorial 
study from 1 4th century to present day. 
Normally £3.50 

TSI THE ROYAL NAVY IN OLD 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

Wilfrid Pym Trotter. From ships launched 
in Nelson's day to 1 91 3. 

.Normally £4.X 

019 GERMAN ARMY UNIFORMS AND 

INSIGNIA 1933/45 

Brian L Davis. Richly illustrated. 

Normally £4.75 

014 THE RECOLLECTIONS OF 

RIFLEMAN HARRIS 

Edited by Christopher Hibbart. Vividly 

told persortal experiences of the 

Peninsular Wat. 

Normally £2.50 


024 SEND HER VICTORIOUS 

Lt. Cmdt. Michaal Appt. The splattdid 

story of aircraft carrier. //.Af.5. Victorious 

NormaMy £3.75 

187 THE LOST COMMAND 

Alastair Ravia. Bomber Commartd's long 

and costly wartime offensive. 

NormaMy £3.15 

886 THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AIR 
WARFARE 

Edited, lain Parsons. 320 colour 
drawings. Over 300 superb picturas - 
many in colour. 1 00,000 words. 

NormaMy £3.95 

398 THE LANCASTER AT WAR 
Garbatt/Goulding.Epic story of tha war's 
most successful heavy bomber. 

NormaMy £3.50 
027 TANK 

Macksay/Batchalor. Superbly illustrated 
history of the Armoured FighiingVehicle. 
Normally £2.50 


Piifnts Booh S8<v<es ltd keg lomton 9&8963 49 ^oisnd St lonOunWI 


FREE POST Application Form. 

To; Military Book Sociaty. (FREEPOST) P.O. Box 20. 
Abingdon, Oxon OXt4 4BR 

Please accept my application to join The Milittry Book Society and 
send me the two books whose numbeis I have Indicated In the 
boxes provided. Foi these you will invoice me iusi 39p each plus an 
oveiall charge ol 40p to covet the cost of post and packing Unless 
aniiiely delighted I may letutn the iniioducioiy package and If I do 
so within to days my membership will be cancelled and I will owe 
nothing. Fiom the selection of titles reviewed every month in the 
Society's free Bulletin I agree, as a member, to lake at least tout 
during my flisi year of membership at savings ol 20% oi mote on 
publishers' prices (plus p (> p) after which I may cancel at any lime. 

/ am over 18 veers of ege j I I 


U.K. only. Oversees epphcents send tor deteils. 

Sand no money now — do not affix stamp. co oc o 

FREEPOST maana wa pay application postage. E" 95-2 
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CALLERS ARE WELCOME 

(Subject to price ruling at the time of issue) 


By the Wargamer, 

For the Wargamer . . . 


By the time you read this we will have no Ancient Rules left 
. . . do not fall on your swords though, the 5th Edition is now 
with the printers and should be ready during January. 

It will cover 3000BC-AD1250, and will incorporate a host 
of the suggestions, ideas and features sent to us by literally 
hundreds of wargamers and clubs, as well as our own latest 
research and testing. 

For the conservative minded types, no trouble. Base sizes, 
moves, etc. unaltered. Much more in definition, and 
more types — try dummy elephants or Chinese rocket 
launchers . . . 

In the meantime, our latest release. Armies and Enemies 
of Ancient China, by John Greer. Our biggest yet, covering 
around 2,500 years and opening up a vast new field for 
ancient wargaming. U.K. price including postage £3.60, 
U.S.A. $9.50 Surface, $11.50 Air. Also Phil Barker’s best- 
seller — Ancient Wargaming. U.K. £1.40, U.S.A. $3.50 
Surface, $5.50 Air. 

Send S.A.E. for our full list of Rules, Books and Games. 


WITH CAST IRON BASE, 

PRECISION GROUND AND 
POLISHED LENS, CHROME PLATED 
FRAME AND FLEXIBLE TUBE. 

IDEAL FOR HOBBIES, AND 
DETAILED WORK WHICH 
REQUIRES BOTH 
HANDS FREE. 


Wargames research group 

75 Ardingly Drive, Goring by Sea 
Sussex, England 


REVOR OPTICAL & 
TECHNICAL 


12/13 HENRIETTA ST., 
LONDON W.C.2 
Tel. 01-836 4536 


£6.50 

Including 
Postage & 
Packing 


PLASTRUCT 


Now available from 120 stockists in the UK 


All in A.B.S. plastic, top quality materials 
as used by the pro's. 


BEAMS 

COLUMNS 

ANGLES 

CHANNEL 

TEES 


SHEET 

STRIP 

TUBES 

SQUARE 

RECTANGULAR 


The finest solvent on the market for 
polystyrene, A.B.S. and perspex. 


Send 25p for catalogue and list of stockists 

E.M.A. MODEL SUPPLIES LIMITED 

94 THE CENTRE, FELTHAM, MIDDX 
Telephone: 01-890 5270 Telex: 263439 
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MDBi 

z mail-'Orc^ 

INTERNATIOIVAL 

■k International rates 
on ^plication. 

SAE please with 
all inquiries. 

Postage & Packing rates 

Minimum Charge: 

Up to £1 .00 — 35p; E1-E2 — 60p; 
£2-£3 — 80p; E3-£4 — £1.00; 

£4-£10 — £1 .20; E10-E15 — £1 .30; 
Over £15 post free. 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERS 


ELDO 1/25 Kits 

SAND DRAGON 3 f®'? 

PINK PANTHER were El .75 

MILK TRUCK ONLY £1.00 BBCh 


TAMIYA AFVs 

TANKS 1/25 Scale with interior detail 


TANKS 1/25 Scale (motorleed) 

Germvi Panther V with four figures £7.50 

German Jagdpanther "Rommel" with 
four figures £7.50 

British Chieftain Tank £7.50 

British Centurion Mk. Ill £9.99 

TANKS 1/25 Scale witti two motors and 
remote control 

British Chieftain £9.99 

Tiger I with interior detail £12.99 

German Panther V with four figures £8.99 

German Jagdpanzer V with four figures £8.99 

British Centurion £12.99 

1/35 Scale — Military Miniatures 
German 75 mm. Assault Gun 
Sturmgeschuetz-lll Ausf.G £2.60 

U.S. Willys Jeep with crew and trailer £1.65 
German PZKW II Ausf.F/G Tank with 
4AfrikaKorps £1.30 

German Hanomag 251/1 Half Track 
with soldiers £1.95 

British Matilda Mk. II Tank £2.20 

Italian Hat AnsakJo Ml 3/40 £1.80 

German 8 wheel Armoured Car 
SdKfz 232 £2.99 

British SAS Jeep with crew £1.30 

German Kettenkraftrad SdKfz2 with 
diecast Ennine, Trailer and 3 Soldiers £1.30 
British Ford Quad Gun Tractor £1.95 

British 25 lb. Gun Limber and Quad 
Tractor £3.20 

U.S. Amphibious Jeep and Crew £1.30 

U.S. Tank M3 "Lee" £1.85 

U.S. M3-A1 "Stuart" £1.30 

British M3 "Grant" £1.85 

U.S. Ml 13 Personnel Carrier £2.70 

British 25 lb. Anti-Tank Gun and 
Limber and figures £1.70 

German 8 Ton Semi-Track SdKfz7/1 £3.99 
German PzKw VI Tiger I £2.70 

German Armoured Car SdKfz 222 £1.50 

German Personnel Carrier Horch Type 
1A £1.80 

German Tank PzKw IV Ausf H £2.95 

U.S. Half Track M3A2 £2.50 

U.S. Armoured Command Post Vehicle 
M557 £2.50 

German King Tiger £2.70 

T34/76 Russian 1943 Model £2.50 

German Marder II £1.99 

German SdKfz 223 £1.50 

Russian KV-II Gigant £2.80 

German Leopard £2.70 

U.S. M41 Walker Bulldog £2.20 

German Hunting Tiger £2.70 

German Panther £2.70 

Russian Tank KV-I £2.70 

Jagdpanther £2.70 

TANKS otc, 1/35 Scale (motorised) 
Russian JSIII Stalin ra.30 

British Centurion Tank £3.30 

U.S. M4 A3 E8 Sherman £2.60 

U.S. Army M60 A-l Tank £3.30 

Japanese Type 61 Tank £3 JO 

German King Tiger Tank £3.30 

German Hunting Tiger Tank £3.30 

^ladin Armoured Car £1.60 

U.S. M36 Jackson £2.60 

Panzer Kampferagen II F/G £1.80 

Russian KVI Type C £3.30 

U.S. M551 Sheridan Tank £3.30 

German Leopard Tank £3.30 

Tiger I £3.30 

U.S. M42 Duster £2.60 

U.S. M41 Tank £2.60 

German 8 Ton Half-Track SdKfz 7 
with crew £4.50 

German Panther Tank £3.30 


German Rommel (Jagdpanther) 
German PZKW III AUSF M/N 
German Sturmgeschuetz III 
British Matilda Mk. II 
British Chieftain 


REVELL 1/16 Kits 


Mr Revell 

Californian Charger 

Praying Mantis 
Mickey Thompson 
Revelleader 
DA Revell Fast Guys 
Whipple & McCulloch's 
Revellution 


Were £3.90 

NOW 

£2.75 each 

Were £4.60 

NOW 

ONLY £3.25 each 


REVELL 1/25 KITS 

Willy's Drag Pick up 
Bed Bug 

Were £2.35 Revellaser Pinto 
ONLY £1.60 each wild Wiiiie 

Borsch-Wildman 
Don Garlits Dragster 
Canned Heat 


HUMBROL/BADGER 

AIRBRUSH 


APPROX 1/6 Scale with remote control 
MCLAREN M8 Only £10.00 


Model 200 set with 
airbrush, 2 jars, power 
pack, connector, 
measuring cup, 
instruction book 


WAS £21 .50 

ONLY £14.00 


U.S. Army M60-A2 Tank £3.99 

U.S.' Tank Ml O' £2.99 

U.S. M41 Walker Bulldog £2.99 

TANKS 1/35 Scale — two motors and 
remote control 

German Leopard Tank £4.40 

German King Tiger Tank £4.40 

British Centurion Mk. Ill £4.40 

German Hunting Tiger Tank £4.40 

German Tiger I £4.40 

Russian JSIII Stalin £4.40 

German Panther Tank £4.40 

German Rommel Tank £4.40 

U.S. M4 A3 E8 Sherman £3.99 

U.S. M42 Ouster £3.99 

U.S. M60-A1 Cheyenne £4.40 

U.S. M551 Sheridan £4.40 

Japanese Type 61 £4.40 

Russian T55 Tank £3.99 


German PZKW III £3.99 

U.S. M41 Walket Bulldog £3.99 

Russian KVI Type C £4.40 

U.S. M36 Jacl^n £3.99 

Remote Control British Matilda £3.99 

U.S. M10 Tank £3.99 

TANK 1/16 Scale (motorised and suit- 
able tor radio control) 

U.S. M4 Sherman with 105 mm 
Howitzer £56.00 


HELICOPTER 1/48 Scale 

Hughes H-500 Cayuse 


BANDAI 1/24 

Tiger 
Panther 
Jagd Panther 


PACTRA PAINTS 


AUTHENTIC 

INTERNATIONAL COLOURS 

Each pack contains 6 bottles + thinner 
USAAF Vietnam wprp 


WERE 

£ 1.10 

OUR 

PRICE 


Jap Air Force 
Tanks & Vehicles 
RAF European 
US Air Force 
French 
Italian 

Russian Air Force 
W.W.1 Aircraft 
Naval Vessels 
Combat Uniforms 


PAINT LOCKER 
GLOSS 9 BOTTLES 
instead of £1.09 ONLY 75p 

Black. White, Blue, Green, Red. Yellow, 
Silver, Gold, Thinner SAVE 34p 


Set of CUSTOM COLOURS 

Metallic - Candy & Exotic 
10 assorted - Special price 90p 


SOFT SPRAY ’NAMEL 

Gloss black - Flat black - Gloss white 

- Royal blue- Leaf green - Insignia red 

- Flat white - Flat red - Copper - Lemon 
yellow - Aircraft grey - &tin brown - 
Chrome silver - Gold leaf - Orange - 
Wood tan - Clear - Sky blue - Candy 
apple red - Metallic blue - Metallic green 

- Metallic burgundy - Candy Parisian 

green - Candy orient purple - Candy 
sapphire blue - Undercoat gold - Hot 
red primer - Candy wild cherry - Candy 
turquoise - Candy lime green - Metallic 
bronze - Candv root beer - Gold mist - 
Blazing red - Sparkling burgundy - Star 
blue - Lightning purple - Radiant lime - 
Lustrous turquoise. 50p each 

CUSTOM SPRAYS 

3 assorted diamond flake 
£1.50 including post 

BRUSHING ENAMEL 

lip - 10 for £1.00 
For colours see our advertisement 
in December issue. 




BADGER 

ipP^^I^FAIRBRUSHES 

Airbrushes for 
Modellers. No. 250 
Hobby kit with 5' vinyl hose, 
air valve, mixing jar, instructions 
£5.57 

BAOGER/HUMBROL Model 200 
See Special Offer above. 


Illustrated is 100XF Airbrush 
only £29.30 

Humbrol Airbrush £3.25 


LIQU-A-PLATE 


In 5 colours 


1 . Aluminium Plate 4. 

Jet exhaust 

2. Dark Anodic grey 5. 

Bronze 

3. Titanium 


Per jar, state colour 77p 1 

Sealer per jar 

77p 

Gloss finish 

77p 

Matt finish 

77p 


PRICES STATED 

in this advertisement 
are as accurate as 
possible as we write 
same, but prices 
are rising so fast, 
we can only supply 
from present stock. 
New stock must, 
regretfully, be at 
pnces current on 
delivery to us. 


large BOAT KITS 

H.M. VICTORY 

A Sergal kit 54 in. long £102.00 

A Corel kit with a truly superlative 
moulding £81.00 

AERONAUT KITS 

Bismarck £66.00 Schamhorst £66.00 


£56.00 

PREHISTORIC ANIMALS 


Spiked Dinosaur 

£2.30 


Three Homed Dinosaur 

£2.30 

90p 

Giant Wooly Mammoth 

£3.10 

Allosaurus 

£1.60 


Flying Reptile 

£1.60 

£10.95 

£10.95 

£10.95 

AURORA 

Tyrannosaurus Rex Dinosaur 

approx. 3 high 
£7.50 



POCHER 1/8 Scale 
Alfa Monza £55 Rolls-Royce £85 

Alfa-Spider £65 Fiat £43 

Mercedes £95 

CAR KITS 

TAMIYA 1/12 Scale Car Kits 
TEXACO McLaren ce.so 

in series with JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL. 


each £6.50 
£11.99 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£9.50 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£6.56 
£11.99 
£11.99 
£6.50 



TYRRELL FORD e 

Datsun 240Z Safari Car 

Tyrrell Ford F.1 

Lotus 72 John Player Special 

Honda F.1 

Porsche Carrera 910 
Lotus 49 F.1 
Lotus 49B F.1 
Matra MS-11 F.1 
Lola T70 Mk III 
Datsun 240G 
Ferrari 31 2B F.1 

RIKO 1/12 Scale 

Pontiac Firebird Transam 
Mustang Mach. 1 
1/16 Scale 
Lamborghini Miura 
Jaguar Ptrana 

BANDAI 1/8 Scale 

E TYPE JAG 

Personal callers only 


MATZ "Working Model" 
PLASTIC GUN KITS 

Walther Model G 
Smith & Wesson 
Magnum 6’ combat 
Magnum 

also: 3%" stubby. 

Walther P.38 Auto. Standard model or 
Special Agent with silencer 
Luger 

Luger Artillery 
1 :1 £2.95 Colt Commander 
3:5 60p each 
Beretta M 1934 
Colt 32 

Browning 32 mm 


■ID&E^ MODEL 


1-2 STATION PARADE, HOE STREET BRIDGE, 
WALTHAMSTOW, LONDON El 7. Telephone 01-520 4565. 

9 a.m. - 6 p.m. every day except SUNDAYS 
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We are stockists for 
Tamiya, Bandai, Monogram, Fujimi, 
Entex, Airfix, Revell, Hasegawa, Life- 
Like, Protar, Bellona, Otaki, Nitto, 
Italaerei and Esci. 


Also Figures 

Hinchliffe (25 mm, 54 mm and 75 mm), 
Mini-Fig (25 mm), Phoenix, Historex, 
Lassett, Sanderson and Cameo (54 
mm). 


If you are in our area call In, or write 
for our complete stock list enclosing 
large SAE to: 


All enquiries (with SAE) replied to. 


XHighburY/ 

XHobbies/ 


228, St. Paul's Rd., 
London N.l. 
Tel:-01-359 0580 



Whetheryou win one of the 
prizes in our DAS Modelling Competition 
depends on your individual skill. You could, though, bring home a 
superb 26’ colour T.V. and aerial plus a year’s licence, or one of the 
other exciting prizes to be won. 

You can enter any subject you like. Modelling at home with DAS 
Pronto is easy and enjoyable. You'll find DAS Pronto is clean to 
handle. It hardens without firing and has the ideal surface for 
painting. Varnishing with Varni-Das adds that winning touch with a 
professional, ceramic-like finish. 

Every large pack of DAS Pronto has an entry sleeve for the DAS 
Modelling Competition, so get one from your local stockist soon. 


prize-winning model 
in every pack! 


Wiggins Teape ( Stationery ) Ltd., Chadwell Heath Mill, Grove Road, 
Romford, RM6 4XL 
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ALEXANDERS (Model Dept.) 


268 Kentwood Hill, Tilehurst, 

Reading. Berks. RG3 6DR Tel. Reading (6734) 27279 

AIRFIX 1/32 Scale 


ESCI 1/72 Scale — 60p 

Monty's Humber 

99p 

8007 Opel Blitz 

Rommel's W Track 

E1.35 

8008 Pzk Pfw VI King Tiger 

British 8th Army Multi Purpose 


8017 Russian Soldiers 

Figures 

55p 

8018 Afrika Korps 

1/12 Scale 


8019 British 8th Army 

Queen Elizabeth 1 

55p 

8029 US 155 mm Gun Carriage M12 

Anne Boleyn 

55p 

8035 Opel Blitz (Ambulance version) 

1/72 Scale 


Full range of all 1/72 Scale numbers 

Vesper M.T.B. 

99p 

available, in stock. 

OO/HO Scale 



German Reconnaissance Set 

55p 


LMC3 & Sherman Tank 

S5p 


MATCHBOX 1/72 Scale 


EIDAI 1/72 Scale 

PK 112 Fairey Swordfish 

S5p 

Fuji FA200 Aerosubari 

PK 113 Me 410 A2/U4 

55p 

Cessna 172 Sea Plane 

PK401 HeInkelHellS 

85p 

Beechcratt V35B Bonanza 

PK 402 Wellington Mk X 

85p 

Cessna 337 Super Skymaster 

PK 403 Heinkel He 111 

85p 

Cessna 172 Skyhawk 

PK 404 Phantom F 4M/K 

85p 

Cessna 0-2A (Military) 


We always have a full range of most kits in stock. Delivery is by return. POST FREE on all 
orders over £1 .50 (UK) add 15p to orders up to £1 .50. Personal shoppers always welcome. 

OPEN UNTIL 1 pm EVERY SUNDAY 


History — Reference 
Modelling — Engineering 
Computers — Navigation 
Flying — Construction 

We carry a comprehensive 
U.K. and International range 
of books on all aspects of 
aviation and armour. 


WC2 Tel; 01-836 5376 



aviation 

books 

oalore! 


Motor Books & Accessories 

33 (AM) St. Martin’s Ct., Lond 


Fight the Desert War in a 
smaii way . . . 



with GHQ original Micro-Armour. You get classic detail on 
ourl :285 scale models — the sortthatyou associate with tanks 
many times their size. Like the shovel on the Sherman. Maybe 
you preferthe Eastern Front. InspectourTigers. Orelseyou like 
the 1940 campaigns. Our listing' fits the bill. Look at GHQ 
Micro-Armour and see that small does not mean shapeless. 
Send 20p for our listing and a sample of the Tiger One to us. 

We know you will like what you see. 

Go for GHQ 

In packs of five from 40p to 72p {+ VAT) 
per pack of five items. 

NEW HOPE DESIGN 

Rothbury, Morpeth, Northumberland, England 


AIRFIX magazine 



Please address your correspondence to 

Airfix Magazine, 

Classified Advertisement Department, 
Bar Hill, Cambridge. CB3 8EL. 


Rates lOp per word. Minimum charge £1. 
Box numbers 40p extra charge. 

All advertisements must be prepaid. 

Please state classification required. 


magazine classified adverts 


Th* publishers of AIRFIX magazine must point out 
to rsaders that, whils every care la taken to check 
the bona fide nature of all advertlsementa, they 
cannot accept any raeponsiblllty for diaputas which 
might arise. 


Closing date for next available Issue 
January 15 


FOR SALE 

Aviation, Military, Naval Books, Magazines. 
Used, new. Some imported titles. Stamp or l.R.C. 
for lists. Overseas enquiries welcome. Pidler, 
’Kelston’, Shawleigh, Chulmleigh, Devon 
EX18 7HA. (191 5S) 

Airfix Magazines, issue No 1 to date. Complete. 8 
Easibinders. Buyer collects. Offers — R. Bishop, 
14 Carpenter Road, Birmingham, 
B15 2JW. (1913S) 

Clearance. 25 only 1;32 Vacu-Form kits. Gotha 
G0.229. £2.00 each plus -SOp each p&p. Frog 
Valiant, Vulcan, Hawk Spitfire 22, 1956-1962 RAF 
F.R., 1963-1969 F.R.I. Fine copies. Enquiries with 
SAE (otherwise disregarded). Box No 
1914S. (1914S) 

Airfix Magazine, June 71 to date. Offers com- 
plete. S.A.E. 23 Ravensworth Street, Sunderland, 
SR4 6BG. (1917S) 

Airfix Magazines, October 1970 to December 
1974. Offers. O'Connell, 38 Guildford Avenue, 
Hull. (1918S) 

Immaculate Badger 1501 L, pressure adaptor, air 
hose, air can. Full instructions. £25 complete. 


Johnson, 84 Ealing Park Gardens, London W.5. 
Tel. 01-568 3960. (1920S) 

Six 1:1200 scale ship models, also 170 Aircraft 
Profiles in Easibinders. S.A.E. for prices. J. J. 
Simpson, 6 Rylands Court, Barton Street, 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1JX. {1921S) 

Airfix Magazines. 1969, 1970, 1971, in Easi- 
binders. Also Railway Modellers. Tel. Dorking 
87520. (1923S) 

Air Enthusiast Vol 1 to June 1975. Mint. Offers; 
Tel. 01-888 8593. (1924S) 

Plastic Aircraft Modellers Magazine — PAM 
News specimen copy 40p. 22 Slayleigh Avenue, 
Sheffield SI 0 3RB. (1 925S) 

Original Publications: German Combat 
Uniforms. German Decorations 1933-45. £1 each. 
Blandford, 24 Linton Crescent, Hastings. (1927S) 

WANTED 

Aircraft in Profile, all volumes required. S.A.E. 
with details to; Kinnear, 22 Squirrel Rise, Marlow, 
Bucks. (1916W) 

Wanted. Unmade Rosebud Kitmaster 00’ scale 
steam loco kits: ‘Duchess of Gloucester', ‘Flying 


Scotsman’ and B.R. coaches. G. Buckle, Manor 
Drive, Brafferton, Helperby, York. (1929W) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Exchange Czechoslovak, Soviet and Eastern 
German plastic aircraft kits for English ones. 
Please write — Svatopluk Rozsypal, Lenin- 
gradska 2209, Pardubice, Czecho- 
slovakia. (1926M) 

Offer for exchange plastic aircraft kits, scale 72 
of Czech manufacture. Will send sample if 
required. J. Jansky, Libusina 3, Karlovy Vary, 
CSSR. (1932M) 

p- SITUATION VACANT— I 

in Art Department 
Pasteup Artist 

Draughtsmanship or technical layout 
experience essential, for work in book 
publishers’ studio. 

Arms & Armour Press 

2-6 Hampstead High Street 
London NW3 (794 0246) 


HEROICS FIGURES 

Modem Micro-Tanks in 1/300 scale. Beautifully detailed and proportioned white metal castings. 
Buy only real Heroics Micro-AFV's. 


Soviet; T-70*, T-62*, T-55*, T-55 dozer*, T-55 
mine-clearer*. T-10M*, PT-76*, BMP-76PB, 
BTR-40P with swatter. BTR-60PB. BRDM-2. 
BRDM-2 with sagger. ASU-85. UAZ-469. 

■ BM-21 rocket launcher*. ZSU-23-4*, ZSU-37-2*. 

0-30 122 mm gun and crew, M-55 100 mm 
AT gun and crew. Mil Mi-24 Hind gunship 
' (15p), 152 mm M-1955 howitzer and crew. 

! Sukhoi Su-7 ground attack aircraft (15p). 

French: AMX-30*, AMX-13*. AMX-13 -t- 
! SS 11*, AML H-90. EBR-75.- AMX-30 155 
; howitzer*, AMX-10. AMX-30 Roland*. AMX-10 
HOT, Jeep with Entac. 

i Swedish: S-fank*. Ikv 91 *. 

I Canada: Lynx. 


USA: M60A1*. M60A2*. M551 Sheridan*. 
M113. M163 Vulcan AA. M114. M109*. 
M728CEV*. Commando, XR311. Huey Cobra 
(15p), Skyhawk (15p). 

UK: (ihieftain*, Centurion*. Centurion AVRE*, 
FV432. FV438 Swingfire, Abbot*. Saladin, 
Saracen, Fox, Ferret. Ferret 2/6, Scorpion, 
Scimitar, Striker. Rapier, Jaguar (15p). 
German: Leopard Al*, Leopard A2*, Leopard 
A4*. Marder, Gepard*. Jagdpanzer Rakete, 
Jagdpanzer Kanone. 

Infantry: NATO, NATO heavy infantry weapons, 
Warsaw Pact, Warsaw F^t heavy infantry 
weapons. All 50p for 50 figures. Heroics Mod- 
ern Tanks are 8p each except where asterisked 
which are lOp. Aircraft and gunships are 15p. 


We accept ACCESS and BARCLAYCARD. Just send your card number. Postage and Packing: UK: 
10% in £, over £5 5%. Overseas airmail 40% in £, Seamail 20% in £. Europe 15% in £. 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS 

HEROICS FIGURES 36 KENNINGTON RD.. London SE1, UK 


Titan Dustcovers 

thermoformed in lightweight 
crystal-clear plastic 


Stocked by all the best model shops 


Sizes available 

De-luxe 

Price 

26" X 6" X 7" high 

£2.90 

18" X 7” X 9" high 

£2.00 

13" X 6" X 5" high 

£1.10 

18" X 7" X 6" high 

£1.64 

6" X 6" X 21 / 2 " high 

18" X 18" X 5V2" high 

£0.50 

£2.60 

5%" dia. X 5%" high 

£0.55 

6" X 3" X 2 V 2 " high 

£0.40 



Send S.A.E. now tor brochure 


P&P 

Extra Suitable for 

66p Ships 

50p Large Tanks 

48p Cars 

50p Aircraft 

20p Militaire 

60p (foot and mounted) 

20p Dioramas, etc., etc. 

20p Aircraft, Dipramas, etc. 


TITAN MANUFACTURING CO. Tei 015743173 

24/26 HIGH STREET • SOUTHALL • MIDDX. • ENGLAND 


MARLBURIAN 15 mm FIGURES 


FI 01 Grenadier marching (mitre) 

4p 

At 02 Gunner with sponge. 


FI 02 Private marching (tricorn) 

4p 

horizontal 

4p 

FI 03 Hautboy marching (tricorn) 

4p 

A103 Gunner with handspike 

4p 

F104 Drummer marching (tricorn) 

4p 

A104 Gunner with port fire 

4p 

FI 05 Officer with standard 


A105 Gunner with sponge vertical 

4p 

marching 

4p 

A106 Drover with whip, walking 

4p 

FI 06 Officer with halfpike, marching 

4p 

A107 6-pdr. cannon (4-part kit) 

12p 

FI 07 Sergeant standing, with 


A108 Limber (3-part kit) 

12p 

halbert (mitre) 

4p 

A109 Pioneer with pick 

4p 

F108 Grenadier firing (mitre) 

4p 

Alio Pioneer with shovel 

4p 

FI 09 Private firing (tricorn) 

4p 

A111 Tumbrel carl (3-part kit) 

12p 

F110 Grenadier standing, shoulder 


At 12 Muleteer 

4p 

(mitre) 

4p 

At 13 Powder cart (3-part kit) 

12p 

Fill Private standing, shoulder 


All 4 Gunner with barrel 

4p 

(tricorn) 

4p 

All 5 Pontoon 

16p 

F1 12 Drummer standing (tricorn) 

4p 

All 6 Howitzer (3-part kit) 

12p 

F1 13 Officer with standard. 


At 17 Pontoon wagon (5-par1 kit) 

16p 

standing 

4p 

At 18 24-pdr. Siege cannon 


F114 Officer with halfpIke, 


(4-part kit) 

12p 

standing 

4p 

A119 Gunner with bucket 

4p 

F1 15 Sergeant marching, halbert 


A120 Gunner with cannon ball 

4p 

(tricorn) 

4p 

A121 Mortar 

12p 

F1 16 Sergeant standing, halbert 


A122 4-wheeled mortar cart 

16p 

(tricorn) 

4p 

A123 4-wheeled baggage wagon 

16p 

F1 17 Grenadier drummer, marching 

4p 

A124 Gabion 

12p 

F1 18 Grenadier, drummer. 


Ml 01 Dragoon, musket slung. 


standing 

4p 

horse walking 

Bp 

F1 19 Grenadier, lighting grenade 

4p 

M102 Dragoon, musket at port. 


FI 20 Grenadier, throwing grenade 

4p 

horse walking 

Bp 

FI 21 Grenadier, advancing 

4p 

Ml 03 Mounted Officer, horse 


FI 22 Private (tricorn) advancing 

4p 

standing 

Bp 

FI 23 Grenadier kneeling 

4p 

M104 Draught horse, walking 

op 

FI 24 Private (tricorn) kneeling 

4p 

M1 05 Cavalry, drawn sword 


A101 Gunner with wheelbarrow 

4p 

charging 

Bp 


p&p extra. Orders up to £1. 14p; £2. 15p; £3. 17p; £4, 19p; £5. 21p. Over £5 
Post Free. Send lOp for list + sample figure. Over 400 items in 9 different 
periods available. 


PETER LAING 

Minden, Sutton St. Nicholas, Hereford HR1 3BD 

Tel. 518 (STD 043 272) 


January 1976 
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Getting it 
reguiariy? 


Wise readers make sure of getting their copy of Airfix 
Magazine each month by taking out an annual sub- 
scription. No more hunting bookstalls for the latest 
issue — have it delivered right to your front door. That 
way you make certain of not missing the article, review 
or advertiser’s bargain you particularly want to see. 
Place your subscription now by using the form below. 


To Airfix Magazine, Subscription Department, 
Surridge Dawson & Co (Productions) Ltd, 
136/142 New Kent Road, London SE1 


Please send my Airfix Magazine each month by post on 
publication for a 12 month period commencing with 
the issue. I enclose my cheque/postal order 

(nof cash or stamps) for £5.10 (postage included). (USA $12.00) 


Please write clearly in block capitals 


AIRFIX magazine 
Easibinders 


Britain’s Railway 

Museums Peter Williams 


Foreword by Sir Peter Allen 


A Splendid pictorial presentation of 
the best locomotives, rolling stock 
and background equipment on 
exhibition at railway museums 
throughout the country. 

“Quite outstanding” — 

THE RAILWAY REVIEW 

IOV 2 " X 8 y 2 " 176pp fully illustrated 
inc 16pp colour £6.75 

Available at quality bookshops or through Mail Order 
Dept, (enclosing remittance plus 65p postage and 
packing) address below. 


IAN ALLAN 


Terminal House Shepperton TW17 8AS 



Easibinders to hold 12 copies of AIRFIX magazine are now 
available in two sizes: lOVi" x 8" to hold the old format maga- 
zine: and 1272" x BV 2 " to hold the new, A4 format magazine. 
The larger size Easibinder is capable of holding copies of the 
old-size magazine, but not, of course, vice versa. Please 
specify which size you require when ordering. 

Old size Easibinders cost £2.25 each including VAT and 
postage: New size Easibinders cost £2.60 net, £2.95 by post 
from the publisher. 


To AIRFIX magazine, Easibinder Department, 

PSL Publications Ltd, Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 8EL 


Please send me special OLD/NEW size 

Airfix Magazine Easibinders immediately at 
£2.25/£2.95 each (delete as applicable). I enclose 
my cheque/postal order (not cash or stamps) for 


FOR YOUR AIRFIX 
MOTORACE SETS 
and 

ACCESSORIES 
and all 

SLOT CAR RACING 
EQUIPMENT 


Please send lOp for catalogue and price lists to MRRC Ltd., 

29 Ashley Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, Hampshire. 


ADDRESS 


Please write clearly in block capitals 
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AIRFIX magazine 


No. 6 


What do you Imow 
aliout the police? 




I, 


1. Does London Airport 
have its own police 
force? 




2. What does “C.I.D.” stand for? 


3. Which is the 
highest rank held by a 
policewoman? 



m 


4. Is a chequered cap 
band the sign of a 
particular police rank? 




5. How many police officers 
are there in England & Wales? 
a) Over 20,000. 
b) Over 50,000. 
c) Over 100,000. 

This is the sixth in a series depicting the background, 

^ — V present-day work and development of Britain’s police force. 

^ Watch out for the next in the series, which will appear shortly in 
L J' this publication. For further information about the police write to 

J Police Quiz, (Dept BJ1) Home Office, London SWIA 2AP. 
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■ THE BEO.' 




YOUR INTERNATIONAL 


MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 




Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 


POCHER 1/8 Scale 
Fiat 130 HP Grand Prix de France 
1907 C39.82 

Alfa Romeo 8 C-2300 Monza £50.93 
Rolls Royce Phantom II Drop head 
coupe 1932 £78.71 

Alfa Romeo Spider Gran Sports 
1932 £60.18 


VAT 

Please add 8% to 
all orders including 
cost of postage and 
packing except books 


POSTAGE 

Minimum Charge 


mmm 


m 




PRICES STATED m this advertisement 
are as accurate as possible as we 
write same, but. prices are rising so 
last, we can only supply from present 
stock. New stock must, regretfully, 
be at prices current on delivery to us. 


HO/00 


HO/00 


FORMA SHAPE 


These are very complete and highly detailed 
models but the fittings are as necessary as the 
actual boat kit. Full instructions with each. 



Boat 

Fittings 

Gina 

£5.09 

£5.79 

Hjejien 

£7.41 

£3.80 

Jylland 

£9.03 

£13.66 

Dannebrog 

£6.44 

£13.66 

Lilia Dan 

£5.79 

£6.44 

Danmark 

£9.72 

£18.93 

Spec Danmark fittings 


£4.17 

Neptun 

£6.95 

£6.76 

Zwarte Zee 

£9.03 

£9.40 

Mercantic 

£10.75 

£12.59 

Mercantic mast 


£3.80 

Santa Maria 

£4.63 

£3.43 

Norske Love 

£11.62 

£17.73 

Norske Love sails 


£5.19 

Wasa 

£8.00 

£7.41 

Progress 

£7.59 

£11.82 

Progress masts 


£4.17 

Dragen 

£6.02 

£5.19 

Bohuslan 

£10.14 

£13.66 

Bluenose 

£6.76 

£6.44 

Sperwer 

£9.40 

£3.70 

Vikingskrib 

£6.50 


Krabbenkutfer 

£6.44 

£7.73 

Cutty Sark 

£10.56 

£20.97 

Statenjacht 

£11.99 

£7.18 


HUMBROL BADGER AIR BRUSHES 


HUMBROL BADGER 
}EL 200 AIR BRUSH 
The set contains: 200 airbrush, 
airline power pack, connector, 4 
jars: power pack: instructional 
leaflet. Was £19.40 now offered 
at only £13.00 plus VAT of £1 .04 
Postage £1 .30 (two are post free) 
Order now whilst stocks last. (We 
have good supplies, but obviously 
they cannot last forever). 

See last issue for other airbrushes etc. plastic kits etc. 


BMW MODELS, 327/329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON SW19 TELEX 928374 01-540 7333/4 


83p each 40 
£1.25 each 60 
£1.65 each 


WRITING AND 


BMW FOR MAX KITS 


us WWII Armoured Cavalry Scout Car 
British WWII V.C.M.P. Light Truck 
US M-6 37 mm A/tank gun carriage 
US IVz ton Personnel carrier 
US 3/4 ton Weapons carrier 
US Command and Reconnaissance Truck 


56p each pi 


us VAT 


See them at your local model shop 
Village hall — A typical London pub 
Three outbuildings, (a garden shed, stable and office for 
coal or goods yard) — Pair of terrace houses 
THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME 
Farm House — Factory Office Front — Damaged Cottage 
and walls — Church — Detached House, Barn — Military 
Accessories 

TRADE ORDERS WELCOME 

If unable to obtain these at your local shop, you may send 
order to us — WATCH FOR RELEASE DATES 


THE GREAT NEW RANGE OF BUILDING KITS 
FOR ALL RAILWAY FANS & WARGAMERS 


These original vacuformed models are only 






Printed in England by Blackfriars Press Ltd., Leicester 







